MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, JUNE 11TH, 2001

7:30 P.M.

The regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council was held on Monday, June 11th, 2001.

Members present: Diane Carlson, Mark Lamphere, Julie Larsen, Diane Wilke (7:40) and Bob More

Also present: John Hudson, Kevin Reynolds, Rory Lenton, Jim Erickson, Randy Carlsen, Bill Angerman, Paul Larsen, John Nelson, Greg Walters, Will Lambert, Gene Lushinsky, John Goodman, Jeff & Barb Kracht, Gordon Benson, Rich Massey, and Jim & Kathy Huntoon

Mayor Carlson called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.

Mayor Carlson announced that there would be a closed meeting to discuss performance evaluations following the regular meeting.

MINUTES – May 14th Meeting:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Larsen to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Mayor Carlson to approve payment of the Warrant List in the amount of $25,135.17.  Motion carried with Mayor Carlson and Members Lamphere, Larsen and Wilke voting aye and Member More abstaining.

MAYOR’S REPORT:  The Mayor reported that Sheriff Weber will be attending the June 25th Council meeting to address citizen’s safety concerns such as speeding and not stopping at intersections.

KEVIN REYNOLDS & JOHN HUDSON:  Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Hudson would like permission to dig in the brush dump area for old bottles and jars.  Consensus of the Council was that it was not a good idea.

Mayor Carlson thanked Diane Wilke and Julie Larsen for their hard work in uncovering the stone retaining wall between the brush dump and Highway 57.

ENERGY ONE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT – Rory Lenton:  Mr. Lenton reported that there were no major changes in this agreement compared to the 1977 contract.  This franchise is also for 25 years. Action was tabled until the City Attorney has a chance to review it and make recommendations.

SEMCAC FUNDING REQUEST:  SEMCAC requests that the City budget $500 toward the local match needed for the operation of the Dodge County Bus.  Action tabled until budget discussions.

ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT – John Nelson:  Mr. Nelson presented the Financial Statement for the year 2000.  He stated that there will be huge changes forthcoming in the methods of reporting to the state (GASB 34).  He also suggested that line item expenditures should be monitored more closely because over expenditures tend to stand out in the financial reports.  He reminded that budgets can be amended anytime during the year by transferring excess revenues from one department to another.  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member Wilke to accept the Financial Report as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

MARIGOLD DAYS – Will Lambert: 

1) requested use of the Riverside Park for Marigold Days Flea Market;

2) MRA is not in favor of closing 5th Street for the entire weekend – Council consensus was to close the street for this year on a trial basis;

3) No fireworks are planned for this year;

4) Proposed that the City pay for the port-a-potties and garbage service and be reimbursed by MRA gambling funds.

FIRE DEPARTMENT BYLAW CHANGES – Gene Lushinsky:  Mr. Lushinsky explained the by-law changes and answered questions concerning those changes.  Member More requested that the Fire Department have a representative present at at least one Council meeting per month.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member More to approve the by-law changes with the exception of Article VII to read that Fire Department be present at one Council meeting per month.  Motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Lushinsky also reported that the Fire Department currently has 23 members and is in need of turn-out gear.  Member More suggested that the gear be purchased and any overrun would be adjusted with next year’s budget.

10 minute break

PUBLIC HEARING – Variance Requested by Jeff & Barbara Kracht:  Their lot, located at 95 Scott Road, is a substandard building lot according to Section 6.9 (1) of the Zoning Ordinance.  Gordon Benson was present to speak in favor of granting the Variance.  Mr. Kracht has had a site evaluation done for possible locations of a septic system which found two possible locations.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Lamphere to close the Public Hearing at 8:55 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member More to grant the Variance citing that the request meets or exceeds the terms of the Zoning Ordinance “Criteria for Granting a Variance”.  Motion carried unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Census 2000 data

PUBLIC HEARING – Variance Requested by Gordon Benson:  His lot, located at 91 Scott Road , is a substandard building lot according to Section 6.9 (1) of the Zoning Ordinance.  Jeff and Barbara Kracht were present to speak in favor of granting the Variance.  Mr. Benson will have a site evaluation done in a couple days to locate the potential sites for a septic system.  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Mayor Carlson to close the Public Hearing at 9:03 p.m.  Motion by Member More and second by Member Lamphere to grant the Variance citing that the request meets or exceeds the terms of the Zoning Ordinance “Criteria for Granting A Variance.  Motion carried unanimously.

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:  

• Member Lamphere reported that ATVs and golfcarts need to have a licensed driver if driven on the City streets and that maybe the Snowmobile Ordinance could be amended to included ATVs;

• Member Lamphere also reported that Ordinance No. 71 states that a permit from the Council could be issued for discharging a firearm within the City limits. Further discussion tabled until a future meeting and to allow the City Attorney to make recommendations.

• Member Larsen reported that the recent Summit meeting included discussions about orderly annexation, possibility of merging services, and encouraging high school students to perform community services; next meeting will be June 28th. 
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Carlson reminded everyone that she, Julie Larsen and Cheryll Selle will be attending the LMC conference in Duluth from June 19th – 22nd and that Member More should be called if anyone requires City Hall’s assistance.

PUBLIC HEARING – Vacation of an Utility Easement:  Jeff Kracht and Gordon Benson request that the unused utility easement located in Lots 1 & 2 of Block 2, Hillside Estates Subdivision be vacated as it cuts both of those lots in half and would make them difficult to build on.  Xcel Energy was the only utility to respond and they had no objections.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Lamphere to close the Public Hearing at 9:17 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member More to approve Resolution No. 08-2001 “Resolution for Vacating an Easement”.  Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING – Goodman Hilltop Final Plat:  John Goodman and Rich Massey were present to speak on behalf of the project.  They presented a Development Agreement asking that the City pay for ½ of the cost of the 4” water line.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Wilke to close the Public Hearing at 9:35 p.m.  Mayor Carlson read a section of Ordinance No. 127, Article V (5.0) “All costs of required improvements, including engineering fees, shall be borne by the subdivider, either directly or by assessment, to the subdivision. City Engineer Bill Angerman stated that the plat is as it should be.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Lamphere to approve the Final Plat along with the developer incurring all costs of the improvements including all of the City Engineer’s fees provided that all of the City Engineer’s requirements have been met.  There was no action on the Development Agreement.  Motion carried unanimously.

Member More left the meeting at 9:45 p.m.

CLOSED MEETING: Mayor Carlson announced that the regular meeting would now close to discuss employee performance evaluations and possible litigation.  City Clerk Cheryll Selle asked that the meeting remain open during her evaluation.  Council agreed.

PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS:  Council  discussed and evaluated the three City employees and adjustments will be made to their hourly wage on July 1st.  

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member Larsen to adjourn at 10:30 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

