MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, AUGUST 25TH, 2003

7:30 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Diane Carlson, Julie Larsen, Bob More and Diane Wilke  Absent: Luke Nash

ALSO PRESENT:  Bill Angerman, Roger Petersen, Randy Carlsen, Roger Nolte, Annie Brannan, Dale Brannan, Dan Stensrud and Joe Waugh

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:  add Joe Waugh

MINUTES – AUGUST 11TH Meeting:  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Member Wilke to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Larsen to approve payment of the Warrant list in the amount of $52,234.52.  Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to not grant refunds to campers for unused campspot rentals.  Motion failed with Members Wilke and More voting aye and Mayor Carlson and Larsen voting nay.  Motion to approve payment of the Warrant list carried unanimously.

PARK BOARD MINUTES – July 29th Meeting:  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Mayor Carlson to approve the Park Board’s recommendation to use EF Anderson as the supplier of Riverside Park playground equipment for play structures, seating and picnic tables.  Motion carried unanimously.  Council acknowledged receipt of the Minutes.

WHKS & CO – Bill Angerman:  
∙ reported that  the water tower construction was ahead of schedule and that all remains to be done are the well controls, demolition of the old tower and completion of the painting;
∙ gave an update of the Hwy 14 corridor meetings;

∙ reiterated what Jim Maxson would have to do if he chooses to extend the water line from 10th Street to his lots on Clay Street; Mr. Angerman stated that when the 6” waterline was constructed according to City specifications, that it reverted to the City upon completion thus connection fees do not go to Mr. Maxson and that he will need to submit a plan to the City for the engineer to review before he can proceed with extending the line.
∙ discussed a letter from Dodge County Engineer Guy Kohlnhofer regarding placement of stop signs throughout the City and a traffic count that was completed on certain streets.  Member Wilke agreed that there were too many stop signs and that they were put in haphazardly and that she would like to see an east/west corridor to move traffic in and out of town easier.  Mark Stevens will be asked to review the map and meet with Members More and Nash for a solution.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT – Chief Dale Brannan:  
∙ Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Wilke to approve the appointment of Russ Lucas as a firefighter.  Motion carried unanimously;

∙ Fire Prevention week is October 5th – 11th, Council set October 6th to hold the annual open house.  The Fire Department will have fire extinguisher training and have the extinguishers for sale during the open house;

∙ the three (3) Townships will meet with Council reps on August 28th to discuss the annual contracts.

DODGE CENTER AMBULANCE – Dan Stensrud:  requested permission to move the radio antenna from the “old” water tower for placement on the “new” tower.  Council agreed and said that Mr. Stensrud might coordinate with the Sheriff’s Department and Whitewater Wireless.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Roger Petersen:  
∙ distributed a draft of Ordinance No. 158 “An Ordinance Establishing the Registration of Rental Housing Units Within the City of Mantorville, Minnesota, and Providing Penalties for the Violation Thereof” for Council review and discussion.  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Member Wilke to table further discussion until the September 8th meeting in order to give Council Members a chance to read through the Ordinance and also Member Nash will be back at that time.
∙ said that the meetings are “getting out of hand” and suggested that Council reevaluate how their meetings are conducted and possibly adopt by-laws or Roberts Rules of Order;
∙ stated that the Mayor, as the presiding officer, cannot make motions unless she steps down to make the motion then resumes her place as presiding officer;

∙ questioned the Council’s decision to place an RFP (Request for Proposals) for legal services after 31 years of representing Mantorville as the City Attorney.  Mayor Carlson answered that this procedure is no different than when RFP’s for the City Engineer or the Auditor position were advertised. Member Wilke added that what she sees happening is very unprofessional and would like to see RFP’s for all of the professional consultants used by the City.   Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to table the RFP discussion indefinitely.  Motion carried with Mayor Carlson and Members More and Wilke voting aye and Member Larsen voting nay.   

LMCIT ANNUAL INSURANCE POLICY – Joe Waugh:  Said that the premium went from $16,576 to $17,091.  Mr. Petersen inquired about the City’s liability if they choose to adopt Ordinance No. 158 which would require registering and inspecting rental properties.  Mr. Waugh assured the Council that the City would be covered.  Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to approve coverage as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:  
∙ parking at the intersection along Hwy 57 and 5th Street – Member Wilke said that an additional parking space should have been eliminated for better visibility on both the east and west side of the Hwy;
∙ Member Wilke asked when the water meters would be operational for residents to get billed under the volumetric system rather than the flat rate; the City Clerk reported that the training has not taken place yet for both the handheld meter readers and the billing software.

∙ Member Wilke inquired as to the status of delinquent utility accounts as Council has not received a delinquent list for a long time.  The City Clerk reported that the residents have been doing a better job of staying current.

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER: 


∙ pamphlet from Ehlers;


∙ letter from Paul Reuvers;

∙ budget questions – breakdown of Engineering fees and Building inspection fees;


∙ tree trimming clarification

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Larsen to adjourn at 9:10 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

