Mantorville Economic Development Authority Meeting

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

5:30 PM

The Meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by Chair Brannan.

Members Present:
Annie Brannan, Luke Nash, Karl Huppler, Karen Khavari and Cami Reber.

Others Present:
Bill Reding, Jamie Jencks, Dave Dripps, Ron Schrafel, JoAnne Bennerotte.
Financials:  Checkbook balance $5,038.37, Budget Balance $10,000.00

Approval of February 1, 2006 minutes – Motion made by Member Huppler, second by Member Nash to approve the EDA Minutes of February 1, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.

Items of Discussion:

· Reminder that the new meeting day is now on Tuesdays at 5:30 PM to start on March 7, 2006.  The new time should be published in the DCI.

· Update on lots obtained by EDA – Omni environmental is coming on February 21st to pull the tanks.  That date is contingent upon the weather.  The Marigold Days Committee has been told that those lots will be in back to normal condition for Marigold Days.

· No information from Member Carlson regarding the joint group retreat.

· Discussion on Trails – Dave Dripps of the trails committee was present and discussed with the EDA the status and the history of the trails.  Anything that runs inside City limits is governed and set by the City.  Anything outside is governed and set by the County.  In the past when the trails committee was quite active it was the idea to get a trail that went from Oxbow Park, through Mantorville and end up in Rice Lake.  The concept of that plan is called the Stagecoach Road Trail.  The EDA asked Dave what they can do to help out the trails association.  Work needs to be done on 5th Street East as it is a safety concern.  The Stagecoach trail would involve several townships.  The City Council needs to be approached to where they would like to see the trail go.  Then the trails association can approach land owners and property owners to find out if they would be willing to donate sections for the trail.  The City needs to get more involved with the Trails Association in order to get this going.  Another idea brought up was the site of the current brush dump.  It would make a great location for a sitting area, drop off point or parking area right next to the trail.  
· Discussion on the new website and what businesses and other committees want to see viewed.  There will be a lot more information on the new City website as the City will be able to do all the work and add things as they come up.  

· Discussion on the empty area between the Chocolate Shop and the Country Home Store.  Thoughts were to make it an attractive sitting area and possible adding a mural by having the KM High School Art class do the mural.  Permission will need to be sought from Don Pappas who owns the area and Chuck Larson who owns the building.  Member Khavari will contact them to get their input.  Further discussion will come to the next EDA.
· Ron Schraefel was in attendance and asked the EDA what they are looking at for future business coming to town.  He brought up that they should look at bringing a nursing home to town or get some local people who have businesses from their home into some of the empty store fronts. Currently the EDA does not have any incentives set up to bring businesses into town and nothing set up to help out current business owners.

Motion made by Member Huppler, second by Chair Brannan to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

