MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, JANUARY 14TH, 2002

7:30 P.M.

Members present:  Diane Carlson, Mark Lamphere, Julie Larsen, Diane Wilke and Bob More

Also present:  Mark Stevens, Dale Brannan, Roger Petersen, Randy Carlsen, Dick Swenke, Ryan Gray and Todd Fyten

AGENDA:  Deletion of Rod Hutt of 21st Century Wireless; addition of Todd Fyten of the Mantorville Brewing Co.

MINUTES – December 10th meeting:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Lamphere to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Wilke to approve payment of the Warrant List in the amount of $37,160.81.  Motion carried unanimously.

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT REPORT – Mark Stevens: 

• Mr. Stevens reported that he would like to trade in two (2) mower tractors this year.  He normally trades one each year but because of low hours, didn’t trade one last year.  Price quotes were $1,975 for upgrading the John Deere and $2,066 plus trade-in for a Kubota.  Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to approve the purchases.  Motion carried unanimously.

• Mr. Stevens also reported that not all of the Park Department’s Capital Improvement monies were spent in 2001 and suggested that it be moved to the Playground Equipment Replacement Fund for future purchases.  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member More to transfer the funds as discussed.  Motion carried unanimously.

• Mr. Stevens reported that the “no-parking on City streets during a snow removal period” is not working.  They had to plow around multiple vehicles that remained parked in the streets.  Member Lamphere stated the Sheriff’s Department had many accidents to respond to and were unable to get back to Mantorville that day in order to enforce the no-parking ordinance.  Mayor Carlson said she will talk with Sheriff Weber to make sure the ordinance is being enforced.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT – Dale Brannan:  Several of the Mutual Aid agreements have been signed and returned to Mantorville but the Council suggested waiting for them all to return before ratifying them.  

ANNUAL LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWALS:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Lamphere to approve renewing the liquor licenses for the Hubbell House and the Mantorville Saloon.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPOINTMENT TO THE EDA:  Mayor Carlson recommends the appointment of Gary Reihl to fill an unexpired term of the EDA.  Mayor Carlson also reminded everyone that the EDA meetings have been changed to 5:30 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month.

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:  
•  Member More inquired as to the status of the shed in the parking lot of the Antique Mall.  The City Clerk was asked to send a reminder letter that it has to be removed.

• Member Larsen reported that she had observed several vehicles not obeying stop signs here within the City.  

21ST CENTURY WIRELESS – Rodney Hutt:  Mr. Hutt was unable to attend tonight’s meeting but had faxed a response to the City’s letter which inquired about the extension of the contract for placement of a communication antenna on the water tower.  Mr. Hutt stated that he has no further use for the antenna and would offer it to the City in exchange for not having to remove the equipment.  He said that the antenna is worth $500 - $800 and the coaxial cable is approximately $5/foot.  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member Larsen to accept Mr. Hutt’s offer.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Roger Petersen:  Mr. Petersen mentioned that a vehicle that had been parked on a City street for longer than 24 hours had been towed @ Ordinance No. 130.  

CITY CLERK’S REPORT: 

• Ms Selle reported that she is on jury duty from January 14th thru the 25th and the City Clerk’s office may be closed due to being called;

• Ms Selle also said that she will be taking vacation from February 16th thru the 23rd

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER:  
• there was an invitation to attend the Southern Minnesota Cable Commission meeting in Dodge Center on January 23rd at 3:30 p.m.

ANNUAL COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS:

Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member Lamphere to approve the following appointments:  • Depositories: Citizen’s State Bank and Eastwood Bank; • Newspaper: the Dodge County Independent; • City Attorney: Roger Petersen; • City Engineers: WHKS & Co.; • Auditor: John Nelson and Associates; • Acting Mayor: Mark Lamphere; • Water & Sewer Reps: Bob More and Julie Larsen; • Fire Dept Reps: Diane Wilke and Mark Lamphere; • Park Dept Reps: Diane Wilke and Julie Larsen; • Street Dept Reps: Bob More and Mark Lamphere; • Personnel Reps: Bob More and Diane Carlson.  Motion carried unanimously.

MAYOR’S REPORT:  
• Mayor Carlson reported that at the recent Community Summit meeting, the members discussed the pros and cons of consolidating the Kasson & Mantorville fire departments.  Discussion will continue at future meetings.

• Mayor Carlson also reported on the December 8th retreat and reminded Council Members that the next one will be on March 16th at City Hall.

DICK SWENKE – Sunday Liquor Hours:  Mr. Swenke, owner of the Mantorville Saloon,  inquired about the possibility of changing the Sunday liquor hours from 12 noon to 10:00 a.m.  He stated that he would like the option of being open earlier during Marigold Days, the Super Bowl, for Viking football games and other special events, for example.  Council suggested that he confer with Don Pappas from the Hubbell House to see if he was in agreeance.  The State of Minnesota allows for local authorities to change their Ordinance after a Public Hearing has been held. 

RYAN GRAY – 121 7th Street West: 

• Mr. Gray reminded the Council that he had attended the public hearing on May 14th, 2001 for the Final Plat for the Rolling Hills Manor subdivision and expressed his concerns about the density of the project on the lot across the alley from his residence.  He stated that his wife has a home day-care business and recently received a Correction Order from Dodge County to erect a fence because of the increase in traffic in the neighborhood.   Mr. Gray said that his wife had received a $500 grant for fencing but that the estimated costs were $2,000 and that the Council had erred in approving the Final Plat so should cover the remaining cost of the fence.  

• Mr. Gray also said that the snow plowers had piled the snow from the alley onto his property and he says that when it melts it would pool up in his yard.

• Mr. Gray also reported that the run-off from the townhome roofs runs right thru his property.

• In reply, Member More stated that the snow piled behind his garage was not plowed there by the City’s crew;  also, Member More stated that the developers had agreed to control the drainage from the townhome project and that they will be required to fix the problem if the City’s engineer finds them to be at fault; when asked about the fence, Mayor Carlson said that installing a fence is a cost of doing business for home day-care.   

TODD FYTEN –Mantorville Brewing Co:  Mr. Fyten is in the process of buying out the other partner(s) in the brewery and inquired about a possible easement between Mantorville Radiator and the Waste Treatment plant.  An easement is necessary in order to have access to the back of the property.  There was discussion as to whether or not an easement had been granted several years ago to the adjoining property owner.  Mr. Petersen suggested that Mr. Fyten’s attorney contact him to explain exactly what is needed to complete the purchase.  Mr. Fyten also asked if the City would be interested in making that cartway into a road and maintaining it as such.  Member More said that the City does not like to create short, dead-end roads.  

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member Larsen to adjourn at 8.47 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

