MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, JUNE 23, 2008

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Members Present;
Tom Gall




Annie Brannan




Bill Reding




James Jencks




Luke Nash

Others Present; Gary Sullivan, Jim Mitchell, Randy Carlson – DCI, Gretta Becay – DC Star Record, Dale Brannan, Bill Angerman – WHKS, Tim Hruska – WHKS, Nate Anderson – WHKS, Jeff Kritzer – Baudler, Baudler, Maus & Blahnik, Matt Brekke, and Cami Reber.
2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda

Move item 7b. NW Project, to a Closed Session.  Add Personnel Policy if time allows.

3. Consent Agenda 

Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to approve the consent agenda as read.  Member Jencks questioned the section of the meeting minutes reflecting the discussion of the Mantorville Dam and approval by the DNR to move ahead with an emergency fix.  Cami noted a change to the water rates in the minutes, the current base is $10.31 and the new base will be $13.03 not the $5.31 and $8.03 listed respectively.  Mayor Gall clarified with the Council regarding the Planning and Zoning Minutes that had to do with discussion on the historical district section of the City Code.  He remembers giving Planning and Zoning direction of updating the wording in the ordinance, not to change any of the boundaries.  Member Brannan noted that the request to have Planning and Zoning review this section of the City Code was due to a difference in the interpretation of the current code of what the City can or can not do in the Historical District.  Motion passed unanimously.

4. Correspondence


Approved above with the Consent Agenda.

5. Public Concerns

Gary Sullivan, 621 Walnut Street, spoke to the Council regarding the water problems he has been experiencing for the past 20 years.  The pole barn that was built behind his home is running the water into his back yard and floods it.  The culvert by his home drains into his yard.  The extension that was put on doesn’t help because it doesn’t go out the other end.  There are tree’s planted in the water way, and the ditch is full.  He has complained before but nothing is being done.  He wants the culvert fixed that goes in front of his yard, underneath Walnut on the South Side of 7th and the ditch cleaned.  The pole barn needs to direct the water not on resident’s property.  Run the gutter north to the ditch.  Residents on the East side to clean up the ditch, has logs that float down and plug up the drain pipe.  Matt needs to look at culvert w/Annie to see what can be done to correct it.  WHKS can take a look at it and incorporate it into the study if needed.  Staff will send out letters. 
6. Public Hearing – 7:00 PM

a) Amend City Code Section 30.01, COMPENSATION OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mayor Gall opened the public hearing at 7:00 pm.  Cami presented the information to the Council.  The Council requested to amend the previous ordinance which set the pay for the Mayor and Council Members.  The Council wanted to change the ordinance to reflect one lump sum payment for each member and nothing additional for extra meetings.  Mayor Gall suggested that the amount of pay for all members including the Mayor be $1,800 per year.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to close the public hearing.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Member Brannan suggested that the pay for each elected official be $1,800 and that the difference between the old amount and new amount go towards the education budget line item.  Member Nash feel’s that it is good as written as there are some extra duties involved in the Mayor position no matter how it is perceived.  Motion made by Member Jencks, second by Member Brannan to approve the AMENDED SECTION 30.01 OF THE MANTORVILLE CITY CODE, COMPENSATION OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS, by amending the presented Subdivision 2, Mayors Salary to be $2,000 per year.  Council Members salary will be $1,800 per year.  Motion passed unanimously.  

7. Old Business/New Business

a) Drainage Study - WHKS 
WHKS performed an analysis of the existing storm water system for a defined study area in the City of Mantorville.  The analysis determined the expected runoff amounts with respect to various design events at several key locations throughout the drainage.  The analysis also determined the capacity of the existing storm water structures.  From these results it was determined that several improvement projects are needed in order for the system to properly collect runoff and convey the estimated 10-year flow.  Each of these projects is presented in detail and the probable construction cost is given.  The proposed projects include the following;
1. Increase Sewer Capacity Lower Drainage – cost $1,036,000

2. Increase Culvert Capacity Under 6th Street – cost $67,000

3. Improve Runoff Collection on 7th Street (as part of 7th Street redesign) 

4. Lined Channel from 9th to 7th (aesthetic and quality reasons)

The storm water issues associated with the 7th Street project need to be addressed as part of a broader project by redesigning the road.  The redesign is beyond the scope of the report.  Currently runoff cannot be effectively conveyed with the existing road alignment.  A feasibility report of the 7th Street redesign would incorporate storm sewer improvements.  An estimate was put together in 2005 as part of the CIP plan.  To address the drainage you have to address the road first.  WHKS proposed that 7th Street be a separate study.  The Council had previously chosen not to look at the road issue at this time so it was not included in this study.  The Council would like to see the actual sizing of piping improvements and catch basins for that area.  WHKS will get those numbers.  

The channel that runs between 9th and 7th is said to hold concrete under the foot of dirt that sits there in some area’s.  WHKS was not aware of that.  If the Council chooses to move this area up on the priority list, some probing could be done to see what is under that dirt and where.     

Most of the storm sewer structures on the south side of the City are substantially undersized.  It is recommended to begin improvements on the south side.  General rule is to start downstream and work your way up.  The cost of the pipe is the biggest amount of the cost, over half the amount of the project.  
WHKS could not find any records of drainage easements south of 7th Street.  If the Council were to move forward with that project, then easements would be established at that time.  There was further discussion on drainage issues between 7th and 9th, Chestnut and Walnut.  Bill Angerman was not aware of any of these issues and they were not addressed in the report.  If the Council desires it can be addressed and incorporated in the report.  The subdrain on Walnut Street is backing up into people’s baskets.  Bill Angerman is not sure what the fix is there as there are no plans available.  His intuition is that the subdrain is inadequately sized.  

Feedback and comments are expected, have Matt review the report and get comments back to WHKS.  The complete report is on file at City Hall.      
b) NW W/S Project, Project Close Out – Moved to Closed Session

c) Mantor Village Zoning Correction

Cami explained the zoning correction that needs to be made in the area of Chestnut Street between 7th and 9th Streets.  When the original motion was made on August 11, 1998, the motion was stated as “rezone the east side of Chestnut Street between 7th and 9th from R-1 to R-2”.  The motion made was inadvertently stated and it should have been stated for the West side.  All publication’s and other postings reflected the West side, just the motion was wrong.  Motion made by Member Jencks, second by Member Nash to amend the previously made motion to rezone that part of Chestnut Street, between 7th and 9th Street, on the WEST side from R-1 to R-2.  Motion passed unanimously.
d) Amended Flood Plain Ordinance recommend for approval

Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Jencks to approve the Amended Flood Plain Management Ordinance, Chapter 152 of the Mantorville City Code as recommended by the Planning and Zoning.  Planning and Zoning made changes as requested by the Council to change the amount of fill allowed to 100 cubic yards.  Anything over would require a Conditional Use Permit.  Motion passed unanimously.
e) Request for Street Sign, Autistic and Share the Road

The Council was given information as previously requested regarding how other cities are or have handled street signs requested by citizens pertaining to autistic or other children.  Member Reding suggested we share the information with Marvin Myers and have him attend the next City Council meeting to discuss.  Member Jencks feels that if he wants it and us being a responsive small town, after having all of this information and research he has done, this is not setting precedence, it is limited precedence and we should go ahead with it.  Member Nash is not sure if the potential gain outweighs the potential risk especially where it is being requested to be placed which is within feet from a stop sign.  He would like to have Marvin see the material and talk with the Council.  Member Brannan would like to see a copy of the City of Rochester’s permit which indicates that the City applying for the permit agrees to hold the city harmless if an accident with the child occurs.  Staff will contact Marvin and have him attend a City Council meeting.   
f) Resolution 2008-05, A RESOLUTION INCREASING THE WATER BASE RATE FEE

Motion made by Member Jencks, second by Member Nash to approve Resolution 2008-05, A RESOLUTION INCREASING THE WATER BASE RATE FEE.  The water base rate increased from $10.31 to $13.03 beginning July 1, 2008.  Motion passed unanimously.
g) Request for Donation SE MN Historic Bluff Country

Member Brannan suggested that this be referred on to the Chamber and the EDA.  Member Nash remarked that the Chamber already participated.  
h) Request for Public Hearing to amend City Ordinance 150.115
Motion made by Mayor Gall, second by Member Nash to set the public hearing for the amendment to the City Ordinance, 150.115, which add’s a provision which allows proponents of EAW’s to pay the reasonable costs, including legal and consultant fees incurred in preparation and review of the EAW.  Motion passed unanimously.

i)  Personnel Policy

The Council discussed briefly the outstanding items left to address with the Personnel Policy.  Member Brannan and Mayor Gall still need to talk to Faith Zwenke with regards to pay equity.  Cami is gathering information regarding family insurance coverage she would like the Council to discuss.  The dollar figure given previously for short term disability; is that for all employees or per employee?  Cami is to confirm those numbers.  Also to be discussed and decided on is when STD kicks in what will the City do for the first 30 days until it kicks in.  Member Brannan would like to see other options are available regarding health insurance, possible HSA’s.  She would like further information on this.  Cami will see if our Insurance person would be available for the next meeting to discuss these things.  Jamie had questioned office staff and the uniform allotment.  Also some changes to the phone policy, cell phone policy etc.  He should gather his recommendations and get those to Member Brannan.  Hopefully we can get all the answers for the next meeting.  
8.  TBD

a)  Public Works Report

Matt’s items are part of the Infrastructure Report

b) City Clerk Report

Accident Policy is up to 100k/per person, primary coverage, $218 per year.  This will covers all volunteers.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to institute accident coverage for the City.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Share the Road signs request will come back to council.  Member Nash would like to look at the areas that it is being requested.  There is some concern about our narrow roadways.  

Cami is working on the street vacation as requested by Council to proceed with.  She hopes to bring something to the next meeting.  

c) Consultant Report - None
d) Committee Report

· The Finance Committee will be meeting on July 1 @ 10:30 am.

· Infrastructure Committee – City staff is working on the Bluff/Jefferson vacation and the 9th Street designation as a City street.  Staff will send out letters to go out to two properties regarding the flow of water from a downspout currently directing water into a neighbors back yard, and the removal of some tree’s in the City right of way which may assist in some drainage issues.  The City needs to look at a policy of removing trees in the city right of way, if Matt feels that removing trees will assist in drainage is it ok for him to remove; talk to resident first?  Matt would like direction that if it is in the right of way and obstructing water flow, he can remove them.  If Matt thinks removal will aid in drainage, Cami is to send letter to the property owner.  If the resident has a problem they can come to the next council meeting.  This is for the trees currently along Walnut/7th.  There are still some wet area’s in the NW Project area; Don Meyers ditch on south side of property and Rich Balcome west of his property has not dried up.  These are the same problems from a year ago that have not dried up.  To tile both areas’s, final grade and seeding will cost $20,000.  Since the construction these two areas are continuously wet and owners can’t mow.  The Balcome property will discharge into a crick.  The Meyers will drain into a culvert which then drains into a wetland.  Due to the fact of the cost of this, the city is unprepared to pay for this.  If they want to hire someone else to do it, they can but at their own cost.  We know its an issue, and we will address it.  Cami will draft letters stating such to each.  If they have any problems they can come back to Council.  The draft will be sent to Infrastructure before sending.  Appraisals status?  Cami is waiting for Lee’s direction on this.
· MRA – Nash attended and it was business as usual.

· Chamber Promotions Meeting – on 6/16 was held, talk about promotions now and in the future, donations should be asked for from EDA, not sure that the City could donate anything extra at this point with the many projects they need to address.
e) Council Member Report
· Member Jencks – learned a lot from the LMC Conference and has read the entire 1978 report on the dam.  Interesting to note that Barr Engineering did all of the engineering work from 1978 and he would recommend we look at other specialists engineering firms if we open this up again.
· Member Nash – met with Representative Randy Demmer and discussed details on the dam, the history of and current condition.  He plans to speak with the DNR people to find out what their position is.  

· Member Reding – noted the article from the Post Bulletin featuring Elizabeth Oolman, asking DNR to add dams to help control the flooding issues.  

· Member Brannan – spoke about the implementation of the emergency plan during the last heavy rain, good job to the Fire Department.  

f) Mayor Report
· Attended LMC conference, good information.  
· Regarding WWTP talks with City of Kasson, we are still waiting a response from the City of Kasson from a letter Cami had sent.  Is hoping for a meeting early July.  
· Old Tyme Days was a success.  
· Quit Claim deed has been signed with School and City.
9.  Discussion – None
10.  Closed Session

a)  NW W/S Project

Council went into closed session at 8:35 PM.  In light of the recent correspondence received from SJ Louis Attorney.  Potential litigation was discussed.  A letter will be sent for closure of the project on July 31, 2008.  
Adjourn – Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Reding to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

