MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 14, 2009

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Nash called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Members Present; Luke Nash, Annie Brannan, Bill Reding, Chuck Bradford and Linda Schmidt

Others Present; Rog Nolte, Scott Singiel, Larry Tripp, Helen Tripp, Evelyn Suhr, Jan Smit, Paul Larsen, Jane Olive, Ann Bradford, Rose Pappas, Tara Lindquist, Gretta Becay and Cami Reber.
2. Pledge of Allegiance - Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda

Add 7 I) Friday night band at Marigold Days

4. Consent Agenda

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the consent agenda as follows;

a) City Council Meeting  Minutes August 24, 2009

b) Warrant List September 14, 2009

c) Fire Department Officers Meeting 08/03/09 & Members Meeting 08/05/09; Fire Department Officers Meeting 08/31/09 & Members Meeting 09/02/09

d) EDA Meeting Minutes September 1, 2009 and September 2, 2009

e) Continued DC Board Meeting September 15, 2009

Member Brannan commented that the EDA Minutes of September 1 and 2, 2009 are unofficial.  A comment was made on the Prosource bill for the park ball field fertilizer and the amount being over the $250 spending limit.  Mayor Nash noted that originally, the fertilizer and application was going to be paid for by the Joint Power group but then it changed to each city paying for their own.  The fertilizer had already been committed to for this year so we have to pay it.  Motion passed unanimously.  
5. Public Concerns

Scott Singfiel – in regards to the CUP for the Dodge County Parking Lot.  He has heard it stated from a Council Member that the decision they make will be in the best interest of the City.  He wants to know what is in the best interest of the City and how is the parking lot in the best interest of the City?  He doesn’t feel the safety issue is going to be enough and that people will still park on the street.
· Larry Tripp – is concerned about the devalue of Jan Smith’s home and the amount of noise involved with snow removal.

· Jan Smith – agrees with Scott Singfiel and she doesn’t want it there

· Carolyn McNeal – is concerned with the snow removal late at night and the sounds of the trucks.  
· Tom McNeal – is there any way they can get the school lot?

6. Public Hearing - None

7. Old Business/New Business

a) Rose Pappas – Nuisance/Burning/Outdoor Furnace Ordinances

Rose Pappas and Ann Bradford requested the Council step in to help solve the problem with a neighbor that has a wood burning stove that is burning wood and other things.  The stove runs all day long even in 80 – 90 degree weather.  The things that are being burned are ruining the quality of air and ruining the enjoyment of the people around there.  Rose passed out pictures; a petition and a letter from a contractor that did some work in the neighborhood and experienced the burning.  She is asking the City to do something.  The City Nuisance Ordinance does address this but no one will do anything about it.  Can we put something in the ordinance that limits burning only to the winter months, when it’s cooler out and also to burning wood only?  The residence does not have garbage pickup and the wood pile doesn’t go down.  There is no response from the City on this.
The neighbors are also concerned that there is now the material for a corn burner in the yard and the city need’s to address this.  Many cities outlaw them.  Rose would like to know what action the City is going to take on these ordinances.  Rose would like to be on a committee to work on this.

After discussion by Council Members, it was directed that Cami put together a draft burning ordinance for review at the next Council meeting.  Rose Pappas and Ann Bradford are to get a copy of the draft before the meeting.
b) Paul Larsen – MRA – Request to waive CUP fee 

Paul Larsen, President of the MRA, thanked the City for their help in making the 44th Annual Marigold Days a success.  The MRA is asking that the City work with them in reducing the fee’s for the Conditional Use Permit and the EAW.  They are proposing a split at 50% as done with the previous EAW proposer.

Mayor Nash feels that these fees were outlined in the beginning and he can’t justify passing them on to the public.  Member Brannan suggested an alternative way; the MRA could present their case to the EDA for some potential funds.  This sort of fits with the mission statement of the EDA.  Motion made by Member Brannan to authorize the EDA, if they choose, to help the MRA with costs for the CUP and EAW.  A friendly amendment by Member Bradford that an upper limit be set at $1,500.  Member Reding feel’s that these are tax dollars that the City doesn’t benefit from and that is wrong.  Member Schmidt feels it is unfair for tax payers to pay.  Motion passed with Mayor Nash and Members Brannan and Bradford voting for, Member Reding voting against and Member Schmidt abstaining.
c) Dodge County Courthouse CUP for Parking lot

Dave McKnight spoke on behalf of the County to answer some questions that were previously posed about the parking lot.  The county can control where employee’s park but they can’t control where visitors park.  They can work with their vendors on snow removal times.   They can’t control when it snows but can do their best to control when they remove snow.  As for the run off issues, there will be some run off but they can’t control that.  Use of the parking lot would be from 8am – 4:30 pm.
Council continued discussion, allowed citizen input and further input from Dave McKnight.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bradford to deny the request from Dodge County for a Conditional Use Permit for a parking lot.  The reasons for denial are as follows;

· It doesn’t fit in the quality of the neighborhood

· Per City Code, you cannot build a parking lot without a primary structure on the same lot – City Code 150.025
· Water runoff issues – there will be no where for the water to absorb into the ground and will just run down hill.
Motion passed with Members Reding, Bradford and Schmidt voting for and Mayor Nash and    Member Brannan voting against.

Council took a break from 8:45 pm – 8:55 pm

d) Bylaw change Mantorville Fire Department Relief Association

State law made changes that need to be reflected in the Relief Association Bylaws.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the changes to the Mantorville Relief Association Bylaws.

There was a question on the number of members currently on the Fire Department.  There is some discrepancy between what is in the ordinance and what is in the Personnel policy.  Cami will follow up on this.

e) Home Occupation & Home Business Discussion

The city has been made aware of a possible home business that is setting up in the City that has not obtained a conditional use permit.  There could be several other’s that are also running without a Conditional Use Permit.  How does the Council want to handle these things?  Cami will review the ordinances, send a letter out to the potential new business and find out if it qualifies for the need of a CUP.  The Council will review this section of the code and come up with a consistent way to handle these.  
f) 2010 Preliminary Budget Discussion

Council asked for departments to submit their wish lists for the 2010 budget.  The numbers for Park Board, EDA and Fire Department were incorporated into the 2010 budget.

They will work on cuts to the entire budget between now and when the final budget gets approved in December.

g) Resolution 2009-13 A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY COLLECTIBLE IN THE YEAR 2010

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bradford that the City set the preliminary levy for 2010 at $431,007.66 which is a 6% increase over 2009.  A reminder that this is only preliminary.  

h) Resolution 2009-14 A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE CITY OF MANTORVILLE WITHDRAW FROM THE FOUR SEASONS JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve Resolution 2009-14 with the two changes made as follows;


Second paragraph to read, whereas the city of Mantorville desires to withdraw their membership in the four seasons arena joint powers agreement effective January 1, 2010 terminating all rights and responsibilities.

Last paragraph, second sentence change to read The City offers to make a onetime contribution of $8,000 to Dodge County, the fiscal agent on the condition that the donation be reserved for parking lot project expenses related to the four seasons arena.  Motion passed unanimously.
i)  Marigold Days Friday night band 

Several complaints have been received about the band that played Friday night.  We may want to look at the decibel level in our ordinance and if it’s not there, incorporate it.  Alcohol was a big issue all weekend.  People were walking out of the Saloon and out into the street.  People were walking all over with alcohol all weekend.  Any future events on that lot need to be considered as far as sound, parking etc.  As for the liquor store, they were granted approval to have the patio area as long as the alcohol was monitored; a significant amount came out the back door with no attempt to police the issue.  When do we want to address this?  
Member Schmidt also noted a time when there was a party bus and people walked out the liquor store and onto the bus.  They have seen people walking by the Art Guild from the liquor store with alcohol.  The motion was made to approve the outside patio area but it would be monitored.  A letter sent from the City to the Saloon owner advising them of serious rules infractions that have been witnessed by Council members on occasion needs to be sent so that they can’t say we didn’t tell them.  Let them know this is an issue we are monitoring; you are not in compliance and are grossly ignoring your responsibility.  If they want to come in and explain themselves they can.  It could affect the liquor license renewal process in February if it continues.  In the Council’s opinion, this is serious enough that the amendment to their liquor license should be pulled but the Council will give them a warning and try and work with them this time.  

8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – None
b) City Clerk Report

· The sign ordinance draft is almost complete will send it out

· EAW deadline for comments is the 22nd – no public hearing for the EAW as one is not required; does the Council want Robert Vogel present at the Council meeting on the 28th?  There will be a public hearing for the CUP where the City will need to set conditions and it would be beneficial to have Robert present.  The Council has agreed to have Robert attend.
· Dave Wilcox has bought an additional piece of land adjacent to his development which is going to change the final plats.  This may delay the final plat public hearing and the annexation process until we have all of the changes in hand.
· The TNT dates will be set to December 14 where the public can comment on the budget.

· The City now has a councilmember who has completed the LBAE training.  The Council agreed to hold the LBAE in the spring.  Cami will bring forward the resolution for this.

· A complaint letter went out to a property that involves more than the 4 vehicles per our city ordinance.  Does the council want to make the exception to this?  It is the consensus of the Council that this person attend a council meeting to present their case to get the exception to the ordinance.  

· The October retreat has been changed to Saturday, November 7 from 8am – 12:00 pm.  Council will want to discuss Budget and CIP.  Cami will get a potluck sheet out to members. 
c) Consultant Report – None
d) Committee Report

Chamber, EDA, Finance/Budget, Fire Department, Infrastructure, KM Joint Powers, MRA, Park Board, Personnel, PZ, Relief, Township
· Chamber – they discussed Marigold Days, new plans for the Fall Festival

· Park Board – motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to approve an additional $1,500 for wood chips.  They are special wood chips which are required as part of the grant they received for the park that they have to maintain things at a certain level.  Motion passed unanimously.

· Personnel – Summary’s of the employee evaluations will be given to council members at the next meeting. 
e) Council Member Report

· Member Bradford – Marigold Days events went well, heard good comments 

· Member Reding – possible parking in the back loop at Riverside Park for next year may want to be discussed with the MRA before allowing it due to potential flood problems and softening of the ground.

· Member Schmidt – a suggestion for working more effectively with the citizens; recommend a sign in sheet at City Hall that citizens can sign in stating what they are coming in for; copy distributed at council meeting; give council a better idea of what takes place on a daily basis
· Member Brannan – None

f) Mayor Report 


Thought Marigold Days went well; good comments from the new vendors; did have a phone call about overflow parking at Slingerland and how are people suppose to know where to pay etc.  Parking in the area around the festivities where people put up no parking signs so people didn’t in their yard caused some parking problems and it should be dealt with next year.


Has a meeting Friday with Peter Grant and Mayor Tjossis about the joint venture deal, H1N1 issue feedback and discussion on if the Joint Ventures is going to pay for the activities director the school hired.  
9. Executive Session - None

10. Adjourn – motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to adjourn the meeting at 10:57 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.
