MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2009

6:30 PM

1.  Call to Order – Mayor Nash called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Members present:  Luke Nash, Annie Brannan, Bill Reding, Chuck Bradford and Linda Schmidt

Others Present; Mark Gamm, Joe Wheeler, Tara Lindquist, Gretta Becay, Adam Hovden and Cami Reber.

2.  Pledge of Allegiance – Done

3.  Additions/Deletions to Agenda

Add to Consent Agenda 4 h) Correspondence from Excel Energy Notice of Certificate of Need proceeding
Add to Consent Agenda 4 i) Jim Mitchell leave of absence request

Add to Old Business/New Business 7 f) Kiosk at Canoe Drop

4.  Consent Agenda

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the consent agenda as follows with the addition of (h) and (i);

a. City Council Meeting  Minutes October 12, 2009

b. Warrant List October 26, 2009

c. Park Board Meeting Minutes 09/29/09 – unofficial

d. City Attorney Fee Increase 2010 Notice

e. October W/S Disconnects

f. P & Z Minutes 09/21/09

g. DC Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda October 27, 2009

Member Brannan noted two changes to the City Council Meeting Minutes of October 12, 2009; change the date listed under 8 d) to November 4 @ 6 pm. 

Under the Clerks Report in reference to the corn stalks Member Brannan wanted to work with the decorating committee to resolve the issue, not tell them what to do.  She thought that is how it was stated and wants it reflected as such.     

5. Public Concerns - None
6. Public Hearing - None 

7. Old Business/New Business

a. Joe Wheeler – SEMMCHRA

Joe Wheeler of the SEMMCHRA was present to discuss Dodge County’s participation in the SEMMCHRA.  Budget levy requests help offset overhead costs associated with running the SEMMCHRA and offer the programs its does such as Section 8 rental housing assistance, grant writing, housing and business rehabilitation projects etc.  Dodge County has not been paying its fair share of budget levy requests and does not feel it needs to.  The County feels that most of the benefit received takes place inside the individual cities versus people in the township.  The County feel’s it is the Cities that should be involved, not the County.  The whole point of Dodge County joining the SEMMCHRA was to be part of the efficiencies that a multi-county housing and redevelopment authority can bring to a community.  

Joe Wheeler would like the next step to be a bi-yearly housing and community development meeting; one to be held in December and one in June.  They would invite Council, all the incorporating cities and Dodge County.  They would lay out what they see as issues, get input from individual communities and then draft a document of where they want to go in the coming year.  Then, in June, they would structure the budget according to the first meeting, get some endorsements, and then submit that budget request to the County.  
This is the last attempt in getting the County to stay involved.  If Dodge County is pulled out, communities would be affected by possibly losing the current programs that fund Section 8 Federal Funds and Public Housing.  There are other organizations that can do these things but it would take a long time to get it back.  The City adopted a resolution years ago appointing SEMMCHRA as our Housing Authority.  Staff is to find this document.          
b. Mark Gamm – DC Waste to Energy Fee

Mark was present to discuss the new fee that Dodge County will be imposing.  The fee amounts to 18% of the garbage bill.  The fee pays for the cost to process our garbage at the incinerator in Rochester.  There will be 10-15% increase in fees at the transfer station also.  This fee is being passed on to both Dodge and Olmsted County and all the customers pay the same fee.  Due to population and the increase in garbage the decision was made to double the size of the Olmsted County Waste Facility to account for the next 20 years of growth.  The cost to operate the plant is roughly $18 million per year.   They receive back about $7 million in revenues from the sale of steam and electricity.  We pay roughly 8% of the $90 million debt service.  The increase will be anywhere from $3.00 to $25.00 depending on the size of the container.  
c. Resolution 2009-18 COOPERATIVE SNOW REMOVAL ON TRUNK HIGHWAY 57 WITH THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bradford to approve Resolution 2009-18, COOPERATIVE SNOW REMOVAL ON TRUNK HIGHWAY 57 WITH THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION.  Motion passed unanimously.  Swenke Company submitted the low bid.

d. VFW Request for Credit on W/S Bill

The VFW is asking for the water meter to be checked to be sure it is running correctly or perhaps an adjustment in the bill based on last year’s usage during that month.  Adam had checked the meter and did not find anything wrong.  It was the consensus of the council to flag the account and see if it becomes an issue.
e. Request for donations, Kasson Senior Dining Program

The Kasson Senior Dining program is requesting a donation from the City to help pay for a new dishwasher.  It was the consensus of the Council to add this item to the retreat agenda and verify budget dollars first. 
f.  Kiosk at Canoe Drop
The Park Board received a request from an Eagle Scout for a project proposal to put up a Kiosk for the canoe drop.  They want to incorporate the DNR, 4 x 5 canoe drop sign into the Kiosk.  Member Brannan noted that the tourism sub group is looking at putting something like this together that list events and whatnot to be put in Riverside Park.  This kiosk is going to direct people where to park after they drop off the canoes and show a map of the river.  Because this is going to be over six feet tall, it will require a building permit.  Cami was not given a site plan yet she wasn’t sure where it was going to be placed.  


Motion was made by Member Brannan, second by Member Schmidt to pay the building permit fees out of the RV Park fund.  Motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Nash asked that the EDA be made aware of what type of plan is being worked so we don’t have a hodge podge of signage all over.    
8. TBD

a. Public Works Report – Adam reported on the following;

· Meeting with the MN Historical Society and WHKS regarding the culvert project.  The design is being worked on between WHKS and the State and the project is expected to take place next Spring.

· Two more homes have been connected to City Water and Sewer

· Hydrants were flushed on the 19th.  There was a water line break later that night in the Mantor Drive area.  It has been fixed and patching will take place in the Spring.

· The water has been shut off in the parks and the shelters are closed.

· Adam suggested that if the City decides to move forward with the sewer project in the Mantor Drive area, they may want to consider replacing the old water lines at the same time.  This will be added as part of the retreat discussion.

b. City Clerk Report – Cami reported on the following;
· A request to utilize some City land adjacent to a residential lot for a garden.
· Dave Wilcox request to waive 30 day temporary sign permit – due to the possible length of time the sign may be up, Council said to treat it as a permanent sign.

· Update on November 7 retreat agenda

· Update on Regional Safety Group

· Update on Sign Ordinance status

· Draft Development agreement sent to Bill Angerman and Jeff Kritzer

· Working with Jeff Kritzer on Orderly Annexation Agreement language recommended by the State Boundary Adjustment

· Update on variance request from MRA regarding lot area for placement of the Greek Revival structure.  Council would like to have Planning and Zoning also present at the hearing.  Post it as such.  

· Update on Casey’s; received grading plan, waiting for input from WHKS and Corey Hanson at the DNR.

· Life Insurance requirements for part time position.  We need to change the requirement to 20 hours and more to qualify.  Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Reding that to qualify for life insurance benefit, you must work at least 20 hours per week.  Friendly amendment by Member Brannan that the cost is prorated based on number of hours worked under 40.  Motion passed unanimously.
c. Consultant Report - None
d. Committee Report

· Chamber – Member Schmidt reported that the fall festival went well and that there were large numbers attended at the haunted house

· EDA – Member Bradford reported that the Acquisition/Development subgroup got together and are reviewing and looking at JobZ vs TIF, they are just looking at it.  The 2008 volunteer hour’s value is set at $20.25 per hour.  This will help when applying for grants.  Member Brannan reported that the Tourism Round Table is Wednesday, November 4 @ 6 pm at City Hall.  Post it as a quorum of all City groups.  Member Brannan would like to have a Council Member present to represent the Council.    

· Finance/Personnel – is meeting tomorrow to discuss personnel evaluations.  
· MRA – talked about culvert on 5th Street; looking at applying for funds through the Legacy Grant funds; Tom Gall approached the MRA about a Civil War reenactment April 30 – May 2.  
e. Council Member Report
· Member Reding – None

· Member Bradford – report that the Dam Committee met and gave that update.  Member Bradford commended the Decorating Committee’s efforts to the City is outstanding and they bring value to the City – Thank you to all involved in that.  

· Member Schmidt – None

· Member Brannan – reiterated the Dam Committee’s focus is to do what we can to maintain the dam and keep it in as good of shape as we can.  The committee will be asking for $5,000 for the 2010 budget.  Add to retreat agenda.
f. Mayor Report 

Mayor Nash commented on the town decorating and feels that in the time since the decorations have been put up things have taken shape to where things are fine the way they are.  Member Brannan asked what we are going to do to prevent this from happening again.  Mayor Nash stated that the most prudent way to handle this is to allow the town to be decorated but there may be a time when things will need to be modified due to safety and those types of issues.  

Mayor Nash will be attending another NIMS training and the SEMLM Meeting and also the meeting regarding Emerald Ash Bore.  


Mayor Nash also asked about changing the Mayor term from 2-4 years.  He asked Council to think about this and add it to the retreat agenda.  
9. Executive Session - None

10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to adjourn he meeting at 8:50 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.
