MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, MAY 8, 2006
6:30 PM

1. Call to Order:  Mayor Carlson called the meeting to order at 6:45 PM.
2. Members Present: Mayor Diane Carlson, Annie Brannan, Luke Nash, Ross Abel, Bill Reding.

Others Present:  Richard Balcome, James Welch, Bernita Reding, James Jencks, Robert Lermon, John Olive, Jane Olive, Dave Dripps, Tom Gall, Randy Carlson and Karen Khavari, Assistant City Clerk.
3. Consent Agenda: Member Brannan made a motion to approve the City Council Meeting Minutes of April 24,, 2006 and May 1, 2006, the Warrant List for May 8, 2006 and the Fire Department’s Officers’ Meeting of April 3, 2006 and the Fire Departments Members’ Meeting of April 5, 2006. Motion seconded by Member Abel. Motion passed unanimously.
4.
Correspondence: None
5. Public Concerns: James Jencks addressed the Council with several concerns. Mr. Jencks said Ordinance No. 96 and its amendment, Ordinance No. 101, states there should be a member of the City Council on the Planning and Zoning Commission and to his knowledge there is no member of the Council on the Commission.  Mayor Carlson advised Mr. Jencks that at the previous Council meeting Ross Abel was selected as the Council’s Representative. Mr. Jencks explained that this information was not included in the Council’s Meeting Minutes for April 24, 2006. 
6. Mr. Jencks told the Council that at least three people from the Staff and Council told him that it was a law that three members of the Council be on the EDA.  Mayor Carlson advised Mr. Jencks that there is not a law requiring three Council Members be on the EDA.  However, in many communities, the City Council is the EDA. Mr. Jencks stated that the appearance of two City Staff Members and three Council members on the EDA gives an unseemly impression. Member Reding said it gave the appearance of a coup. 

Mr. Jencks advised the City Council that Member Brannan told him he was not eligible for membership on the EDA or the Planning and Zoning Commission. Member Brannan told Mr. Jencks that he was incorrect and she never told Mr. Jencks he was not eligible for membership on those two commissions. Member Brannan reminded Mr. Jencks the only discussion she had with him was regarding the selection of a RFP (Request For Proposal) recipient for the two EDA lots. Member Brannan stated that Mr. Jencks, as the Manager of the MRA properties, has a vested interest in the two lots. The MRA presented a proposal for the two lots to the EDA a couple months ago. Everyone involved must be careful and make sure there is no perceived conflict of interest in determining who acquires the lots.
David Dripps asked the Council if Planning & Zoning Commission members would receive reimbursement for parking when attending out of town meetings.  Robert Lermon asked what rate the City uses for mileage reimbursement.  Mayor Carlson advised the gentlemen that mileage and parking expense would be reimbursed.  The City uses the current IRS mileage reimbursement rate of .445 cents per mile.
6. Old Business: Mayor Carlson made a motion to approve the application of Tom Gall for membership on the Planning and Zoning Commission. Motion seconded by Member Reding. Motion passed unanimously. Mayor Carlson gave the Oath of Office to David Dripps, Tom Gall, Karen Khavari, and Robert Lermon.  Ron Alberts was unable to attend and will be sworn in at a later date.
All Staff and City Council Members must be trained to an IS-700 NIMS (National Incident Management System) level before September 30, 2006. Staff and Council Members may use the computer set up in the Council Chambers. The web address for the training is www.training.fema.gov/EMIweb/IS/is700.asp. This information will be posted at the computer.

Council Members need to review the amended Livestock Ordinance No. 87 and the new Non-Domestic Animal Ordinance.  If there are no changes to the submitted documents, the Council will vote on them at the May 22, 2006 Council Meeting.

7. Public Hearing: None
8. 
New Business: The Council received a letter from David J. McKnight, County Administrator, 
      
asking if the City of Mantorville is interested in participating in a Dodge County communication 

      
and collaboration project similar to that in Scott County. The formation of the group would give 

      
local governments in Dodge County an opportunity to communicate and work more closely 
together.  The Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency is a coalition of local units of government in Scott County encouraging greater efficiencies and leadership in public service, through enhanced communication, collaboration of services and sharing of resources. Mayor Carlson asked Karen Khavari, Assistant City Clerk, to contact Dodge County and let them know that Mantorville is interested in participating.
John Olive, representing the MRA, advised the Council that Mr. Brian Bettridge would be coming from Decorah, Iowa to help with the restoration of the stone on the east side of the old stone school , repairs to the roof and other miscellaneous items. The building is located on the Kasson-Mantorville Intermediate School property. Mr. Olive asked the Council to provide a full hookup RV site for Mr. Bettridge at no charge during his stay in Mantorville. Mr. Bettridge will be in Mantorville from mid-August to mid-September. Motion made by Member Brannan to provide the RV site and no charge for the approximate one month stay. Motion seconded by Bill Reding. Motion passed unanimously.
Assistant City Clerk, Karen Khavari, received a complaint from a resident reporting that cars and trucks are not stopping at the 4-way stop, at the corner of 9th ST W and West ST. Some of the trucks are associated with the northwest water and sewer project.  This corner is only one block from the Middle School. Soon the children will be out for summer vacation and with the increased number of children playing outside, drivers need to be especially cautious. The resident contacted Dodge County Law Enforcement and were told they did not have enough staff to patrol and watch that intersection.  The resident felt this was not a satisfactory answer.  Mayor Carlson asked Member Nash to discuss the matter with Dodge County Sheriff, Gary Thompson.

9.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Carlson asked the Council members to review the Mayor’s and Council 


Members’ job descriptions, Council Bylaws and City Council Meeting rules of procedures. They

 
will be discussed and may be revised, at a future meeting. 
The May 22, 2006 Council Meeting will include a field trip to the City’s wastewater treatment plant. The group will leave the Council Chambers at 7:00 pm and return at 8:00 PM. City Staff will discuss the various processes which occur in the treatment of waste water.
During the week of June 12, 2006, the Personnel and Budget Committee, Mayor Carlson and Member Brannan, will be meeting to review the Personnel Policy and begin to plan for the 2007 budget process.

City Clerks Report: Assistant City Clerk, Karen Khavari, advised the Council that the complaint about the resident with an inoperable vehicle and six dogs was being handled. The resident will remove the vehicle and license the dogs. Mayor Carlson stated the resident’s dogs were grandfathered in. The resident was advised that as the dogs pass away, they cannot be replaced. Will follow up on May 22, 2006.
The new www.mantorville.com is scheduled to be operation on Wednesday, May 10, 2006.

A letter with a list of snowmobile clubs and associations was sent to Mr. Jeff Meyers, asking him to identify those that should attend the City’s Snowmobile meeting. The meeting will focus around the snowmobile ordinance and violations of the ordinance. 
Council Members’ Reports:

   Member Abel: The aforementioned resident has removed the inoperable vehicle. Member Abel 

   requested a letter be sent to another resident who appears to be in violation of the debris 

   ordinance. Staff will follow-up.


Member Brannan: At the next EDA meeting, Member Brannan will bring up the issue of three

 
Council Members on the Economic Development Authority.

Member Nash: Member Nash and Mayor Carlson attended two Township meetings, during the past two weeks, to discuss issue the may have with their fire contracts. Milton and Wasioja Townships have no issues.  The Mantorville Township is asking there be no increase in the 2008 fire contract. Member Nash and Mayor Carlson suggested that members of the townships be invited to attend some of the Fire Department Meeting. Attendance may present an opportunity for the townships to become more acquainted with the Fire Department and give a better understanding of their commitment to the townships and the functioning of the Fire Department.
Member Reding: No Report
Mayor Carlson made a motion to adjourn the Council Meeting. Motion seconded by Member Nash. Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Karen Khavari

Assistant City Clerk

Attest: Camille Reber
            City Clerk-Treasurer
