MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2005

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – The regular session of the City Council was called to order at 6:33 PM by Mayor Carlson.

Members Present: Diane Carlson



Ross Abel



Annie Brannan



Luke Nash



Nate Nord

Members Missing:
None

Also, Present: Bill Reding, Randy Carlson, Wendy Claseman, Julie Larsen, Mike Bubany, Richard Carlson, Todd Vrieze, Dale Brannan, JJ Williams, Matt Brekke -Street Supervisor and Assistant City Clerk – Karen Khavari.
2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda
a. Dale Brannan – Mantorville Fire Department

b. Vrieze response for Variance

c. Julie Larsen – Mantorville Park Department

3. Consent Agenda

a. Meeting Minutes – Motion made by Mayor Carlson, seconded by Member Nord, to accept the City Council Minutes of August 22, 2005, Park Board Minutes of July 26, 2005. Motion passed unanimously.

b. Warrant List – Motion made by Mayor Carlson, seconded by Member Nord, to accept the Warrant List. Motion passed unanimously.

4. Old Business

a. Southeastern Minnesota League of Municipalities – Mayor Carlson urged members of the Council to attend. Members should advise the City Clerk or Assistant City Clerk, if they plan to attend.
b. The SMLM Calendar 2006, listing the General Membership Meetings was provided to members.

c. 2005 Annual Conference of the League of Minnesota Cities -Mayor Carlson encouraged Council Members to attend. It will be held in Rochester, MN, December 1-3, 2005. Members should advise the City Clerk or Assistant City Clerk, if they plan to attend.
d. The City and the American Red Cross collected $435.08 during Marigold Days. To date, City Hall, Marigold Days and the Citizens State Bank has collected $1,435.28 for the American Red Cross.

e. Vrieze Garage Variance – Motion by Member Nord to approve the size variance contingent on Mr. Vrieze locating the boundary pins or having the property surveyed to locate the boundaries. Motion seconded by Mayor 
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Carlson. Motion approved by Members Carlson, Brannan, Abel and Nord. Member Nash dissented. Motion passed. 
5. New Business

a. Park Board – Julie Larsen presented an update on Mantorville Parks and proposals for 2006.

i. Refurbishing of Slingerland Park sign. Suggested possible sandblasting. Residents would like some swings including baby swings, some picnic tables and a slab of cement and a way to keep the Porta-Potty from being tipped over. There have been inquiries about playing soccer at Slingerland. It is a popular sport.
ii. Need to do some landscaping at all the City’s Parks. Removal of some dead trees and planting some new trees. Will get pricing for this task.

iii. The five (5) year plan includes a possible low maintenance Gazebo that could withstand the weather, including flooding. There has been a request for music at Riverside Park on a volunteer basis. However, there is no place to accommodate.

iv. The Board is requesting a capital outlay of $10,000.

v. The sign for donations to Riverside Park, by businesses, should be completed in 2 to 3 weeks. Matt Brekke will handle.

vi. The Board requested two (2) additional trash receptacles to match those in the park.
vii. The Board will request the remaining funds from the Grant.

viii. The Park Board received a check from Bruce Selle as a memorial gift to Cheryl Selle. The gift will go in the fund for playground equipment and not into the general fund. A tree will be planted and a memorial plaque placed.  Gifts given to the Park/City must be designated for equipment and not the general fund.
ix. The Park Board had fifteen (15) volunteers to help with the street cleanup after Marigold Days. The volunteers included several under the age of nine (9), four (4) Conferees from St. John’s Church, four (4) Park Board Members.

x. There were no reported problems during Marigold Days.
xi. Motion made by Member Nash to accept the $2000 Memorial Gift from Bruce Selle, to be used as directed. Motion seconded by Member Brannan. Motion passed unanimously.

b. Matt Brekke – Matt Brekke was introduced as the new Mantorville Public 


     Works Maintenance Supervisor. Matt presented a monthly report as was done 

     by his predecessor. Matt also presented a plan for new City uniforms that 
     would be more comfortable and cost efficient.
     Member Brannan made a motion to initiate a new dress policy for non-office 
     personnel. Each non-office personnel will have a $400 clothing allowance the
     first year of the new policy and a $300 allowance each successive year, The
     first year will begin on October 1, 2005. New dress policy to be added to the
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     Personnel Policy. Motion seconded by Member Nord. Motion passed 

               unanimously.
c. Public Hearing – Issuance and sale of Senior Housing Revenue Notes
At 7:05 PM, Mayor Carlson opened the Public Hearing. No one was in attendance from the Senior Housing group to explain the mechanics of the 
issuance and sale of the bonds.  Mike Bubany, David Drown Associates, explained there would be no liability to the City for issuance and sale of the bonds to Rochester.

It was noted by Member Brannan, that Mantorville will receive $12,500 for holding the hearing and etc. 
There were not questions. Motion made to close the Public Hearing by Member Brannan at 7:07 PM and seconded by Mayor Carlson. Motion passed unanimously.


     Member Brannan made a motion to approve the issuance of $7,000,000 in 

                revenue bonds for a multifamily housing and health care project. Motion

                seconded by Member Nord. There was no discussion. Motion passed 

                unanimously.

d. Northwest Water & Sewer Project
i. Mike Bubany, David Drown Associates, explained the selling of bonds for the project.  The amount of money required is $1,199,107. There is a 5% contingency fund to cover overruns. One of the reasons we need to purchase the bonds soon as possible (09/26/05) is the first capital interest will be due before the City received its revenues from the project.

ii. There will be no pre-payment penalty if the City pays off the debt ahead of schedule.

iii. The sale of the bonds will be through a competitive sale. Because there is a large amount of bonds, the interest rate is the most important consideration.

iv. Chapter 444 – System fees are to pay for the project. The underwriters’ discount is 1.3%, which is an appropriate amount.

v. Assessment Notices – All residents of the Northwest Water/Sewer Project will received notices of the Special Assessment Hearing. All calculations are based on 27 residents signing the assessment petition.

vi. Connection Fees – The connection fee for water and sewer is $17,255 plus 5% interest. The connection fee for the sewer only is $11,000. The assessments will begin in 2007.

vii. Water and sewer rates will need adjustment, either the monthly rate or the volume rate. Adjustments should be completed no later than January 1, 2006.
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viii. Mr. Bubany anticipates from three (3) to eight (8) bids.
ix. A motion by the Mayor Carlson to give authority to David Drown Associates to sell $1,195,000 in General Obligation Utility Revenue / Disposal System Bonds, Series 2005A. Seconded by Member Nash. Motion 

           passed unanimously.
x. Mr. Bubany and Bill Angerman will attend the September 26, 2005 Council Meeting.


e. Dale Brannan – Mantorville Fire Chief

i. The Fire Department was granted a $50,000 grant and asked it be


used for the exhaust on one of the fire trucks. Motion made by  

      Member Nash that the grant money be used to repair/replace 

      the exhaust on the fire truck. Seconded by Member Nord. Motion 

      passed unanimously.

ii. Chief Brannan requested the terms for the officers of the Mantorville 

      Fire Department be changed from a one year term to a two year term. 

      This would allow the Department and the officers to be more affective 

      in completing their agenda. This would mean a change in the Bylaws 

      of the Fire Department. Motion made to change the term of the officers
      of the Fire Department from one year to two years, effective January 
      1, 2006. Seconded by Member Nord. Motions passed with the 
      exception of Member Brannan abstaining. 
iii. Chief Brannan reminded the Council that the parking space in front of 

      the Country Home Store and next to the alley is reserved for the Fire 

      Department only.  Mayor Carlson asked the Public Works Supervisor 

      to investigate and, if necessary, paint the appropriate yellow lines to

      prevent parking in that area.

iv. Chief Brannan stated the Fire Department, with the financial 


assistance of the Relief Association, had purchased a 20 ft

      flatbed trailer for the Fuff Memorial. It is to be used for the transport

of Betsy. The Fire Department is donating the trailer back to the City of

      Mantorville; however, the trailer is for the exclusive use of the Fire 

      Department. The City may allow other use of the trailer with the prior 

      Approval of the Fire Department. A memorial plaque will be placed on 

      the trailer. Motion made by Member Nash to accept the trailer and   

      adhere to the use as specified by the Fire Department. Seconded by
      Member Nord. Motion passed unanimously.

v. The Mantorville Fire Department now has a 28 member training group

      and additional space is needed. Also, there has been discussions on 

      siding the west side of the Fire Hall. Chief Brannan received a bid on 

      the addition of a 24 ft  x 60 ft room. The bid is $100,000. Questions 

      are: 1) How much financial assistance will the City provide?  2) How 

      much assistance will the Fire Relief Association provide?  3) Will all 

      the work be completed by an outside contractor?  Will the members of

      the Fire Department donate some of their time and skills to complete
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      the addition? Chief Brannan said the commitment of the members of

      the Fire Department could be a burden.  Chief Brannan added that the

      new addition would have a small kitchen. Meals are served to the

      members during training periods. The timeline for the additionis 2006.   


Mayor Carlson asked this item to be added to the agenda of 

      the September 24, 2005 Retreat.

vi. Chief Brannan brought up the use and condition of the alley on the 

      west side of the Fire Hall. He requested the alley be brought up to the 

      proper condition with the addition of gravel and signs stating NO 

      PARKING and FIRE DEPARTMENT USE ONLY. A blacktop surface 

      would be the best condition for the alley.  Mayor Carlson said there 

      would be further discussion at the Retreat.

6. Reports
a.   Council Members’ Report

i. Annie Brannan – Member Brannan will be out of town from September 21st – 29th, 2005.

ii. Ross Abel – What is the status of signing of easements by Daniel Ryan and Robert Zeller?

iii. Luke Nash – Has a list of approximately 17 City lights that are out. Will provide the list to the City Clerk.
iv. Nate Nord – Followed up on the complaint about a citizens weeds.  The situation has been corrected.
c. Mayor’s Report

i. 
The Mayor may be going to the hurricane disaster area either with


 Mayo or the American Red Cross. The Mayor will coordinate with 


Member Brannan, who is the acting Mayor, when Mayor Carlson is out 


of town.

ii. 
The order of authority when the Mayor is out of town is as follows;

            Member Brannan, Member Nash, Member Abel and Member Nord.

iii. 
Mayor Carlson will be attending the SMLM (Southeastern Minnesota
            League of Municipalities) on September 29, 2005.

iv.
The Mayor is the President of the SMLM. Mayor Carlson is also on the Planning Committee of the 2005 Annual Conference of the League of Minnesota Cities and will be attending. It would be beneficial for Member Brannan and the CityClerk-Treasurer to attend portions of the conference.

v. Mayor Carlson will be meeting with the City Clerk and Assistant City 

Clerk on September 19th to discuss homework assignment for the Council member. The assignments need to be complete prior to the Retreat.

vi. The 6th Annual Open House will be October 12, 2005 and all City Council members are required to attend.
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d. City Clerk’s Report (Provided by Assistant City Clerk)
      i.  
There is some confusion on the status of golf carts and ATV permits 
                 and fees. Mr. Lambert of the Marigold Days Committee inquired about
                 the permits and fees. After conferring with the Mayor, it was 
                 determined to issue one permit per golf cart and a fee of $15.00 per 
                 golf cart.  Mr. Lambert complied.  During Marigold Days there were 
                 many golf carts, ATVs, and 4 Wheelers on the streets and in the park
                 that did not obtain a permit and pay the fee.

                 Member Nash said the City Ordinance for these types of vehicles is
                 unclear and should be rewritten.  Mayor Carlson asked that it be put
                 on the agenda for the retreat.
     ii.
The City RV Park occasionally has customers that do not pay. The 

                 week prior to Marigold Days weekend, a camper (travel trailer) came 

                 in on Monday and left sometime during the weekend. The tow vehicles 

                 did not come to the campgrounds during office hours and we were 

                 unable to collect the camping fees. It is believed this same camper did

                 the same thing earlier this summer. Notes were taped to the camper

                 door and still no response. Does the City have the authority to have 

                 campers towed from the campground and/or impounded? There is no 
                 ordinance addressing this issue.  Mayor Carlson asked that this issue

                 be added to the agenda for the retreat.

      iii.
Representative Randy Demmer extended an opportunity to the

                 Council for him to come and speak to the members and answer any

                 questions members may have. Mayor Carlson asked we invite
                 Representative Demmer to attend the October 24, 2005 Council 
                 Meeting. Mayor Carlson also asked that an invitation be extended to 
                 Senator Dave Senjem to attend the City’s Open House, October 12, 

                 2005.

vii. The City has a request from a potential camper for a reduced fee for a 

4 to 6 weeks period. He will be doing house construction. The Council stated there would be no negotiated or reduced fees at any time.

7. Budget Discussions

a. After a lengthy review of the proposed budget, a motion was made by 


Member Nash to certify the 2006 budget for $340,521 in tax 
       
revenues. Motion seconded by Member Brannan. The 2006 budget 


will not increase from the 2005 approved budget.
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Motion made by Member Brannan, seconded by Member Nord to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 PM. Motion passes unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Camille Reber

City Clerk-Treasurer

