MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, AUGUST 26TH, 2002

7:30 P.M.

Members present:  Diane Carlson, Julie Larsen, Diane Wilke and Bob More; Absent: Mark Lamphere

Also present:  Scott Speer, Tom & Jennifer Gall, Mark Stevens, Dave Leth, Elizabeth Oolman, Ann Tuma, Bill Angerman, Dale Brannan, Gene Lushinsky, Luke Nash, Roger Nolte, Scott Rose, Tom & Sharon Anderson, Gary & Pamela Utech, Linda Jappe, Michelle Grant, Diane Messenger, Michael Doran, Jodie Starch, Paul & Tania Meyers, Chris Ungs, Chris Hoehn, Brian Quimby and Mark Schelling

MINUTES – August 12th meeting:  Motion by Member More and second by Mayor Carlson to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Member More to approve payment of the Warrant list in the amount of $47,616.23.  Motion carried unanimously.

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT REPORT – Mark Stevens & Dave Leth:  

• Infratech report (televised sewer line report) will be left at the front counter for viewing;


• lights for the west side of the firehall have been ordered but will cost more than estimated;


• dump truck – new vs used, further discussion tabled till later in the meeting;

SCOTT SPEER – 210 7th Street West:  Mr. Speer’s residence had water seeping into the basement during the heavy rainfall on August 21st and he was present to ask for the Council’s help in replacing all of the lost items.  Mayor Carlson replied that the Council could not provide answers tonight and that’s its purpose was to gather information and turn the information over to the insurance company for further discovery.  City Attorney Roger Petersen explained the procedure for the residents to follow and the steps that the City will take.  City Engineer Bill Angerman replied that until he had examined the area, it would be hard to speculate as to the cause of the water entering the homes.  The residents then told the Council that the flow through the north/south drainage ditch has increased due to development north along Chestnut Street.  Michelle Grant, 706 Walnut Street, said that the standing water in the ditch is a health hazard and that kids play in it.  She said that she had 20,000 to 25,000 dollars worth of damage in her basement.  Mr. Speer said that the tax base in Mantorville is going up while the market values are going down.  Mayor Carlson again reminded the residents to file a written claim describing their damages and file it with the City Clerk.  Neighbors replied that they are not necessarily looking to file claims but that they are looking for a solution so it won’t happen again.  Member More told the group that if there’s a problem that needs to be fixed – the City will fix it.

VARIANCE REQUEST – Chris Hoehn, 610 Golfview Court (tabled from August 12th meeting):  The Variance from the Zoning Ordinance is necessary in order for Mr. Hoehn to build an oversized garage on his property.  The garage will be used for storage purposes only, not for commercial purposes and he is not planning to have access off from County Road 15.  Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to grant the Variance based on all criteria listed in Section 3.6(10) of the Zoning Ordinance being met or exceeded and that it will be used for personal use only.  Motion carried unanimously. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT – Roger Nolte:
• Mr. Nolte requested clarification of a $60,000 loan the City made to the Fire Department in 1996.  The money was used to “buy down” the loan for purchase of a fire truck.  Council agreed to work on setting up a 5-year capital improvement plan for future purchases for the Fire Department and the City’s various departments starting in 2003.

• Fire Hall refurbishing list: new lights ordered for the west exterior of the building, reroofing the fire hall is budgeted for 2003 and installation of a larger water heater will be done before Marigold Days.

• Mr. Nolte explained a sheet showing how costs could be divided up between the three (3) Townships and the City if the Council wanted to change the way townships are billed for their annual contracts.  

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – Dale Brannan:  

• said there is a new recruit by the name of Marvin Meyers;


• that the foam system for the grass rig will be paid in part from a DNR grant;

• the Relief Association spent over $15,000 this month for new equipment for the Fire Department. Member Wilke thanked Roger Nolte for doing the grant work.

CRIME PREVENTION –Scott Rose:  Deputy Rose recapped information he had gleaned from discussions with the Council Members since the July 22nd meeting.  He will be working to help set up neighborhood watch groups in several areas around town.  Deputy Rose agreed to be part of the City’s open house in October.  

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:

• Member More returned to the discussion about purchasing a new vs used dump truck by saying that a new truck could possibly last 20 years.  After much discussion there was a motion by Member Wilke and second by Member Larsen to purchase the new truck.  Motion carried unanimously.   Delivery will probably not be until January of 2003.

• Member Larsen brought up the subject of a BMX bike area for the kids in town.  She will research the liability information for discussion at a future meeting.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  reported on a phone call from Bob DeWitz regarding the setback violation at 1006 Chestnut Street.  The garage will be shortened five (5) feet to bring it into compliance with the setback requirements.

Deputy Luke Nash was asked to check on reports of demo cars in the yard at 1002 Main Street North.

Property located at 414 6th Street West  has been secured.

DALE BRANNAN – 323 5TH Street East:  Mr. Brannan inquired about subdividing his property by selling off the portion identified as E½ Lot 3, Block 2 in Mantor Estates.  Council suggested that he go to the Dodge County Environmental office to see if the lot would be large enough for a septic system.

CITY ENGINEER REPORT – Bill Angerman:   
• Council directed Mr. Angerman to proceed working with the City’s maintenance department regarding the storm water issue that was discussed earlier in the evening.  

• said that the detention pond was not 100% complete which means that the punch list is not final;

• no news yet on the water tower low interest loan;

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER:  

• Dodge County planning meeting;


• regional LMC meetings;


• LMC correspondence pertaining to state aid;


• reminder of October 30th SMLM meeting

2003 ANNUAL BUDGET DISCUSSION:  Consensus was to set the preliminary budget at $591,730.00.  The City Clerk will have the resolution ready for the September 9th meeting.

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to adjourn at 9:50 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle 

