MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, JULY 8TH, 2002

7:30 P.M.

Members present: Diane Carlson, Mark Lamphere, Julie Larsen & Bob More; Absent: Diane Wilke 

Also present:  Joan DeWitz, Jay Kruger, Bill Angerman, John Goodman, Roger Petersen, Ken Hill, Nicki Glawe, Karen & Don Hofstad, Aaron Kelly, Craig Hill, Rick Bexell, Dawn McMahon, Dale Brannan and Roger Nolte

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:  delete Joe Waugh; add Fire Department report

MINUTES – June 24th Meeting:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Lamphere to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Larsen to approve payment of the Warrant list in the amount of $31,323.41.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT – Bill Angerman, WHKS & Co.:  Mr. Angerman explained the “Request for Release of Infrastructure” form that was being used to track the progress of the items on the “punch list” for the Chestnut Street project that remained to be corrected.  When the list has been completed, both the City Engineer and the Public Works Director will sign off and recommend that the City Council accept the public infrastructure improvements. Of the thirteen (13) items listed, seeding around the detention pond was the only item remaining to be completed.  

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:  
• briefly recapped a meeting with Barbara Johnson from Senator Mark Dayton’s office that was held at Mantorville City Hall on June 27th;

• reported that School Superintendent Mike Smith & Kasson City Administrator Mike Rietz will be in the office on Tuesday to begin discussions about a joint power’s commission.

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:

• Member Larsen updated the Council with a Park Board report – they had recently been notified that their matching grant request had not been accepted for funding.  The Board plans to continue with fundraising efforts to add to the almost $30,000 cash already raised.  

• Mayor Carlson approved the Park Board’s recommendation for Cresta Melcher to be appointed to fill a vacancy.

PUBLIC HEARIANG – Variance request from DeWitz Construction:  DeWitz Construction was requesting a Variance from the Zoning Ordinance Section 6.3 “Setbacks, Front Yard” to allow a 20’ front yard setback rather than the required 25’ front yard setback.  Joan DeWitz was present to represent DeWitz Construction Inc.  Ms DeWitz stated that the site plan that they presented at the time of application clearly showed a 20’ front yard setback and had they been told differently, they would have agreed to move the footings back to the required 25’.  Several residents in attendance spoke against the Council granting the Variance.  City Attorney Roger Petersen stated that if an oversight was made by someone on behalf of the City that it does not automatically warrant a Variance be granted, and that the builders should have been aware of the setbacks prior to construction.  There being no further comments, pro or con, there was a motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Lamphere to close the Public Hearing at 8:14 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Member Lamphere stated that ignorance is no excuse, that the contractors should have been aware of the City’s ordinances and that he does not feel a Variance should be granted.  Member More stated that the criteria for granting a Variance had not been met according to Ordinance No. 115 Section 3.6 (10) 1-5.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Lamphere to deny the Variance request based on the fact that the criteria had not been met according to Ordinance No. 115 Section 3.6 (10) 1-5.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Roger Petersen:  
• inquired as to the condition of the house at 414 6th Street West and how the Council wished to proceed; Council agreed that he should write the owner telling them to secure the residence and the excavation areas around the house;

• after discussing the building permit application, it was decided that the City Clerk should fill in the blanks on the application pertaining to the setbacks by noting which zoning district the property is located in and the proper setbacks according to the Zoning Ordinance.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT – Dale Brannan, Chief:  
• The Department is working on their proposed 2003 budget and questioned how the capital equipment (truck fund) monies would be carried over from this year; there will be a paper trail denoting the $15,000 from this year’s budget;

• time to start working on the annual contracts for the three (3) townships;

• discussion about billing & collection for fire calls in 2002; Chief Brannan will follow up with the treasurer;

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER:  

• Mayor Carlson reminded everyone about the July 30th SMLM meeting in Winona

MAYOR’S REPORT:


• will be out of town from July 10th through the 25th;


• budget discussions to start at the July 22nd meeting;


• plans to add a ½ hour educational session to each Council meeting starting September 1st 

PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS – tabled until the July 22nd meeting

ADJOURN:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Larsen to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle   

