MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 2008

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.


Members present;
Tom Gall





Nancy Bauman





Annie Brannan





Bill Reding





Sarah Leitzen

Others present; Rog Nolte - MFD, James Jencks, Robert Lermon, Ron Schrafel, Gretta Becay – DC Star, Jim Welch, Jim Mitchell - MFD, Mike Grant - MFD, Faye Bigelow, Randy Carlson – DCI, Dale Brannan – MFD, Gary Reihl, Jeff Kritzer – City Attorney, and Cami Reber – City Clerk.

2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda – 

1. Handicap Parking at Hubbell House.

2. Revisit motion for land deed to EDA.

3. WWTP Article & Survey for newsletter.

4. Mantor Drive sewer.

5. Request for staff time on various projects.

6. Request for road closure by Hubbell House.

7. Move the Executive Session to 6b.  

3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Leitzen, second by Member Bauman to approve the consent as follows; Council minutes of December 17, 2007, Warrant list of December 31, 2007 and January 14, 2008, EDA minutes of December 12, 2007, Fire Department Officer and Member meeting minutes of June 4, 2007, June 6, 2007, November 5, 2007, November 7, 2007, December 3, 2007 and December 5, 2007.

4. Correspondence – FYI 

5. Public Concerns – Ron Schrafel asked the Council if they are representing the voters of the community in regards to the lawsuit filed by the KM School District.  He asked if the Council felt that by not signing the quit claim deed to the School District, are they representing what the citizens want.  Jamie Jencks discussed the preservation of the Normal School and feels there is enough issues around the normal school that it is worth our assets to seek this out.  Bob Lermon stated that the citizens of Mantorville should vote on this as it is our tax dollars the City is spending by fighting this in court.  Council Member Bauman responded the need to sit down again with the school district and try to come up with a solution.  Member Brannan clarified with the City Attorney that what we can or cannot do at this point needs to be done in closed meetings as this is now in the litigation stage.  Member Reding noted that if a motion is made in closed session, that information cannot be made public at this point.  
6. Old Business/New Business

a) State of the City Address by Mayor Gall; 
Fellow citizens of Mantorville,

It is that time of the year to pause and reflect on the accomplishments of your city government over the past year. I am happy to report that the state of the city is good. We have seen genuine progress YTY and most importantly several important goals have been met.

Financially the city is in better shape now then it was one year ago.

The city has ended the 2007 year with a surplus of approx $75,000 in unaudited figures. The city successfully changed over to a needs based budgeting process. The city has better financial reports to track it's status and progress.

The city water and sewer utilities are solvent. We've completed our first comprehensive plan ever. We've completed our waste water treatment study. We completed over $100,000 in street maint. The city council council outside of the budget and CIP plan funded the fire department to put on a "back door" to the firehall which allows for easier entry and exit by the department's vehicles. We kept our property tax increase low. We've listened to many members of the public as they raised their concerns and gave opinions about city issues.

The Northwest water and sewer project began the year under the spectre of citizens of mantorville sueing the city. It ended the year with some resolution and mutual conciliation to avoid needless battles in court. At the beginning of the year the problems and concerns surrounding the NW W&S project were unquantified. The city invested significant effort to identify which citizens accepted the work and who had outstanding issues. The city diligently worked with those citizens that had concerns and took steps to address the problems as well as to get tough with our contractor which still to date has not closed all issues. The council has long run out of patience as have the citizens of Mantorville who still have outstanding issues. This project will not be allowed to drag on forever.

As a city we experienced a number of significant events over the course of the year, the burning and loss of the relay station, the establishment of the Welcome Center, the excitement of the renewed focus on that stagecoach trail, and the flood that struck the area. We saw two new businesses in town of the County Seat Coffee House and the School House Cafe. The art guild with their project moved a new building into our downtown and is working to add yet another exciting reason to visit Mantorville. Marigold Days, Olde Tyme Days, and other city events were exciting and successful.

Our working relationship with the city of Kasson, the county, township, state and our legislators is excellent. 2007 saw the beginning of a joint venture involving the city of Kasson, the Kasson Mantorville School District and the city of Mantorville on recreational facilities. As a result the city of Mantorville will experience more visitors and use of our recreational facilities.

Through the tireless efforts of the Dodge County Trail Association the senate finace committee came to town to hear about the proposed Stage Coach Trail. This fantastic project could have great benefit to the city and county should it receive funding through 2008 legislative actions. It is an honor to lend our voice and work with our legislative team who also strong supporters this project.

As a city we have invested much time and effort in 2007 preparing for projects involving, the waste water treatment plant, the dam, drainage issues, 5th street, 7th street and the middle school. In 2008 as a council we will have important decisions to make as to the direction, time and plan for these projects. The upcoming work session in the next few weeks  will focus on this list and the path the council will take.

The new year ahead will see more challenges to overcome and I am confident that as a city we will met them successfully through well reasoned logic, sensible perspective and professionalism.

b) Executive Session – The public meeting was closed at 6:57 pm to go into executive session for discussion of litigation by the Kasson Mantorville School district. 


The public meeting was reopened at 7:32 pm.

c) 2008 Master Fee Schedule Approval – Motion made by Member Leitzen, second by Member Bauman to accept the 2008 Master fee schedule as written.  Member Reding questioned the bulk water rate, excavation, and demolition permit fee’s.  Staff will check further into this and get back to the Council on them.  Motion passed unanimously.
d) 2008 Designations, Committee Appointments – Motion made by Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the following designations for 2008;

Bank – Citizens State Bank of Hayfield, Mantorville Office


Newspaper – Dodge County Independent


City Attorney – Baudler, Baudler, Maus & Blahnik


City Engineer – WHKS & Company


City Auditor – Smith Schaefer and Associates


Investments – 4M Fund


Mayor Gall discussed with the Council the possibility of changing the newspaper 
designation to the Dodge Center Star Record.  He stated that the DCI does not put 
public notices in the front section of the newspaper but only in the shopper section.  The 
Dodge Center Star Record publishes public notices in both sections of the newspaper.  
Randy Carlson, owner of the DCI, responded that they can be put in both sections of the 
paper.  Motion passed unanimously to accept the designations as listed.

e) 2008 City Council Meeting Schedule – Motion made by Mayor Gall, second by Member Brannan to accept the 2008 City Council schedule of meetings as follows;

January 14, 28, February 11, 25, March 10, 24, April 14, 28, May 12, 29, June 9, 23, 
July 14, 28, August 11, 25, September 8, 22, October 13, 27, November 10, 24, 
December 8, 22.  Motion passed unanimously.

f) Township Fire Contracts – Township fire contracts and the rate that should be set for 2009 was discussed.  Because the townships set their budgets in the spring of the previous year, they need to know what they will be paying for rates early on.  Rog Nolte, MFD, feels it is important to establish a consistent policy in setting those rates so the townships know what the rates will be.  It was noted that the city of Kasson raised their rates by $5.00 and are now at $64/per residence.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bauman that we keep the 2009 rate for Mantorville, Wasioja and Milton township at $68.75 per residence for one year.  Motion passed unanimously.    
g) Scheduling work session – A Council work session has been scheduled for Thursday, February 7, 2008 at 5:30 PM.  Mike Bubany of David Drown and Associates will be at this meeting.

h) Hubbell House Street Closure – Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Member Letizen to allow the street closure to take place at the Hubbell House for the yearly Beatles Bash festivities.  The date is not yet set at this point.  Member Brannan questioned the Fire Department’s accessibility to the area when it is closed off.  Chief Brannan said not to worry about it.  Motion passed unanimously.

i) Handicap parking at the Hubbell House – Member Bauman would like the handicap parking area at the Hubbell House looked at.  When the parking changed along 5th Street, the Hubbell House lost some of their handicap parking spots.  There are not enough to accommodate those that need them.  Member Bauman stated that she asked the Hubbell House if they have received complaints of this and they said that yes they had.  She said she would bring this up at a council meeting and have it looked at.  It was recommended that City staff take a look at the parking, work with the Hubbell House and see if something can be changed.  
j) Newsletter Survey – Member Reding, Brannan and Karen Khavari have put together an article for the next City Newsletter with a survey attached.  The article speaks about the WWTP facility plan and gives citizens a chance to respond to what they would like to see happen to the future of the City WWTP.  The article was given to Bill Angerman for recommendations.  A concern that Bill Angerman had is in asking the public what option they would like.  The council needs to remember that the public will give you their opinion but then you have to decide what you want to do with it.  Member Brannan and Karen would like to see the newsletter go out the end of January and do a calling of all citizens the beginning of February to encourage them to fill out the survey.  It was asked for volunteers for the calling and to let Karen or Member Brannan know.  Member Leitzen stated that question number 3 should be omitted.  Mayor Gall said that it seems this may be early to do something like this as we have not heard back from the engineering staff on what will or will not be possible.  The survey could come back showing the one option preferred by citizens yet that option may end up being not viable.  Member Leitzen stated she feels that communicating early with the information that we do have is a good approach and the more information we have, the better in the end.  If the option that citizens choose is not viable, then we will deal with that when the time comes.  Cami will get the study on PDF and have it put on the City website.  A note will be put in the newsletter that it can be viewed there in its entirety.

k) Mantor Drive Septic Systems – Member Brannan reminded the Council that we have some non compliant septic systems in the Mantor Drive area and Dodge County was here about six months ago asking the City what their plan was in extending sewer lines to that area.  She spoke with City Engineer Bill Angerman who said that we could discuss possibilities about the Mantor Drive sewer while we are looking at the WWTP options.  The first step would be to have WHKS put together an estimate of the cost to produce a preliminary plan and the options that are out there.   Mayor Gall agreed that it is a great discussion to have during our planning session.  There are some further things in there that he didn’t want to get into.  He has been talking to the County about proceeding with this and what it might look like.  There are some other things we may want to look at when we book a plan and essentially that’s a larger discussion to be done at the work session.  He hopes to come out of the work session with a clear plan of how we will proceed.  He has information from discussions on the county level, some of their thoughts and feedback that will be a good input to the discussion.  

l) Dedicated staff time – Member Brannan is requesting some dedicated staff time.  She took some time and put together a to do list which is about a page and a half long.  She is asking for dedicated staff time to pull together the information on wind technology and hydro power in order to possibly decrease the cities electrical costs in the sale of electricity.  She is looking at about 10 – 15 hours in the next month.  Cami said that won’t be a problem but does not want this to be done on overtime.  
m) Resolution for Land Transfer – Member Bauman spoke with the City Attorney, Lee Bjorndal, regarding the motion that was made for the land transfer of City owned property, the land by the water tower, to the EDA.  The motion that was made on December 10, 2007 was extremely long and had a lot of restrictions in it that aren’t quite clear.  Member Bauman is moving for the following resolution;



Whereas the City of Mantorville established the Mantorville Economic Development 



Authority by resolution in the year 1995, and 



Whereas, the mission and purpose of this authority is to carry out economic, housing and industrial 

development and redevelopment within the City in accordance with such general policies as may from 

time to time be established by the Council and Mayor and,



Whereas the powers and limitations of the powers of the Authority are delineated in Minnesota Statutes 

and the Authorizing Resolution of the City Council.



Therefore, be it resolved that the motion passed on December 10, 2007, pertaining to the transfer of City 

land to the Mantorville Economic Development Authority, be voided, and that the land described in that 

motion be deeded to the Economic 
Development Authority with only those restrictions described in 

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 469, and the City of Mantorville Resolution Number 95-209, and that such 

transfer of land shall be in the place of any budget allocation to the EDA for 2008, and as many years 

thereafter as the Council deems appropriate.


Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to table the resolution so 

council will have time to look into the statutes and information presented in the 


resolution.  Member Brannan stated that the council had put some parameters around 

the original motion and that something be done with the land in a timely manner; to 

not put any time parameters around the development of the land is fiscally irresponsible 

of the City.  Motion failed with Member Reding and Brannan voting for and Mayor 

Gall and Member Bauman and Leitzen voting against.  The Council turned back to the 

original motion that Member Bauman had made with a second given by Member 


Leitzen.  Member Reding clarified that the motion is now stating that the land will be 

totally given to the EDA 101% with the City receiving no benefit at all other than taxes, 

if they sell it.  He stated it is wrong for the taxpayers to stand there while the council 

gives land away.  Talk about fiscal responsibility.  There is no fiscal responsibility.  

That’s tax payers land.  Tax payers should be able to benefit from the sale of that land 

by keeping their taxes down.  Giving it to the EDA is not going to help people.  


Member Bauman stated that is what the EDA is suppose to be doing with that land.  To 

bring our taxes down.  If nothing happens with it the taxes will not come down.  You as 

a council have a right to replace people on the EDA if they are not doing what they are 

suppose to be doing.  You have a right to give the EDA direction.  Cami stated that in 

discussion with the City Attorney, a formal agreement needs to be done.  She is 


recommending that this be done before any resolution is passed.  She is recommending 

that the agreement and resolution be brought to the next Council meeting.  Member 

Bauman stated that an agreement does need to written up but it doesn’t interfere with 

this resolution.  She had talked with the City Attorney and he knew what she was doing 

tonight by bringing forth the resolution.  Member Brannan asked how many members of 

the Mantorville residents.  Member Brannan feels that some checks and balances need 

to be put in place instead of just giving away such a large amount of potential money.  

Member Leitzen amended the previous motion by saying the land would have to be 

income generating within two years or it would revert back to the City.  Member 


Bauman stated she didn’t know if that would be possible with housing the way it is.  It 

may take two years just to sell a lot.  Motion passed with Mayor Gall and Member 

Leitzen and Bauman voting for and Member Reding and Brannan voting against.  


Dale Brannan called a conflict of interest on the last two votes.  Member Reding agreed.  

The vote was called and questioned as a possible conflict of interest as the Mayors wife 

is the president of the EDA and two members sit on the Council.  Staff will obtain a 

formal opinion from City Attorney Lee Bjorndal.

7. TBD

a) Public Works Report – None

b) City Clerk Report – Cami handed out the financial reports for the unaudited revenues and expenditures for 2007.  She noted that the City went over budget in their expenses but received excess of revenues at approximately $75,000.  The City received the final grant payment on the park flood of 2005, a grant payment on the park flood of 2007 and reimbursement from the Petro Fund for the tank removal on the lots across from Riverside Park.  She submitted a revenue breakout report to the Council that showed a more detailed listing of the revenues received.  A list of items that Cami is working on was also submitted to the Council.  The list gives more detail of the things that she does, besides just putting together financial reports for the City.  Staff is working on the newsletter to go out the end of January.  Staff received a request to rent out the Council chambers.  Direction was given to look into what other city policies are in regards to renting out space and bring back to Council for consideration.  Cami is working on  setting up the meeting with the Historical Society, Council, EDA and Planning and Zoning.  
c) Consultant Reports – None

d) Committee Reports – 
· Infrastructure – City Attorney Lee Bjorndal is working with City Engineer Bill Angerman on gathering information on NW W/S project.  They anticipate an update 
coming shortly on the status of this project.  


Member Leitzen thanked the infrastructure committee for coming up with the survey to 
be put in the newsletter in regards to the WWTP facility plan.  It’s exactly how we 
move forward with informing people.  The Mayor agreed.    
· No other Committee reports were given.

e) Council Member Reports
· Leitzen – None

· Brannan – put together a list of ideas for the City newsletter as asked for by Karen.  She also put together a to do list of tasks and timelines for completion by the responsible party.  This is to help streamline things so they don’t get forgotten.  She will not be present at the January 28 meeting.

· Reding – None

· Bauman – submitted a letter of resignation to the Council effective January 15, 2008 due to health reasons.  The Council accepted the letter.  The open position is to be posted right away.  The Mayor stated to keep close contact on the applications that we receive.  We may or may not be able to take some action at the next Council meeting.  Because Member Brannan will be out of town on the 28th, Cami is to keep her informed of the applicants that come in.  Member Brannan asked if this is something we could do at the February 7 work session.  The Mayor stated he hoped so.  The other thing to note is that the newly elected officials conference from the League of MN Cities takes place the beginning of February and it would be excellent for the new person to be able to attend that as well so it is important that the Council act on the open position in a timely fashion.  Candidates will fill out the volunteer application as was done in the past.
· Mayors Report – the Mayor has had some recent discussions with folks at the County level.  He will talk about those discussions at the work session on February 7.  He noted that he allowed a dog to be released from impound over the weekend but stated to the owner that they must go to City Hall and take care of paying the fine. 
8. Executive Session – moved to 6b.
Adjourn – Motion to adjourn made by Mayor Gall, second by Member Bauman.  Motion passed unanimously.  9:05 PM.

