MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2007

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Tom Gall called the regular meeting to order at 6:33 PM.

Members Present:
Tom Gall




Nancy Bauman




Annie Brannan




Bill Reding




Sarah Leitzen

Others Present:  Rog Nolte, Dale Brannan, Dave Dripps, James Jencks, Rich Balcome, Jodi Starch, Tim Hruska – WHKS, Matt Brekke - Public Works Supervisor, and Cami Reber – Clerk Treasurer.

2. Additions/Deletions to agenda – Member Leitzen requested the following be added to the agenda under New Business; d) Review of 2007 appointments, e) Request of Public Works Department, f) Establishment of a Bureau.

3. Consent Agenda -  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bauman to approve the consent agenda with the following changes to the Council Meeting minutes of March 26, 2007:

6 a) “Member Bauman feels it is an issue that can be worked out”.


6 b) “She, (Member Leitzen), suggested that the EDA take this over next year. (In reference to the Care 
        and Share money distribution.)

6 c) “Jay Kruger of CMS had asked permission from two council members…”


Reiteration on the Park Board meeting Minutes of March 27, 2007; Council approved the minutes 
contingent on final approval by the Park Board with no changes.  Further 
discussion took place on 
requests for park use being sent to the City Council for final approval.  Some sort of communication 
needs to happen so the Council is always aware of activities taking place there.  Staff will talk to Park 
Board regarding the procedures that have been put in place and bring that back to Council.  Motion 
passed unanimously.  


Member Bauman commented in regards to the Park Board Minutes that a dog park would be a nice 
addition to the City.  Dave Dripps asked that we turn the City brush dump into such a use.

4. Correspondence – Information only.  No action taken.

5. Public Concerns – Dave Dripps asked that he be able to comment during the 5th Street East discussion.  

A member of the Dodge County Sheriff’s Department was present to discuss the disorderly use and rental ordinance the County has in place.  The reason for the ordinance is to protect the city from slum houses and disorderly conduct.  When the county is sent to a site due to a disorderly use complaint, the paperwork is sent, among other places, to the city and to the owner of the property.  After the first violation, the property owner is to contact the sheriff’s office to let them know they have been made aware of the complaint.  After the second violation, the property owner is required to submit a plan of action.  After a third violation, a committee is formed with members of the City Council, law enforcement.  The owner of the property is invited as is the tenants of the property.  It gives the property owner more knowledge of what is going on at their property.  The City can revoke the rental certificate until disorderly conduct is under control.  The City wants to make sure that the disorderly use clause is part of the lease that property owners are having tenants sign.  The City does not need to be a part of the signing of the lease or addendum to the lease.  They only need to be sure that the owner of the rental property is aware that a clause in the lease stating the disorderly use is listed in there.  As long as it is, the city will certify them to rent the property.  
6. Old Business

a) CIP Discussion


5th Street East Improvements – Dave Dripps provided information to the Council in regards to 5th Street East.  Since 2005, he has made requests to the City Council and sent letters to the Editor in regards to the safety issues of 5th Street.  Not only is the road dangerous for drivers but even more so for pedestrians.  The City did stripe the road in 2006 in the hopes that would help alleviate some of the problems but Mr. Dripps responded that it only made things more dangerous.  Member Reding and Mayor Gall, representing the City Infrastructure Committee met with Tim Hruska of WHKS and Matt Brekke Public Works Supervisor to look at 5th Street and come up with a sort of scope and timeline to present to the Council.  Dealing with the drainage issue’s will be one problem in coming up with the proper placement of the trail.  A retaining wall will need to be placed to help with that problem.  Options one and two in the study done by WHKS does include the retaining wall.  Member Reding stated that the project was initially slated for 2008 and that the City should wait to move forward and get an assessment policy in place and not rush into this.  Mayor Gall stated that a letter should be presented to the two property owners that abut the property for granting the City additional right of way for a wider trail.  Member Bauman made a motion to send the letter to the property owners and keep things moving.  Motion was lost for lack of a second.  Member Reding reiterated that the City needs to get everything in place including the assessment policy before moving forward.  Member Brannan asked what happens if the property owners grant us the land and then we put an assessment policy in place next year?  We are given the gift of land but then we are assessing them the cost of the road?  That isn’t right and something needs to be worked out in that respect.  If the City does receive federal funds for the transportation enhancement project, the trail will need to meet certain federal guidelines.  That is something else that needs to be looked at.  Mayor Gall, along with Tim Hruska of WHKS and Matt Brekke PW Supervisor will meet face to face with the land owners regarding the land needed for the bike path.  Member Leitzen made a motion, second by Member Bauman to go ahead with the Scope of Services per the recommendation of WHKS and the report they did on 5th Street East.  The motion includes construction to Bergmann Drive and connecting of the road and trail.    Member Leitzen withdrew the motion and amended it to include that a letter be presented to the two property owners along the proposed bike trail and that decision be brought to the Council meeting on April 23 for further direction.  The decision to move forward with the Scope of Services will be made then and the location of the trail will be determined based on the outcome of the meeting with the two property owners along 5th.  Member Reding amended the motion to include that proper grading be included.  

The Council took a break from 8:15 to 8:22 pm.

Fire Hall Renovation – Fire Chief Dale Brannan presented the council with his idea for expansion of the current facilities.  The expansion includes a 1000’ training room.  He handed out rough estimates of building needs.  He is requesting that the Council approve the rough sketch which shows the amount space being requested.  If the Council approves this, he will move further and come up with how to best utilize the space and bring back some cost estimates.  The renovations could include updating the current City Hall to provide better use of space and provide additional storage.  Rog Nolte informed the Council that there is an OSHA representative now located in Rochester.  An area Fire Department received an inspection and were fined.  They were given a list of things that needed to be fixed to be incompliance.  Matt Brekke is going to contact the LMCIT and see if they can come down and do a site analysis of all the City buildings and give us some input on what we may not be in compliance with.  This outcome could have a bearing on the decision the City takes in the renovation project.
Jamie Jencks presented the Council with a sketch of his drawings of how he thinks the current space could better be utilized.  

Member Reding stated that the City needs to proceed with this project.  The FD needs the room.  This matter is tabled for the Saturday retreat.

Chief Brannan inquired on the status of a fireman who is going to active duty.  Do they stay as an active part of the City?  Staff is to find out and get back to him.
b) Swearing in of new EDA Member Jane Olive – Mayor Gall gave the Oath of Office to the new EDA Member, Jane Olive.

7. New Business

a) Duane Johnson, Dodge County Planner, Septic Systems – Duane Johnson and Mark Gamm of Dodge County were present to discuss septic systems located in the urban expansion area of the City.  Discussion on the common septic system which is currently in place in the Edgewood Estates development.  A common septic system is one that allows for hookup to the City utilities if and when the City was to extend their lines.  All plats located within 2 miles of the City limits are reviewed and signed off on by the City.  Part of the homeowners association agreement in the Edgewood Estates subdivision states that when the City provides water and sewer utility you shall hook up at that time.  The County recommends that the City work with the township in establishing an orderly annexation agreement.  The City could take over the upkeep of the septic systems and implement charges to the homeowners for that upkeep.  Those charges would allow for a “slush fund” to be put in place for the future costs of running utility lines to the area.  Member Leitzen asked how the City can get involved earlier?  By putting an orderly annexation agreement with the township in place is one way.  Communication between City and County when new plats come in so that everyone is understanding each others policies is very important.  The County is always willing to talk to and work with the City at any time.  The City needs to review the information provided and look at the costs and staff time associated with taking over any septic systems.
b) Park Board Recommendation of new member – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bauman to approve the Park Boards recommendation of accepting Luke Nash’s application to the Park Board.  Motion passed unanimously.

c) Retreat Date, April 14, 2007 – The Council reviewed the agenda for the retreat set for Saturday, April 14, 2007.  Addition to the list of items to be discussed will be the Fire Department Renovation project and review of council committee appointments.
d) City Council committee appointments – Member Leitzen asked the Council if a formal committee appointment had been set up for the Township and Chamber.  It had been talked about in the beginning of the year, but no formal action taken.  The Council will discuss all of the committee appointments and possibly adding those two on Saturday during the retreat.

e) Start up of a Bureau Center, Bureau of Information – Member Leitzen brought the idea of the City starting a Bureau of Information Center.  Having something in place such as that gives the City the authority to start something, a sort of tool the City can forward with.  Member Reding and Member Brannan feel this is not something the City should be involved with.  The Chamber should do something like this.  The City does not have the funds available to start or do something like this.  Motion made by Member Leitzen, second by Member Bauman to start this Bureau Center.  Motion passed with Members Leitzen, Bauman and Gall voting for and Members Reding and Brannan voting against.

f) External Information Board – Motion made by Member Leitzen, second by Member Bauman for Matt Brekke to obtain estimated costs for an external enclosed information board to be placed on the outside of the council chamber doors.  Motion passed unanimously.

8. Staff, Council and Consultant Reports – 

a) Consultant Report – Nothing new to report from WHKS
b) Public Works Report – Matt Brekke, Public Works Supervisor, submitted his public works report.  Member Bauman commented on what a good report he submitted in detailing the different cost situations on the John Deere Gator.  Council discussed the number of hours for use, how long it is used and other items.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bauman to approve the cost of the new Gator plus trade off of the old at a price of $6,800.00.  The money will come from the CIP fund and offset the amount set aside for the loader.  Motion passed with Mayor Gall and Members Brannan, Bauman, and Leitzen voting for and Member Reding voting against.

Slingerland Park – The Park Board will be adding tree’s to Slingerland Park this 
year.    
Watering of the trees is an issue as there is not a hydrant or place to do 
this at the park.  Matt  
Brekke is to look at having a hydrant installed at this site 
and a separate water meter to monitor 
the usage.
c) Clerks Report – Cami updated the Council on the City webpage and the addition of the Code of Ordinances.  It has been completed and if the council has any changes they would like to see made, they should contact staff.

d) Committee Reports – 

1. Infrastructure – The Infrastructure committee met and looked at several items with Matt.  They looked at the 5th Street East project, drainage issues behind the spot where the Relay Station stood and along West Street and Bluff Street.  The section of Bluff Street which is also a driveway to a home is owned by the City.  It is a dangerous street and the City needs to look at this.  The City is unable to get a snowplow there due to the eroding of the road and the narrowness of it.  Staff is to find out if that section of Bluff Street was ever vacated along with the rest of it.  They will bring this back to Council.

2. Finance – None

3. Comprehensive Plan – The next Comp Plan meeting is scheduled for April 19th at 7:00 PM.
e) Council Members Report –

1. Sarah Leitzen – Member Leitzen updated the Council on the Next Comp Plan meeting which is scheduled for April 19th at 7:00 PM.  She is unable to attend due to work.  Member Bauman will be taking her place.
2. Annie Brannan – Member Brannan asked Matt if he was still working on the steps issue.  He is still trying to get in touch with someone at the Historical Center.  Member Brannan asked the Council permission to work with Cami on the Emergency Management Plan for the City.  The Council agreed.

3. Nancy Bauman – Member Bauman informed the Council that she is planning to attend all of the Planning and Zoning workshops in St. Paul.  She will be attending the Comp Plan meeting on April 19th in place of Member Leitzen who will be out of town for work.

4. Bill Reding – Member Reding questioned the Fire Department on the blowing of the siren during the Relay fire.  He noted that the siren rang steady instead the normal fire call sound.  The Fire Department stated that this is controlled by the County not the City.  They would check into it.  Member Reding informed the Council that he is questioning the connection fee status in regards to when the Hendevidt’s subdivided their lots.  He is questioning why they did not pay the connection fees at that time.  Staff is inquiring with the City Attorney for the legal opinion on this matter.

5. Tom Gall – Mayor Gall handed out the by-laws for the City Council and is recommending a change to them to include a section XV.  Code of Ethics and Conduct and section XVI.  City Council Recognition.  No comments or discussion were made.  The by-laws will come to the next City Council meeting for further discussion and possible approval.  

Member Reding spoke with Dave Senjem and asked him if he would attend a council meeting periodically to inform the Council on bill’s being reviewed during the current session.

Member Brannan asked if the City is going to have further discussion in regards to the sales tax topic.  It will be listed on the agenda for the next council meeting and staff is to send out a letter to the area businesses and ask them to attend the meeting for discussion.

10:08 PM – The regular open meeting was closed to go into executive session to discuss the censuring of Council Member Reding.  Member Reding left the meeting and did not stay for the Executive Session.

10:42 PM – The regular meeting was reopened.  The decision of the Council was to seek further input from City Attorney Lee Bjorndal before making a final decision on the censuring.  Member Reding was not in attendance.  No action was taken.
Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Member Brannan to adjourn the meeting at 10:43 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Camille C. Reber

City Clerk Treasurer

