MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2006

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Acting Mayor, Annie Brannan, called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.


Members present:
Annie Brannan





Luke Nash





Ross Abel





Bill Reding


Members Absent:  Mayor Diane Carlson


Others Present:  Rog Nolte – MFD, Virginia Markham, Rosie Banks, John Banks, Rich Balcome, Michon Smith, Gary Sullivan, Jill Sullivan, Bev Sullivan, Robert Lermon, Tom Gall, Nancy Bauman, Randy Carlson, Sarah Leitzen, Karen Khavari – Assistant City Clerk and Cami Reber – City Clerk.

2. Additions/Deletions to the agenda – Item 7.c) was pulled from the agenda as all accounts are up to date.  Member Reding added two items to the agenda:  Gary Sullivan and Richard Balcome.  
3. Consent Agenda:  Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Reding to accept the consent agenda of Council Meeting Minutes of 9/25/06, Warrant List, Fire Department minutes of 9/13/06 and 10/04/06 as written.  Motion passed unanimously.

4. Correspondence – FYI only

5. Public Concerns – None
6. Old Business – 

a) Codification – Codified City Code and public hearing date set; Cami handed out the codified city code to each council member and asked that they review it themselves for any comments they have.  A public hearing has been scheduled for October 23, 2006 to amend the current city ordinances and adopt the codified city code.  The codification updates the current ordinances by referencing state statutes and brings the code up to date.  Modifications can be done at any time and added to the code.  City Attorney Lee Bjorndal is reviewing the codification along with staff for any changes that may need to be made.  

b) EDA new member application – Council approval;  At the last Council meeting, a recommendation from the Mantorville EDA to approve a new member was put on hold due to the EDA restructuring their meeting times due to member conflicts.  The meeting times they had temporarily changed to were not times that Jennifer Gall could make.  So, the EDA discussed at their last meeting with Jennifer present to find times that would work for all of them.  They came up with the first Monday of each month from 5:30 – 7:00.  The EDA will meet on November 6, 2006 and December 4, 2006. 
7. New Business

a) Senior Citizens Center – blacktop payment request; Virginia Markham spoke for the Senior citizens center.  They are requesting a contribution from the city for the blacktopping project they are planning to do in the spring.  They received estimates of between $5,000 and $6,000.  Any amount would help them out.  They are also looking at getting a handicap parking sign and are inquiring on where to get one at.  Council recommended that Matt Brekke, streets department, can help them out with that.  The Infrastructure committee and Matt will meet to discuss and bring a final decision to the City Council for approval.
b) Bill Singer, AT Group – Employee Health Insurance:  The City utilizes AT Group to help implement health insurance.  Bill Singer was present at Council to give a brief overview of past insurance, past and current rates, proposed rates for 2007 and other coverage options the City can look at.  Currently the City has the top plan which holds the highest premium rates.  The City pays for single coverage but does not contribute to family coverage.  Those employees that choose family coverage pay the difference between the family and single premium.  Those rates are increasing each year also.  It is becoming costly not only for the City but also those employees with family coverage.  Council Member Brannan would like to see a short term disability plan put in place for the employees.  Member Nash would like to have more time to discuss the health insurance options.  There are many plans available and to find the right one needs to have further discussion between council and staff.  The council agreed unanimously to discuss the benefit options a little at a time at each future council meeting.
8. TBD

a) Mayors Report – None

b) City Clerks Report – None

c) Council Members Report –

· Abel - None 
· Brannan – None

· Nash – update the council that the audit was complete on the arena and that everything looked good.

· Reding – None

9. Additions to the Agenda

a) Gary Sullivan – Mr. Sullivan read a letter to the Council he received from the City regarding the recording of the resolution that approved a lot split done in 2000.  Mr. Sullivan sold a piece of land he owned in August of 2000.  The sale was to allow him to keep his garage in the spot it was which was two feet over the property line per the survey that was done then.  Two years later, due to the property owner refinancing, Mr. Sullivan was sued and had to tear down his garage and rebuild another one on his property.  He spent near $20,000.  The property owner would not change their mind and let Mr. Sullivan keep the garage in the location that kept it two feet onto his neighbor’s property.  The resolution was never recorded.  Mr. Sullivan wants to know how something like this happens and doesn’t anyone have any control over the City office?  Mr. Sullivan went into City Hall to complain about the letter and the recording.  He was told by staff that if they had known it was going to cause so many problems, they would have never sent him the copy.  He wants to know why this is going on…is there not enough supervision, incompetent help, or do they need to be shown how to get to the court house?  City Clerk Reber stated that she is unsure why the resolution was not recorded in 2000.  When staff runs across something that doesn’t show it was recorded, we are verifying with the court house if it has or has not been.  If not, staff is sending those resolutions to be recorded.  Mr. Sullivan wants to know who is responsible for the money he had to spend back in 2000.  Member Brannan responded by stating that is something we need to take to our City attorney for review.  We will have him take a look at the paperwork and see what is the City’s responsibility.  Mr. Sullivan stated that he has talked to his attorney and he will be notifying us.  Mr. Sullivan wanted to address the Mayor because she was the only current member of Council who was here in 2000.  The Mayor was out of town for this meeting.  The City will find out about the accountability and responsibility and move on from there.  Mr. Sullivan wanted a time frame given on this.  Member Brannan stated that we will contact the City attorney tomorrow.  Cami will send the City Attorney the legal documents.  The City is mailing, to the affected parties of recorded documents, a copy showing the date and time the item was recorded.  Member Nash requested a copy of the legal documents.  Mr. Sullivan will be contacted when Cami gets in touch with the City Attorney.  She will let him know one way or another what the status is of the situation.
b) Rich Balcome – Mr. Balcome approached the council on his driveway.  He stated that SJ Louis has messed up his driveway again.  They dug up the water shut off in his driveway and when covering it back up, left ruts and didn’t smooth it back out.  They also left a hole in his yard which he falls into when getting out of his car.  He contacted Cory of WHKS who told him he would be in touch with SJ Louis and they would come and fix it.  By Friday afternoon it still hadn’t been fixed and he again contacted Cory.  Mr. Balcome stated that Cory told him he didn’t know what to tell him, that he told SJ Louis to fix it and he didn’t know when they would be returning.  Mr. Balcome did contact Council Member Reding who did go and look at the driveway.  Member Reding stated that there is a 15-20 foot circle left in the driveway which is nothing but clay.  Member Brannan asked Cami or Karen if they had been contacted by Cory or SJ Louis.  They replied that this was the first they were learning of the situation.  Cami will be in contact with WHKS in the morning and will notify Mr. Balcome of what she finds out one way or another.  Member Abel asked to be notified also.  Mr. Balcome also stated his concerns regarding a water leak at the top of the ditch by the water pole.  It keeps filling up with water and its not drying out.  He never had this problem prior to the project.  Member Brannan would like to have a meeting set up ASAP with herself and Member Abel from the infrastructure committee, WHKS, City staff and SJ Louis, if they can attend.  She would like this done and resolved before the next council meeting.  Member Brannan stated that she wants to get this fixed and doesn’t want any more misunderstandings of who is fixing what, paying for what and letting it drag out for weeks and or months.  Cami will set up a meeting and notify everyone.

10. Executive Session – None

11. Discussion – None

Motion made by Member Abel, second by Member Nash to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

