CITY OF MANTORVILLE COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, APRIL 28TH, 2003

7:30 P.M.

Members present:  Diane Carlson, Julie Larsen, Luke Nash, Bob More and Diane Wilke
Also present:  Dave Meek

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION – 7:00 p.m.:  Mayor Carlson opened the meeting by introducing the Dodge County Assessor, Dave Meek.  Mr. Meek explained the purpose of the public meeting and the process he uses for determining property values.  He showed that there were eleven (11) sales in 2002 valued at $1,803,700 with the average sales price at $164,700.  He explained that residential values rose only about 3.5% compared to 8% for bare agriculture land values.  There being no one in attendance for the public hearing, there was a motion by Member Wilke and second by Mayor Carlson to close the public hearing at 7:30 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING – 7:30 p.m.

Also present:  Roger Nolte, Bill Angerman, Roger Petersen, Ward Opitz, Jay Kruger, Dale Brannan, John Gergen, Mark Gamm and Colby Verdegan

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:  add discussion of the tabled Variance from the April 14th meeting

MINUTES – April 14th meeting:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Larsen to approve the amended Minutes.   (Note: Mayor Carlson clarified that her motion to table a decision for the John Gergen Variance request was in order to allow the Council Members time to read and consider the impact of information provided by Brian Lohrbach concerning the devaluation of his property.)  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Wilke to approve payment of the Warrant list in the amount of $639,839.03.  Motion carried unanimously.  
CITY CLERK’S REPORT:  
∙  Delinquent utility accounts list was presented - unpaid accounts will be turned off on Thursday or Monday;

∙  reported that the bond proceeds ($579,048.17) had been deposited at Eastwood Bank and that a 91-day Certificate of deposit for $300,000 had been  purchased;

∙ Explained that reps from the Fire Department and City Council had been meeting and working on incorporating the Firefighters into the City’s Personnel policy.  One of the first steps was Ordinance No. 155 “Providing for the Establishment of a Volunteer Fire & Rescue Department and Making Rules and Regulations for the Government of the Same” which repeals Ordinance No. 93.  Motion by Member More and second by Mayor Carlson to approve Ordinance No. 155 and the job descriptions for the firefighters as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
∙ mentioned that the enclosed checklists for a Variance request, a Conditional Use permit request and Rezoning request will become part of the normal public hearing process;

∙ requested that the Council approve Resolution No. 05-2003, a fee schedule for assessment searches, flood plain classifications and zoning information.  Motion by Member More and second by Mayor Carlson to approve the Resolution setting the fee at $25/search.  Motion carried unanimously.
∙ Special event insurance – suggested that the City should follow the guidelines from the LMCIT;

∙ reported that the 2002 Financial reports were available.
WARD OPITZ – Bigelow Enterprises:  Mr. Opitz described two (2) new subdivisions that are planned east of the City limits on 608th Street.  Edgewood Estates (16 homesites) would be situated south of the road and the larger development (126 homesites) would be north of 608th.  Mr. Opitz requested the Council to consider allowing these subdivisions to pump their sewage into Mantorville’s treatment plant.  First, Bill Angerman, the City’s engineer, will meet with the City’s maintenance department to go over the capacity of the existing plant and the impact the additional houses would have.  The next step would be to come up with a fee schedule to cover the costs of operation.  Mr. Angerman will report back to the Council at the May 12th meeting.  
MARK GAMM- et al:  (re John Gergen’s wetland issue)  Mr. Gamm reported that Mr. Gergen’s replacement plan had been approved by the TEP but that a final decision on the project would be issued in May.  City Attorney, Roger Petersen, reminded the Council that their decision should pertain to the Variance requested, not with the construction or location of the accessory building.  He also reminded the Council that they do not have any jurisdiction over the wetland issues, that a previous Council had authorized the County to oversee the wetlands on the City’s behalf.  Colby Verdegan, Chosen Valley Testing, explained the process and the results of soil borings he performed onsite.  
CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT – Bill Angerman, WHKS & Co:  Mr. Angerman updated the Council on the progress of the water tower by saying that the footings had been poured and the water main was being installed.  The project will now possibly sit idle until July when the construction could start.  

10 minute break

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:

∙ Member Wilke asked if the business owners at the intersection of 5th Street and Hwy 57 had been contacted – the City Clerk will report at the May 12th meeting;

∙ Member Larsen inquired about the status of the trailer park;

∙ Member Nash said he has received questions/complaints about the drainage tile on the north edge of the property between Walnut and West Streets.  He will discuss his concerns with the maintenance department employees;
∙ Member Nash reported that the joint powers committee for the Four Seasons arena had recently met and discussed raising some of the rates for usage but lowering some of the rates for interior advertising.  He also said that they were initiating a maintenance plan for heating & air conditioning.

∙  Member Nash and the City Clerk reported on information concerning a municipal contract for garbage hauling.  Several things for Council to think about: would the entire town be required to have garbage service and would the City bill or the hauler do the billing?  A public meeting was set up for June 23rd at 8:00 p.m.  

∙ Member More made the motion and second by Member Wilke to deny the Variance request for John Gergen based on the grounds that it did not meet the criteria set forth in the Zoning Ordinance Section 3.6 (10)  as follows:  1) exceptional circumstances – that there are no exceptional or extraordinary circumstances that apply; 2) natural causes – that the alleged circumstances were caused by the applicant; 3)  preservation of property rights – that prior Council decisions have no bearing and have not set a precedence for granting this Variance; 4) absence of detriment – that granting the Variance would not be in keeping with the spirit or intent of the Zoning Ordinance and according to affidavits presented, would be a detriment to adjacent property owners in the R-1 zoning district; 5) general nature – that granting this Variance would suggest that the Ordinance should be changed  to eliminate the square footage limits for all accessory buildings.  Motion carried unanimously.
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Roger Petersen:  

∙ presented the draft of Ordinance No. 154 “State Building Code” for Council’s review; Motion by Member More and second by Member Nash to approve Ordinance No. 154 as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

∙ presented the draft of Ordinance No. 156 which is an amendment to Section 7 of Ordinance No. 142 “Sale of Intoxicating Liquors”.  The amendment will read that “Not more than one off-sale license shall be issued to any person in this municipality”.  Motion by Member More and second by Member Larsen to approve Ordinance No. 156 as written.  Motion carried unanimously.
∙ requested Council’s input on several items relating to installation of water meters and the replacement/repair of meters.

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER:  

∙ National Day of Prayer;


∙ letter from Mr/Mrs Schrandt concerning past problems associated with the Social Club;


∙ legislative update information relating to the expected budget cuts for 2003 and 2004.

1998 WACKER HYDROSTATIC VIBRATORY ROLLER:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member More to purchase a used blacktop roller for $4,999 plus $200 freight if Public Works Supervisor, Mark Stevens, approves of the equipment and feels that it is in the best interest of the City.  Motion carried unanimously.
Mayor Carlson reminded Members of the annual LMC conference in St. Cloud in June.

ADJOURN:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Nash to adjourn at 9:30 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle
