MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2008

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM
Members present:
Tom Gall




Annie Brannan




Bill Reding




Jamie Jencks




Luke Nash

Others Present: Don Swanson, Rich Balcome, Gretta Becay, Bernita Reding, Randy Carlson and Cami Reber, City Clerk.
2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Additions/Deletions to the Agenda

Delete 6e from the agenda

Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Nash that EDA Minutes of September 2, 2008 (unofficial) is pulled from the agenda along with anything that pertains to that meeting on this agenda.  Member Reding made a call to the League of MN Cities and because the meeting was unofficial and did not follow protocol and therefore it is not a meeting that we can condone.  All members were not contacted and the meeting was not posted.  The meeting was posted in different area’s to take place on different dates and different times.  No agenda was ever posted.  A lot of discussion took place regarding the EDA, posting requirements and process that needs to be followed in the future.  All agendas for every meeting will be posted 3 days prior to the meeting.  If staff does not receive the agenda by email communication, the Chair of the respective committee is to be called by telephone.  It is staffs responsibility to work with the Chair of each Committee and make sure the agenda are completed and posted so not to violate the Open Meeting Law.  Motion passed 3-2 with Members Nash, Reding and Brannan voting for and Mayor Gall and Member Jencks voting against.  3d and 6a is deleted from the agenda.
4. Consent Agenda

Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Nash to approve the Consent Agenda and Correspondence with questions regarding the MDH Fee and the League of MN Cities Dues.  Motion passed unanimously. 

5. Correspondence – approved above.
6. Public Concerns

Rich Balcome – regarding previous Ordinance No 160 which was passed on August 8, 2005.  The ordinance states it was passed on August 22, 2005.  Ordinance No.160 is the Ordinance Establishing A Connection Fee Policy For Sewer Connections Within The City of Mantorville MN.  Cami will follow up with the City Attorney on this.

Don Swanson – commented about the seal coating approved at the past Council meeting.  He commented that rock was left on too long and wanted to know why the work was done so late in the evening.  Don was told to direct his questions to Matt.

7. Old Business/New Business

a) EDA Tower Land Recommendation – pulled

b) Set Public Hearing for Street Vacation

The Council had previously asked about the process of vacating two City Streets.  Currently there are two streets that the City maintains that are used mainly as an access to two properties.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve Resolution 2008-13, A RESOLUTION SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING ON A STREET VACATION.  There is concern that by vacating these, that will take away any possible chance for the City to use those area’s for possible future bike path access, tourist access or accessible to any future development.  The only route to access a possible development in the Jefferson Street area would be better utilized by the current road that is there.  A friendly amendment was made by Member Nash that the notice of public hearing state additional options available instead of a total street vacation.  There are comments that these roads are not up to road regulations.  A fire truck cannot get in and out easily the way they are right now.  It will cost to bring those roads up to regulations.  Want to leave our options open for a complete vacation in case the City would have a use in the future.  Member Nash withdrew his friendly amendment.  Member Brannan withdrew her motion.  This is tabled until the next meeting and we can hear back from the City Attorney.  

c) Dale  Brannan – MFD New Member Approval

Chief Dale Brannan presented a new member application for the Fire Department, Eric Habberstad.  There was discussion on how many members they currently have and how many members fulfill their roster.  This would make the roster at 26.  28 is a full roster.  Check that the personnel policy match the ordinance for members.  Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Jencks to approve Eric Habberstad to the Mantorville Fire Department contingent upon checking out the City Ordinance and the City Personnel Policy.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Over the weekend, the garage door to the firehall  failed/broke.  It is a safety issue that needs to be replaced.  They don’t know how much it will cost to be repaired yet.  To repair it and bring it up to code would be costly and it would be cheaper to just replace the door.  It is also an emergency issue where they cannot get out the door safely.  To replace the two doors, the estimate was $15,000.  Motion made by Member Jencks, second by Member Brannan to approve the replacement of one garage door at about $6,500.  Dale recommends the City pay for the one and the other can come out of the Fire Department Budget.  Friendly amendment by Mayor Gall that one door is replaced with the cost coming from the 2007 surplus and the other door cost come from the FD budget.  Motion passed unanimously.   

d) Tourism Bureau –

Council took action about a year ago to get a tourism bureau going.  Is the Council ok to set aside some money to get these efforts going?  More specifics need to be worked out on this.  It was suggested to identify a portion of the budget related directly to Tourism.  $2,500 of the EDA proposed budget could be set aside.  
e) Historical Commission – pulled

f) 2009 Preliminary Budget Approval, RESOLUTION 2008-12, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE PROPOSED TAX LEVY COLLECTIBLE IN THE YEAR 2009  
Preliminary numbers are at 17 – 18% increase in the budget.  Member Brannan could not accept setting the preliminary that high and she had some suggestions for cuts to present.  Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Jencks to set the preliminary budget at 58,601.52, (amount over last years budget) with 0 dollars for EDA and $5,000 set aside for tourism bureau.  That is a 14.9% increase over last year.  Member Nash restated his motion to set the preliminary budget at $449,573 with no dollars to EDA and $5,000 set aside to the Tourism Bureau.  There was discussion that the levy amount be set without making any reservations towards any groups.  Member Nash was fine with that.  Member Jencks called the question.  Motion passed 4-1 with Member Reding voting against.    
8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – None

b) City Clerk Report – received a complaint regarding the complaint on the 5th street road closure.  Detour signs were not clearly marked.
c) Consultant Report –None

d) Committee Report

· Personnel Committee – Staff Evaluations were handed out and are to be completed by the next Council meeting.  Also Staff Self Evaluations should be completed by the next Council meeting.

e) Council Member Report

· Member Reding – send letter out to all committees explaining the process for meetings, posting them etc.

· Member Jencks – Marigold Days went well and the Welcome to Mantorville signs are up.

· Member Brannan – will not be at the next council meeting due to work

· Member Nash – preliminary meeting for the 2011 civil war days and festivities.  Will be a large 3 day event expecting 12 -15,000 people. 
f) Mayor Report – Mayor Gall is in contact with Senator Klobuchar’s office regarding the post office.  He has received negative feedback on the sign ordinance.  Council will want to relook at this soon as there are deadlines that will need to be met.
9. Discussion – None

Adjourn – Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Reding to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Camille C. Reber

City Clerk Treasurer

