MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH 22nd, 2004

6:30 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Diane Carlson, Julie Larsen and Luke Nash

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Bob More and Annie Brannan

ALSO PRESENT:  Bill Angerman, John Hazuka, Dick Swenke, Mark Stevens, Lee Bjorndal, Jim Deederick, Gene Lushinsky, Roger Nolte, Dale Brannan, John Nelson, Gary Thompson, Randy Carlsen, Mike Noble, Elaine Noble, Steve Milde, Steve Allen, Geno Wente, Doug Kracht, Heidi Unnasch, Don Pappas, Thor Starch, Charles Rhoten, Larry Tripp, Mark Gamm, Ron Jones, Ann Driver, Joe Waugh and Richard Carlson

JOHN HAZUKA presented a framed photograph to the City of the covered bridge in Riverside Park.  Mayor Carlson accepted the gift on behalf of the City Council and residents of Mantorville.
ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:  add John Hazuka, Dick Swenke and the KM Telecom Cable Franchise

MINUTES – March 8th Meeting:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Nash to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Mayor Carlson to approve payment of the Warrant list in the amount of $35,720.66.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITY ATTORNEY – Lee Bjorndal:  
∙ reported that he had been working on the refuse hauler ordinance/RFP and the KM Telecom cable franchise agreement and plans to review the existing ordinances at a later date, probably this summer

∙ Mayor Carlson asked Mr. Bjorndal whether or not he knew of other cities that have Council policies and/or procedures in place but he was not aware of any

DICK SWENKE: 
∙ asked if the City had a time limit that the burned house had to be cleaned up.  He said that the soot washes down the alley and gets tracked into his business and the neighboring VFW.  Currently there is no policy in place.
∙ suggested a City clean-up day at Riverside Park and possibly have a wiener roast for the volunteers;

∙ willing to talk with the DNR about dredging the river to recreate Goat Island

CITY ENGINEER – Bill Angerman:  Discussion Topics in order of importance:

∙ infiltration and inflow


∙ location and number of stop signs 


∙ capital improvement planning


∙ master planning

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT – Gary Thompson: 
∙ Mayor Carlson complemented Sheriff Thompson in the job that he is doing and the changes that are evident; 

∙ Sheriff Thompson reported that three (3) deputies had recently resigned and new ones were currently going through the department’s orientation;  
CITY AUDITOR – John Nelson:  

∙ reported that the General Fund showed a revenue increase of $56,000 over 2002;

∙ the water and sewer funds were showing a profit;


∙ suggested setting budgets for the water and sewer funds even though it is not required;

∙ reminded Council that they can not legally exceed the total budget for the year and that Council should put a lot of thought into line items before approving the annual budgets;

∙ stated that GASB 34 will be in effect in 2004 which will show up in a different style of financial reports;

∙ reminded Council to continue to ask questions and monitor the financial information provided at each meeting

PUBLIC HEARING to receive comments relating to the licensing of and limiting the number of refuse collectors within the City limits: There were several residents in attendance to speak against the Council limiting the number of refuse haulers within the City to a single hauler. Comments: 
∙ Dick Swenke said that as a business owner, he would like to do business with people who do business with him and that he would like to choose who he does business with;  he also asked who would provide the roll-offs?

∙ Don Pappas was upset with the Council’s idea and said that free enterprise allows him to choose who he does business with; doesn’t feel that businesses should be included;

∙ Ron Jones echoed previous comments and added that he is disturbed that government can dictate what the resident’s need;

∙ Heidi Unnasch said that it should be individual choice;

∙ Charles Rhoten feels that he should have a choice as to whom he does business with;

∙ Ron Jones asked how the Council would make the determination.
∙ Mayor Carlson read a letter from John Tully that the Council shouldn’t dictate to the residents;

∙ Doug Kracht reiterated the same sentiments as others;

∙ Member Larsen thanked everyone for attending.

Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Nash to close the public hearing at 8:17 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Carlson thanked everyone for their input and for attending.  Member Nash explained a couple reasons for the Council considering licensing refuse haulers.  #1 was cost, the residents would probably receive a price break; #2 was accountability, that not only would a hauler be accountable to the customer but also to the City Council; #3 was aesthetics meaning that currently there are garbage cans on the roadside four days each week.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Larsen to table the discussion until a full Council is present.  Motion carried unanimously.
FIRE DEPARTMENT – Dale Brannan, Fire Chief:  

∙ reported that Marv Myers has taken a leave of absence;

∙ requested the appointment of Shaun Smallbrock – Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Larsen to appoint Mr. Smallbrock as a firefighter.  Motion carried unanimously.

∙ submitted a grant application to FEMA for $30,000 to purchase ten (10) air packs.  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Member Nash to approve the Fire Department submitting the grant application and also approve the Fire Department’s expenditure up to $5,000.  Motion carried unanimously.
PUBLIC HEARING for a Variance requested by Mike & Elaine Noble to build an oversized detached accessory building at 614 Golfview Court:  Other than the Noble’s , there was no one in attendance to speak for or against the Variance request.  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Mayor Carlson to approve the Variance based on the fact that it meets or exceeds the criteria set forth in Section 5.7 of the Zoning Ordinance.  Motion carried unanimously.

FIRE DEPARTMENT, con’t:  future concerns:

∙ building needs new siding;


∙ would like to install overhead doors on the south side of the building;


∙ fix the alleyway to make it more drivable;


∙ enlarge their meeting room;


∙ ask the City to blacktop part of the Antique Mall’s parking lot for the firemen to park on

The Fire Department committee reps will attend the April 5th Officer’s meeting for further discussion.

Gene Lushinsky reported that the high-tech equipment purchased with grant monies has aided the firemen in doing their job better, faster and more thorough.  He said the Council should be proud of these firemen because they are well trained and work well together.

SAFEWAY INSURANCE – Joe Waugh:  
∙ discussion about insuring elected officials and volunteers;

∙ discussion about the open meeting law coverage: 100% coverage would cost $540/year and 80% coverage would cost $450/year.  The cost will be going done at the renewal date.  Member Larsen suggested staying with the 80% coverage for now but switching it to the 100% coverage when it comes due

∙ Chief Brannan questioned whether or not firemen are covered when responding to the fire hall for an emergency.  Mr. Waugh will check with the LMCIT.

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:  

∙ the campground will be open beginning April 12th;


∙ status of the personnel policy – schedule for April 12th meeting;

∙ reported on possible development on West Street that would require a Metes and Bounds lot split;

∙ there has been no determination yet re the Gergen complaint
COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:  
∙ Member Larsen reported that she had received a phone call from a Scout Leader inquiring about possible projects for several Eagle Scouts.  She will organize it with the Park Board. 

MAYOR’S REPORT:


∙ briefed Council on the SMLM’s trip to the State Capital;

∙ distributed a packet to be discussed at the April 12th meeting concerning bylaws, policies, etc;


∙ suggested that Council review the City Engineer’s list at the April 12th meeting

∙ Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Nash that the City Clerk draft a letter to Terry Sell about cleaning up the debris from the house fire.  Motion carried unanimously.
FIRE DEPARTMENT MINUTES:  Council acknowledged receipt of the Minutes

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Mayor Carlson to adjourn at 9:45 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

