MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, JULY 9TH, 2001

7:30 P.M.
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Mantorville City Council was held on July 9th, 2001.

Members present: Diane Carlson, Mark Lamphere, Julie Larsen, Diane Wilke and Bob More

Also present: Roger Petersen, Mark Stevens and Jeff Allen

Mayor Carlson called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

MINUTES – June 11th Meeting:  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member Lamphere to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

MINUTES – June 25th Meeting:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Wilke to approve the Minutes as corrected.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Mayor Carlson to approve payment of the Warrant List in the amount of $31,388.15.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Roger Petersen:  Mr. Petersen discussed the TIF development agreement made with Todd & Kristin Alexander  for their property at 1 5th Street West.  Construction was to have commenced by June 1st, 2001 and there has been no activity to date.  Mr/Mrs Alexander will be invited to attend an upcoming Council meeting.

LOT SPLITS WITHIN THE CITY:  The City Clerk reported that the County has been recording conveyances of platted lots without prior approval by the City Council as outlined in our Subdivision Ordinance .  Mr. Petersen will investigate.

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT REPORT – Mark Stevens:  Council wished to discuss repairing or replacing sidewalks within the City that are in poor condition.  Mr. Stevens stated that total cost would be over $90,000 if the City were to do the project. Council agreed that sidewalks in the downtown district should be the priority. Ordinance No. 116 Section 5 Subd 1 reads “The cost of the construction of sidewalks shall be assessed on the basis of frontage against property abutting the side of the street on which the sidewalk is located.”  The property owner of the northeast corner of the intersection of 5th Street West and Clay Street will be contacted by Member More about repairing/replacing that stretch of sidewalk.  

Mr. Stevens reported that he is still planning to make improvements to 7th Street West from Hwy 57 to Clay Street and also get the other streets overlaid or blacktopped.

Mr. Stevens suggested that the City set-up a sewer restoration schedule to replace or repair a few blocks of aging sewer line each year.  He recommended setting aside $5,000/year as a starting place.  Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Member Larsen to approve the expenditure as discussed.  Motion carried unanimously.

JEFF ALLEN – MantorMart project:  Mr. Allen inquired about a wedge of property located between his property line at 320 Main Street North and the “top of bank” of the Zumbro River. He had researched ownership at the Recorder’s office and was unable to find any mention of this small portion.  He would like to claim it so that he can proceed with his building project.  Mr. Petersen suggested that since the City has no interest in that property, Mr. Allen contact his attorney about doing a “quiet title” to the property. 

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:


• Member Lamphere again brought up the current firearms ordinance as it relates to hunting within the City limits. Council Members agreed that the owner of the property would have to make application before they could make any final decisions.


• Member Larsen asked the status of an ATV ordinance.  Mr. Petersen will draft one using the snowmobile ordinance as a model.  Items to include: a) has to be licensed with the DNR; b) driver has to be a licensed driver; c) speed limit of 15mph; d) stop at all intersections, marked or unmarked; e) can’t operate after dark without lights; f) follow hours of operation from the snowmobile ordinance.

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:  Correspondence from the MN Dept of Revenue stating that Truth in Taxation public hearings are not required this year because of the late enactment of the Omnibus Tax Bill and the massive changes in the property tax system.  

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Carlson wished to add Rose Culbertson, Colleen McCall, Dave Dripps, Elizabeth Oolman and Ann Tuma to the list of volunteers who uncovered the stone retaining wall along Hwy 57.  

DEBRIS ORDINANCE UPDATE:  Mayor Carlson distributed recent photos of properties whose owners had received letters 30 days prior.  The pictures showed that no improvements had been made to date.  The City Attorney will review the information for possible violations.  

Council wishes to thank all of the residents who have responded positively to the letters mailed out in June.  

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member Larsen to adjourn at 8:50 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle 

