MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, JUNE 12, 2006

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Carlson called the regular meeting to order at 6:31 PM.

Members Present:
Diane Carlson





Annie Brannan





Ross Abel





Bill Reding

Members Absent:
Luke Nash

Others Present:  James Jencks, Thomas Gall, Robert Lerman, Rich Balcome, Randy Carlson, J.Welch, Roger Nolte MFD, Dale Brannan Chief MFD, City Attorney Lee Bjorndal, Assistant City Clerk Karen Khavari, City Clerk Cami Reber.

2. Additions/Deletions to the Agenda – None

3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Brannan to accept the consent agenda; Council Minutes of May 22, 2006, Warrant list, FD Minutes of May 1, 2006 and May 3, 2006, EDA Minutes of May 16, 2006, Planning & Zoning Minutes of May 17, and the Park Board Memo.  Member Reding questioned the term of office for Bob Lermon as listed in the P/Z minutes.  The minute’s list the term as through 2020 and it should be 2010.  That change will be made to the P/Z Minutes.  Motion passed unanimously to include the change in the P/Z Minutes.
4. Correspondence – Information Only

5. Public Concerns 

· Rich Balcome – Is concerned about his driveway and the constant wash away of it.  It has been a mess since construction started and all the rock that is being laid is not helping.  He would like to see something finally done.  Another concern he has is regarding the drainage water way that his neighbors to the East have dug.  The water all flows onto his property now.
· Tom Gall – Mr. Gall made a comment regarding the comprehensive plan candidates.  His recommendation is that the final two firms give their presentation to the City Council and the Council will then make the final decision.

· James Jencks – Mr. Jencks gave his resignation from the Comp Plan Committee.  Although the committee has made their decision on who to select for the firm, which does include Mr. Jencks vote, Mr. Jencks feels that the decision was ethically and legally wrong based on his educational background.  He feels that the firm selected submitted their information past the due date of the RFP, that the information provided is not what was asked for in the RFP and that doesn’t fit the letter of the law.
6. Old Business

a) Semcac – The Council was provided with the donation information to Semcac from 2004 and 2005.  The City contributed $750 in each of those years.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Mayor Carlson to donate $800 to Semcac for use in the senior nutrition program.  Motion passed unanimously.

b) Comprehensive Plan recommendation – 4 firms were interviewed by the Comp Plan Committee.  Two of the four were very close in the ratings and the committee felt that some additional questions should be answered by them.  Each member was to submit 2 or 3 questions to Cami who would in turn put those together in a questionnaire form and send to Craig Ritland Architects and Shannon Sweeney of David Drown and Associates.  Each committee member had a chance to give their opinion on each firm and what they felt was a deciding factor in the firm they chose.  Shannon Sweeney received 4 votes by members Karen Khavari, Annie Brannan, Cami Reber and Luke Nash (who submitted a written recommendation). Jamie Jencks voted for Craig Ritland Architects.  The Committee made the recommendation to the City Council to hire Shannon Sweeney for the Comp Plan update.  Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Abel to accept the recommendation of the Comp Plan Committee.  Member Abel asked about the cost.  Shannon Sweeney submitted a price of $17,500 plus reimbursable expenses not to exceed $4,000.   Craig Ritland submitted a cost of $20,000-$25,000 plus reimbursable expenses which a cost was not given on those.  Motion passed with Members Carlson, Abel and Brannan voting for and Member Reding voting against.
c) P/Z Applications; approve new member – Planning and Zoning received three applications for membership.  Dale Brannan, Bill Reding, and Mark Wilcox.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Mayor Carlson to approve Mark Wilcox to the Mantorville Planning and Zoning Commission.  Motion passed unanimously with Member Reding abstaining from the vote.

d) Amended Livestock Ordinance #87 – City Attorney Lee Bjorndal informed the Council that they should make a change to the platted area terminology under the Livestock Ordinance and put a cap on the animal unit.  The Planning and Zoning Commission will make the recommendation to the Council after they have reviewed the ordinance and Lee’s recommendation.  Lee will send information to the P/Z regarding animal unit equivalents.

e) Update to the Animal Ordinance – Non domestic animals; The P/Z commission will review City Attorney Lee’s recommendation.  Member Abel requested that a moratorium be passed for one year regarding the new definitions on non domestic animals.  Motion made by Member Abel, second by Mayor Carlson to allow a moratorium be put on non-domestic animals for one year from date of council approval.  Mayor Carlson read the definition of non domestic animals aloud.  Motion passed unanimously.  City Attorney Lee Bjorndal will put the information together and submit it to the City Clerk. 
7. Public Hearing – None

8. New Business

a) City Contractors License; Bearwood Homes (John Olive) – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the Contractors License for Bearwood Homes, John Olive.  Motion passed unanimously.

b) Liquor License, Dance License; Relay Station – Dick Swenke has leased out the Relay Station.  The new lesee is required to obtain the appropriate liquor licensing and dance licensing.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Abel to approve the application for On-Sale and Special Sunday Intoxicating Liquor and the annual Dance Permit to Ronny Charles Brannick, the new lesee of the Mantorville Relay Station.  The new license will take effect June 1, 2006 – January 31, 2006.  Motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Swenke will be reimbursed the remaining amount of his license fee which will be prorated.

c) Amended Ordinance No.101, Planning and Zoning Commission – The ordinance will go to the P/Z Commission for review before coming back to Council.

d) Regulating Lawful Gambling – During the codification process, the League is recommending that the City update their very old Lawful Gambling Ordinance.  A recommendation ordinance was presented to the Council.  This ordinance allows for the City to collect 10% of revenues received by any charitable gambling organization within the City.  The new ordinance would also require that all monies received, revenues after expenses stay within the City limits.  The City Council would like to see where the money does go that the MRA receives due to gambling proceeds.  The City will take this ordinance to the retreat scheduled for July 29, 2006 for further discussion.  They want to get input from the various organizations.

9. TBD

a) Mayors Report – 

· A speaker will be coming to talk to the P/Z commission in July.  It is Jed Burkett from the League of MN Cities.

· On June 27, 2006 there will be a meeting held by the Dodge County Trails Association at City Hall at 7:00 PM.  The trails association is trying to get up and running once again and would like to get some new members.  Council is encouraged to attend.

· A retreat for Council has been scheduled for July 29, 2006.  

b) City Clerks Report – 

· A request by City Hall staff that we change the hours of City Hall to 7:30am-4:00pm.  The public does not seem to utilize the open until 6:00 pm hours on Mondays and Tuesdays but maybe opening a little earlier will allow more convenience.  Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Abel to change the City Hall hours to 7:30am – 4:00pm Monday – Friday.  Staff is to report back at the end of summer on how those hours work out.

· Cami requested approval for vacation from June 29, 2006 – July 7, 2006.  Approval was granted.

c) Assistant City Clerks Report – 

· An update was given on the vehicle removal and dog licensing for a property within City limits.

· A property line dispute has been taken care of by some owners within the City.
· An update on the new website was given.  Council and citizens are encouraged to give feed back on this.

d) Council Members Report –

· Member Abel – Nothing to report.  He left at 8:05pm.

· Member Brannan – Gave an update on loose branches by the river, twigs on goat island, the dirt and seeding request was turned down by the DNR, the monitoring wells on the EDA lots have been installed and the retreat with the EDA, Chamber and other volunteer organizations has been set for August 7, 2006 from 3:00pm-7:00pm.  Dick Kreir will be the speaker.  He will start with a walking tour of the City then give a presentation on what he see’s and what he thinks can be done to increase business in the City.

· Member Reding – Noted that the newsletter had no contact numbers listed for the officials, and an update on the new City community access channel through KMTel.  Mr. Reding was told by KMTel that they were waiting for the City staff to get some sample pages ready.  Staff has been ready and is waiting for the phone company to install the remaining equipment that needs to be in place in order for the channel to get up and running.  That is suppose to happen within the next week.

10. Executive Session – None

11. Discussion – None

12. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to adjourn the meeting at 8:15pm.  Motion passed unanimously.

