MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, JUNE 14TH, 2004

7:30 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Julie Larsen, Luke Nash, Bob More and Annie Brannan; Absent:  Diane Carlson

ALSO PRESENT:  Sandra Schafer, Pete Engstrom, Mr/Mrs Thor Starch, Dale Brannan, Quanita Kase, Mark Stevens, Michelle Grant, Lynette Dahms and Joe Waugh
Acting Mayor Brannan called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:  add Joe Waugh

MINUTES – May 24th Meeting:  Motion by Member Nash and second by Member More to approve the Minutes with the change that the MRA will be sponsoring both sets of fireworks.  Motion carried with Members Nash, More and Brannan voting aye and Member Larsen abstaining.  

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Larsen to approve payment of the Warrant list in the amount of $34,053.63.  Motion carried unanimously.

JOB DESCRIPTIONS – Assistant City Clerk:  Motion by Member Brannan and second by Member Nash to approve the job description as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
STAFFING REPORT – Member More:  Mr. More reported that he has not received any complaints concerning shorter office hours at City Hall and feels that additional staff is not currently needed.  He also stated that there have been no complaints either from or about the maintenance department not being able to keep up with mowing and the rest of their duties.  Further discussion was tabled until the Personnel Committee has had an opportunity to meet.  
SANDY SCHAFER – Dodge County Environmental Quality:  Ms Schafer explained that the Southeast MN Water Resource Board has hired a community sewage treatment facilitator to help educate communities and develop a plan to create the right wastewater treatment solution.  There will be a community meeting on June 22nd at Mantorville Township Hall.
CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT – Pete Engstrom:  

∙ continuing to work on the City’s base maps;

∙ not currently authorized by the Council to proceed with a “stop sign” study but he will look into it if the Council chooses
CITY CLERK’S REPORT:  
∙ reported that the changes to the new personnel policy recommended by the LMC are being incorporated and it should be ready in July;
∙ Dodge County Historical Society quilt raffle:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Larsen to approve the application for a quilt raffle to be held during the Rendezvous.  Motion carried unanimously.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT – Dale Brannan:  
∙ Motion by Member Larsen and second by Member Nash to accept the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

∙ Motion by Member More and second by Member Larsen to grant the request to close Clay Street from 4th to 5th for a waterfight on June 20th.  Motion carried unanimously.

∙ reported that fire departments from Byron, Kasson and Mantorville will be having a joint house burn on June 19th
COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:  
∙ Member Nash reported that he had received a phone call from John Gergen concerning trespassers on his property;

∙ Member Nash reported that he and the Mayor had met to begin budget discussions;

∙ Member Brannan gave a brief report on upcoming events for the Sesquicentennial celebration
PUBLIC HEARING – Resolution No. 02-2004: Vacation of the alley in Block 24 of Frank Mantor’s Subdivision:  There being no one in attendance to speak pro or con of the Vacation request, there was a motion by Member Larsen and second by Member Nash to close the Public Hearing.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Member More and second by Member Nash to approve the Vacation of the alley subject to a 20’ utility easement granted to the City for possible future needs.   Motion carried unanimously.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT, con’t:  Chief Brannan stated that the June 26th fireworks may have to be relocated from Goat Island to the new water tower because of recent excess rainfalls.  He also mentioned that the Fire Hall may need to be reshingled – Mark Stevens will get prices together.

8:30 p.m. Member Larsen left at this time.

PUBLIC HEARING – Resolution No. 01-2004:  Vacation of Blanch Street:  tabled until the June 28th Meeting when a quorum should be present.  Motion by Member Brannan and second by Member More to close the Public Hearing.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Member Brannan and second by Member More to table a vote for lack of a quorum.  Motion carried unanimously.
MICHELLE GRANT – 706 Walnut Street:  Ms. Grant was present to discuss the waterway in her backyard and the fact that she had ground water enter her basement again after recent heavy rains.  Member Brannan suggested two (2) options that might be helpful: 1) disconnect from the subdrain  or 2) purchase and install a backflow device that would stop the water from backing up into the basement.  It was suggested that if Ms Grant, or any other resident, wanted to file a claim that there were certain procedures that needed to followed.

JOE WAUGH – Safeway Insurance:  Mr. Waugh reviewed several changes to the City’s insurance coverage that Council had requested earlier.

PUMP EXPENDITURE:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Nash to approve the purchase of an extra pump for the sewer plant at a cost not to exceed $2,000.  Motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Nash to adjourn at 9:10 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle 
