MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 5, 2007

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.


Members Present:
Tom Gall





Nancy Bauman





Annie Brannan





Bill Reding





Sarah Leitzen


Others Present: Robert Lermon, Jim Welch, Mark Wilcox, Dale Brannan, Jeff Mehnke, Dave Dripps, Paul Larsen, Randy Carlson, Clayton Johnson, Pete Engstrom – City Engineer, Lee Bjorndal – City Attorney, Matt Brekke – Public Works Streets Supervisor, and Cami Reber – City Clerk Treasurer.

2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda – Correspondence for request to hold another public hearing for the connection charge contentment on Mr. and Mrs. Welch.

3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Leitzen, second by Member Brannan to accept the consent agenda and correspondence for the following; Council meeting minutes of October 22, 2007, warrant list of November 5, 2007, memo from Mayor, correspondence from Clayton Johnson, notice of DC Planning Commission Meeting of November 7, 2007, correspondence from City Attorney Lee Bjorndal, correspondence from Howard Winholtz, correspondence from Dave Senjem and correspondence from University of MN Extension Service.  Motion passed unanimously.

4. Correspondence – As noted above

5. Public Concerns – Mark Wilcox of Bergmann Drive asked about the extension of the Historical District.  Mark wanted to know the process that will take place.  The Mayor noted that it is a process that will have to be updated as we are behind in the times in regards to our historical district.  We will be receiving a staff recommendation and it is possible that we will have someone from the State Historic Preservation office do a presentation to the council.  

6. Old Business/New Business – 

a) Gary Thompson, Dodge County Sheriff – Mr. Thompson was invited to the City Council meeting to discuss Council’s concerns with safety in different area’s of town.  The biggest complaint has been speeding along 5th Street East, Walnut and 7th, and Chestnut and 7th.  Sheriff Thompson said that speed can be deceiving at times.  Cars look like they are going faster than 30 mph.  Squad meetings are held once per week with updates given on areas to watch for.  Deputy Scott Rose noted that Mantorville Avenue actually seems to be more of an issue.  It is difficult to find a place to sit along 5th Street East where are visible.  Member Bauman asked if it is possible to post a 25 mph sign and or a sign that states to watch out for walkers and/or bikers.  Sheriff Thompson replied that the City can post any sign they want to and that the Sheriff’s department will enforce anything that is posted.  Member Brannan asked if they could pick a couple spots to target for a two week time period to get peoples attention.  Sheriff Thompson noted that all complaints should be sent to the Sheriffs Department.  They will follow up with whomever it is that complains if need be. Member Reding asked when the new contracts would be coming out for next year.  We budgeted 3% but have not seen that in writing yet.  Sheriff Thompson replied that the contracts should be in the mail this week.  The next City Newsletter should reflect something pertaining to complaints being made to the Sheriffs Department.  Dave Dripps, Bergmann Drive, noted that speeding is not the issue but that the road is too narrow and there is not enough room for walkers and bikers.  
b) WWTP Study – Pete Engstrom of WHKS presented the Council with the Preliminary WWTP Study.  He went through the WWTP Facilities Plan document with the Council and explained the average dry weather flows, average wet weather flows and maximum wet weather flows.  Since the City implemented the sump pump program, those flows have decreased.  Six options were given to the City to consider as the current plant is reaching its 20 year design life.  The options given are as follows;
1. Do nothing; maintenance only – the annual budget would need to be increased to account for anticipated maintenance and repairs which could increase as the design life of the plant increases.  We can continue to operate under our current permit for the next 3-5 years until required upgrades would be implemented by the MPCA.  Cost = increase O&M budget to $108,684.
2. Upgrade the existing plant to meet new permit requirements – any improvement project or increase in flows would trigger a re-issuance of NPDES permit which requires adding additional equipment to precipitate phosphorus from the wastewater.  The cost includes some maintenance and repair items to address the aging facility.  Cost = $698,000

3. Construct a lift station at the existing WWTP, pump to Kasson – implementing this would require a shared agreement between Kasson and Mantorville or the creation of a sanitary district.  The benefits include lower O&M costs, lower capital investment, less labor required for operation, and no need to purchase any real estate.  The disadvantage includes less independence over operation including rates and connection costs.  The option includes constructing a new WW pumping station and forcemain to pump from the existing WWTP to the Kasson WWTP.  The cost does not include possible connection fees which would have to be determined between the two cities.  

      Cost = 1,167,000.

4. Construct improvements at the existing WWTP – this consists of expanding the existing facility to meet effluent requirements and future loading projects for current growth trends beyond the 20 year design.  Due to site constraints at the existing facility, this alternative may be extremely difficult.  Cost = $3,545,000

5. Construct pump station at new location, pump to Kasson – this option consists of constructing a pump station at a new location downstream from the existing WWTP and then pumping the wastewater to Kasson.  This option would require a shared treatment agreement between Kasson and Mantorville similar to alternative 3.  More capital investment would be required do to the acquisition of land and easement negotiations.  Cost = $2,132,500.

6. Construct a new WWTP at a new location – this consists of building a whole new facility at a new location.  This is the most costly alternative for the City.

      Cost = $7,821,000     
The Council discussed the options.  One question that was asked is what are the number of homes that could be hooked up and still meet out current facility limits?  The Council will review the findings on the report and discuss this further at the next City Council meeting.  
c) Continued Land Development Discussion – Discussion continued on the proposed land swap between the City and the EDA.  At the prior meeting, Mayor Gall proposed to the Council that the City swap the land owned by the water tower, both area’s north and south of 9th Street, and the City take back the lot that the EDA currently owns south of the welcome center.  There was much discussion amongst Council Members in regards to the process that was to be followed when the EDA put out the RFP’s for the two lots they currently own, why the proposals were not brought to the Council, that the Council has the oversight on projects the EDA brings forward and current status on the ownership of the two lots.  There is question among the members if the lots were ever formally deeded over.  Information and/or a presentation from the EDA will be done at the next council meeting.
d) Extension of the Historical District – Information regarding extending the boundaries of the historical district was given.  The process is not an overnight thing and will take some time and paperwork in order to do this.  Micheal Koop of the State Historical Society has offered to come and do a presentation to the Council in regards to historical districts.  The Council agreed to have staff speak with Mr. Koop and find a time that will work with him to do this presentation.  A special meeting will be set up to include the MRA and the Planning and Zoning.  It is hoped that this can be done in December but if not, it can go into 2008.  Staff is to work on arranging this.

Council took a break from 8:50 pm – 8:59 pm.

e) 2008 Budget – No discussion

f)  Memo and request for public hearing – Due to confusion and publication of the wrong legal description, Mr. and Mrs. James Welch are requesting a second public hearing for the determination of the connection charge for their property.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Mayor Gall to allow for the reconsideration of the connection fee for the Welch property located at 819 Hickory Lane, Mantorville MN.  Motion passed unanimously.  The public hearing will be held on November 26, 2007.
7. TBD – 



City Attorney Lee Bjorndal, explained the process and procedures when addressing 

union discussions.  Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Member Reding to 

close the regular meeting to go into closed executive session for the purpose of 


discussion of strategy for labor negotiations.  Motion passed unanimously at 9:10 pm.

8. Executive Session 

· Mantorville Middle School – Discussion on pending litigation during a closed executive session.  No further input was given during the public portion of the meeting.
· Union Discussion – The City Council adjourned the closed executive session and reopened the public meeting at 9:33 PM.  Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Member Leitzen that the City Council not voluntarily recognize the formation of a union by the Mantorville City Staff.  Motion passed unanimously with all members present.

· NW W/S Project – The City Council closed the regular meeting at 9:34 PM for discussion on possible litigation issues on the NW W/S Project of 2005.  The regular meeting was reopened at 10:32 PM.  The Council unanimously instructed City Attorney Lee Bjorndal to draft letters to SJ Louis and KM Telecom in regards to closing out the project.  
Adjourn – Motion made by Member Leitzen, second by Member Brannan to adjourn the meeting at 10:45 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Camille C. Reber

City Clerk Treasurer

