MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

MONDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2007

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Members Present:
Tom Gall




Nancy Bauman




Annie Brannan




Bill Reding

Members Absent:
Sarah Leitzen

Others Present:  Lisa Foxen, Chuck Larsen, Dick Swenke, Karen Khavari, Judy Jones, Joe Jones, Dale Brannan, Rog Nolte, Jodi Starch, Mike Opat of G-Cubed, Matt Brekke and Cami Reber.

2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda – Add the Fire Department to the agenda.

3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Member Reding to accept the consent agenda with changes to the Council Meeting minutes of September 24, 2007 by taking Member Brannan off the list of members present for the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously with Member Brannan abstaining from the vote.  
4. Correspondence – FYI for members.  The memo from Attorney Bjorndal regarding electronic communications and the open meeting law will be forward on to all the City Committee’s.

5. Public Concerns – None

6. Old Business/New Business 

a) Dick Swenke, Fire Bill – Mr. Swenke was present to address the Council regarding his Fire Bill for the Relay Station.  He asked that as a citizen that pays taxes why is he paying for fire service?  Isn’t that part of the public service he pays as a tax payer?  Rog Nolte of the Fire Department responded by stating that to make things consistent, the residents would also pay for services just like the township does.  Many calls are responded to inside the City for people who don’t even live within the City.  You either raise taxes to cover the services or you implement fee’s to cover them.  One way or the other someone has to pay.  It should be those who incur the charge.  Mr. Swenke asked about Mutual Aid Agreements.  When another city responds on a mutual aid, expenses are reimbursed by the city they respond to.  Mr. Swenke received a check from the insurance company that day and handed it to Cami.
b) Rolling Hills Manor, Drainage, 7th Street/Clay – Residents of Rolling Hills Manor were present to discuss the water problems they are having with the run off from Clay Street.  The water is washing out their driveways and forcing gravel down to the end unit.  They are asking for at least a temporary fix to the problem until curb and gutter can be installed.  They would like to see the curb and gutter project be moved up on the priority list of city projects.  Clay Street is on the schedule for the County next year.  The Infrastructure Committee will work with WHKS and talk to the County to see if there is a temporary fix that can be done while they are working on Clay Street.  The Infrastructure Committee will bring back what they find at the October 22nd meeting.  

During discussions the traffic safety was brought up.  Speeding is an issue and cars don’t stop at the stop signs.  Being close to the school, several kids walk and there are no sidewalks to walk on so they have to walk in the road.  Traffic enforcement has been a problem and complaints at several meetings.  Council asked that the Sheriff attend a meeting in November so the council can discuss the traffic issues directly with him.

c) Mantorville Dam Plans, G-Cubed Engineering – Mike Opat, G-Cubed Engineering, was present to present the preliminary plans on fixing the erosion along the shoreline at the Mantorville Dam.  The plans have been submitted to the DNR for approval.  They have given preliminary approval.  The cost at this point is looking more like $70,000-$75,000 instead of the original estimate of $50,000.  One issue is that they do not know how deep they have to go for wall repairs.  Taking core samples will determine that and will ultimately determine the price.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Mayor Gall to allow G-Cubed to move forward with obtaining core samples at a cost of $1,500-$2,000.  Motion passed unanimously.  There was continued discussion by Jamie Jencks that the MRA and Park Board have not seen the plans.  He feel’s because it is in a historical district and in the park that those committee’s should have input.  Mike Opat commented that changes to the plans could jeopardize the work schedule.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding that the plans go to the Park Board and the MRA and the comments be forwarded to Council on October 22nd.  Comments will not be taken past the 22nd.  Motion passed unanimously.
Council took a break from 8:05 – 8:13

d) Mantorville Fire Department – Dale Brannan, MFD Chief, was present to discuss the rebuilding of the alley driveway in the back of the fire hall.  A base quote was received from Swenke Co. that included the grading and approachment for the drive, storm sewer, and the tie in to the sanitary sewer.  The total of the quote is $19,736.  Motion was made by Member Reding, second by Mayor Gall to allow up to $24,000 to complete the door installation, alley way and sewer tie in.  It was decided that the storm sewer could wait and be monitored for now. The project cost will come from the money that has been set aside and earmarked for the building fund.  Motion passed unanimously.

e) 2008 Budget Discussion – If 5% is the goal, Council needs to still cut $23,109.53 from the proposed budget.  $10,000 was cut from the insulation project for the City Shop.  Matt was instructed to go ahead with the entire insulation project and take the cost from the money earmarked for the building fund.  Member Brannan asked if they are still trying to fit $50,000 into the budget for transfer to the CIP fund.  That is still being looked at.  The park board still needs to submit their final list of projects to the Council.  Mayor Gall is going to contact Cresta for that list.  $7,000 was cut from the manhole covers project.  Council discussed ways to increase revenues.  They would like to look at possible revenues from renting out the park shelters.  Staff will continue to look at revenue sources.
7. TBD

a) Public Works Report – Matt Brekke, Maintenance Public Works Supervisor, submitted his report as follows;

** Explained the situation with the water shut off at 109 7th Street   

    East.  There is one more spot to check in regards to the water  

    shut off.  Currently there is no means to do a shut off at that  

    location. 

b) City Clerks Report – Cami Reber, City Clerk, updated the council on the following; 

** Open House replies.  Currently they do not have anyone   

     scheduled for a kids activity.

** The City newsletter went out

** Cold weather rule notices were mailed to all residents

** Update on meeting with Dan Bauer of FEMA and the project   

    worksheets.

c) Consultant Report – None

d) Committee Report – 

** Infrastructure – Member Brannan updated the Council on the NW W/S project and the problem with the Balcome property and his complaint that all the seeding has washed away.  No more seeding can be done this year but it will be looked at again in the spring.

** Personnel – The committee has met with Cami to review her job description.  They will set up a time with Matt and Dave to review theirs with them.  The rough drafts will be brought to Council when personnel has met with all staff.

e) Council Member Reports – 

** Member Bauman – Member Bauman met with Clayton Smith of the Local 49.  They want the City to do a voluntary recognition of a union formation.  She received information from Attorney Bjorndal and would like it copied and sent out to all Council Members.

** Member Brannan – Asked if the notices for P/Z public hearing and the City Open House included a statement that a quorum of the Council may be present.
f) Mayor Gall – discussed closing out the playground fund by a resolution transferring funds.  Heading up the Hazard Mitigation Grant will be himself and Member Brannan.  Additional funds that should be budgeted each year to account for the Chestnut Street Improvements bond short fall will be brought to the next meeting.  Questioned if the pay equity report had been submitted to the state.  Inquired on a list of the City owned lands.  Informed the Council of a fund raiser for flood victims at Diggers.

8. Discussion – None

Adjourn – Motion made by Member Reding, second by Mayor Gall to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Camille C. Reber

City Clerk Treasurer

