MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH, 2005

7:30 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Diane Carlson, Luke Nash (7:43), Ross Abel and Annie Brannan 

MEMBER ABSENT: Nate Nord
ALSO PRESENT:  Bill Angerman, Cami Reber,Mark Stevens, Lee Bjorndal, Mike Bubany, Robert & Marilyn Lermon, Kevin Graves, Angela Kolz, Bill Reding, Geraldine Perry, Dick Finley, Scott Larsen, Elaine Thorson, Virginia Markham, Ken Markham, Leon Markham, Dave Gilbertson, Deb Pederson, Tom DeZiel, Tony Dohrmann, Caryl Dorhmann, Ron Jones, Kent Keller, Sandy Schaefer, Merton & Heidi Unnasch, Mike Skjeie, Robert Zeller, Dianne Richards, Michele & Darryl Clements, Wendy Claseman, Deb Guenthner, Velma Pettey, Jeff Crilly, Janice Hanson,  Ted Bulaga, Robert Pettey, Jim & Linda Welch, Brian Quimby, Dennis & Pat Birch, Roberta & Bernie Meddleton, Mitch Miller, Ell & Susie Heusinkveld, Lisa Foxen, Jim Senjem Jr, Larry Tripp, Amy Ewing, Brad & Amy Handevidt, Ryan Gray, Corey Carstenson, Deb Wilson, Kevin & Barb Lentz, Linda Lopez, Jeremy Schubert, Jason Schimek, Ryan Paulson, Jon Ewing, Patti Chilson, Greg Brown,  Gary Sullivan, Galen Heinle, and Chub Fjerstad
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Carlson

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:  none
MINUTES – February 14th regular meeting & February 17th emergency meeting:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Brannan to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.
WARRANT LIST: Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Brannan to approve payment of the Warrant list in the amount of $22,438.38.  Motion carried unanimously.

EDA MINUTES – May 19th & October 20th:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Abel to accept the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.  Member Brannan wanted it noted that the gap between the dates was because of lack of a quorum.

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT REPORT – Mark Stevens:  #1-further sump pump inspection discussion was tabled until the April 16th retreat; #2–further discussion about looping the water line between Walnut Street & Chestnut Street was tabled until the Auditor has completed his work so they could determine if the money was available.; #3–installation of a bar screen at the sewer plant was tabled until the April 16th retreat; #4–info only about maintenance on the new water tower; #5 – Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Nash to approve the expenditure for Dave Leth to attend a water school in Rochester.  Motion carried unanimously.; #6 – Member Brannan requested to see the bids and names of bidders before moving forward with a new heating/cooling system for City Hall.  
PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE CONSTRUCTION OF SANITARY SEWER AND WATER MAIN IMPROVMENTS TO SERVE 56 PROPERTIES IN THE NW PORTION OF MANTORVILLE:  Mayor Carlson explained the purpose of the hearing.  City Engineer Bill Angerman did a brief presentation on the procedure leading up to the hearing.  Sandy Schaefer from Dodge County Environmental Quality stated that the County is planning to update an ordinance that would make it mandatory for all septic systems to be checked and in compliance before a house could be sold.  Mr. Angerman then explained the purpose and scope of this project. Cost estimate is $935,000 which would breakdown to $17,300 for a property that required both water & sewer or $11,000 for sewer only.  But the audience was reminded that these charges are only estimates.  Concerns of the residents are: the individual’s cost, had the City thoroughly checked for grant monies, is it possible to just connect onto the sewer and keep their existing wells, utility bills and property taxes going up for everyone- not just those involved in the improvement project, and what about future development – would they have to pay to hook into the municipal system?  Everyone in attendance had the opportunity to speak and ask questions. After much discussion, there was a motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Nash to close the public hearing.  Motion carried unanimously.
10 minute break

Council Member Nash asked Ms Schaefer what impact would the County’s ordinance have on City residents.  Reply: would affect only those who sell their house.  Ms Schaefer also said that she has started the ordinance but the timeline is to finish this year and implement it in 2006.  Mr. Bubany said that the Council should provide time for the residents to think about all of the information but to have a petition at City Hall for interested parties to sign up by March 24th.  Several items the Council would like researched: cost of filling wells, closing septic systems, cost of bringing the lines from the street into their house and can they keep their wells for watering gardens, etc and the answers will be mailed to all those residents in the affected area.  Member Nash questioned why the newspaper was not in attendance so that the facts could be in the next edition.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Brannan to stay with the same motion as last month re having at least 18 sign up and offer up to a 7-year deferment to those who are able to wait.  Mr. Angerman said that the assessment hearing is good for 6 months before another one would have to be held.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:  
∙ New Dog Ordinance No. 163:  Motion by Member Brannan and second by Member Abel to approve the ordinance after the City Attorney’s review and to only publish a summary in the paper.  Motion carried unanimously. 
∙ Motion by Member Brannan and second by Mayor Carlson to leave Ordinance No. 135 the same (for ticketing cars during a snow removal period).  Motion carried unanimously.  The maintenance department will have to call law enforcement to let them know when they would be out plowing.

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK’S REPORT: Motion by Member Brannan and second by Member Abel to shut off the water service to the delinquent customers as the ordinance states.  Motion carried unanimously.

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

∙ reminded Council about the April 16th retreat;


∙ on March 15th will be at the State capitol with the SMLM Board

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:

∙ Member Nash questioned whether or not the entire address or just the street  had been changed at the last meeting for Chad Andrist.  (entire address was approved)

∙ Member Brannan would like to see a schedule for RFP’s for all of the consultants;

∙ Member Brannan wondered how the Council could do a better job of follow up on things discussed at each meeting.
∙ Member Brannan asked the status of the “old” dump truck (we still have it)

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member Abel and second by Member Nash to adjourn at 11:20 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

