MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY MARCH 22, 2010
6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Nash called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
Members Present:  Luke Nash, Annie Brannan, Bill Reding, Chuck Bradford and Linda Schmidt.

Others Present:  Henry Blair, Gretta Becay, Tara Lindquist, Bill Angerman, Adam Hovden and Cami Reber. 
2. Pledge of Allegiance - None
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda - None
4. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bradford to approve the consent agenda as follows:
a) City Council Meeting Minutes March 8, 2010
b) Warrant List March 22, 2010
c) Dodge County Board of Commissioners Agenda March 23, 2010
d) Garbage Haulers License – GPI
e) PZ Meeting Minutes of February 16, 2010 – Amended and approved

f) March Delinquent Water and Sewer

Member Brannan has a question on the website support bill.  Motion passed unanimously.  

5. Public Concerns

Will Lambert, on behalf of the Marigold Days Committee, approached Council to request street closures for the annual Marigold Days festivities on September 10, 11 and 12.  They are requesting to close 4th Street from Clay to Highway 57 on Friday, Saturday and Sunday and to close 5th Street from Highway 57 to West Street for Saturday and Sunday.  This is the same request as last year and there were no dilemmas.  A reminder was made to send notification to those businesses that this would affect.  

He also requested to use the electrical box on the corner of 4th and Clay.  He is not sure how that is impacted by the sale of the EDA lots.  Council responded that this is a City pole that is paid for by the City.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Schmidt to approve the road closures as listed above and allow the use of the power pole on 4th and Clay.  

Will questioned the tentative concert that could be taking place on Friday night and he would encourage the host to approach the Marigold Days Committee so they can work together.    
6. Public Hearing - None
7. Old Business/New Business
a) 5th Street East Bike Path

Bill Angerman, City Engineer, was present to discuss the 3’ shoulder the Council previously requested to be investigated and possible added as part of the Mantor Drive Sewer Project.  Bill stated that you could add in a 3’ shoulder under $40,000.  The cost would be more in the $10 - $20,000 range.  You cannot call it a walking path because it does not meet any standards regarding safety.  The City should not count on any side benefits and WHKS would recommend against it if doing it is for a safety issue. It’s only a gravel shoulder.  This would go on the north side of the road.

 
After additional discussion and questions, a motion was made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to include a 3’ shoulder on 5th Street East when we do the sewer project.  Member Bradford is concerned that we are not listening to our engineer tell us that we are doing this but it won’t make the road any safer.  Mayor Nash feels that placing 3’ of gravel every year is not going to do what it is we want it to do except more work on our maintenance guys.  Motion passed 3-2 with Members Brannan, Reding and Schmidt voting for and Mayor Nash and Member Bradford voting against.


The Council discussed with Bill the 5th Street Culvert Project, the status and could any other projects be combined at the same time.  You can’t add anything to the FEMA scope and if the Council wanted to do another project they would need to have it decided on by May 3, the day of the retreat.  Council discussed how the new culvert is going to affect the drainage south to the river and there is concern that the replacement is only going to cause more problems with drainage because the pipes south of the culvert won’t be able to handle the new culvert.  Bill recommended that Council Members review the drainage report that was done and information regarding that piece of the project needs to be brought to Council and discussed in the April meetings.  Council also wants to consider If not the whole piece, then something to help with the beehive situation.  It is a doable project this year, but the timing would run into Marigold Days.  It would be better to have everything ready this year and do the project in the spring of 2011.  Bill noted that this project could trigger the storm water utility previously discussed.    

b) Burn Ordinance – draft


Mayor Nash would like to have language added that not only covers the person having the fire but that the property owner is also responsible for the fire.  Member Bradford and Member Schmidt noted that the City Zoning code already regulates a three foot recreational fire ring and they questioned why are we adding it here.  Cami is to check on chapter 150 to verify this.  The draft is tabled until the next meeting.  

c) VFW Water Bill 

Bill Reding, on behalf of the VFW, is asking for a modification of the VFW water bill.  There were two months that there was much larger than normal usage but nothing that went on to account for it.   The City did approve to replace the meter and Adam said he did check the meter and he didn’t find anything wrong with it.  It read correctly when he tested it.  Member Bradford said we should use the same criteria here as we have used in the past.  Council discussed what we have done in the past and how we came to those decisions.  In the past when credits have been granted, there has been an outdoor hose left running or a pipe break.  In this case there is nothing like that being accounted for.  Motion made by Mayor Nash, second by Member Brannan to decline to forgive the VFW bill.  Motion passes with Mayor Nash and Members Brannan, Bradford and Schmidt voting for and Member Reding abstaining.
d) Animal Impound Services

        
Council discussed the bid for services the City received from Kasson Regional Veterinary Clinic.     

        Cami should convey back to KM regional that the entry code in the letter is public knowledge   

        Mayor Nash noted that with competent services at a fraction of the fee how can we not go with the 
        cheaper place.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to change our 
        impound services to KM Regional Vet Hospital for a 3 month trial period and staff to let council 
        know after 3 months how things are going.  Motion passed unanimously.  Cami to send the 
        appropriate letter and add to the agenda in 3 months.  

e) Changes to date of State Primaries – update to Council on

Cami informed the Council that the State Primary Date has changed to the second Tuesday in August.  August 10 is the date for 2010.

f) MN Energy Pipe Replacement Project – update to Council on

Cami informed the Council of the pipe replacement project being done by MN Energy.  The project will take place the end of April beginning of May time period and currently the City does not have any projects taking place in the area of the pipe replacement.  

g) Resolution 2010-02 A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A DONATION FROM THE TANDEM BIKE CLUB 
Motion by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to accept the $500 donation from the Tandem Bike Club.  The donation was requested to be used in the Parks.  Motion passed unanimously.  The Park Board should send a thank you letter.  

.
h) 2010 Budget 
Mayor Nash and Member Brannan along with JJ Williams and Cami met and discussed the 2010 budget and pending additional LGA cuts.  It is the recommendation of the Finance Committee that the Council accept all the boards offers to modify their budgets as given with the remainder of the deficit to be taken out of the CIP.  The groups can operate with the remaining dollars left for 2010.
Member Reding noted that the Park Board had requested to carry over dollars which we are not giving back to them and giving EDA money when they already have money plus they have sold their two lots.  He suggests that we take away the total EDA budget dollars and then we are only looking at a $5,000 shortfall from CIP.  Member Schmidt feels the departments should come forward on an as needed basis for spending like we did last year.  Motion made by Mayor Nash, second by Member Reding to keep the spending freeze in place until we have our final LGA numbers.  We can modify it at that time.  Motion passed 4-1 with Mayor Nash and Members Reding, Bradford and Schmidt voting for and Member Brannan voting against.  Member Brannan asked specifically what was frozen on the EDA budget, just the City portion of the contribution or the all of the EDA monies.  Just the City portion of their budget is frozen.    
8. TBD

a) Public Works Report – Adam gave the following report;

· He has finished up with his water schooling and is just waiting on the test results.  

· The last of the old pumps broke down in the WWTP.  Dave took it to New Prague and we’re not sure yet what the cost will be.  

· The City’s red truck that he drives needs new tires.  He received a quote of $650 from Bromley. 

· Adam is requesting the purchase of a new locator especially with the upcoming projects in town.  The one he has now is 15 years old and you can’t get a clear read when locating water and sewer lines.  The cost of a new one is $3,600.  Council asked about getting a used one.  

· Adam is to get another bid on the tires.  Motion made by Member Brannan to purchase a new locator up to $3,600 to be paid for out of sewer fund and Adam should also get another bid on the tires and he can spend up to $650 for them.  That cost should be spread out over all entities.  Motion passed unanimously.   
b) City Clerk Report – Cami reported on the following;
· Letter from resident including photo’s of several nuisance/debris violations.  Resident requested that the City do a citywide clean up where people can bring their junk and the City will dispose of it.  The Council would like to see how other cities handle these types of things; do they charge or pay for it themselves?  It could become a very expensive thing to take on.
· She discussed a problem with a commercial UB account and the NSF checks it continues to receive.  Staff would like to implement a policy regarding NSF checks.  Cami will bring back a draft policy to Council for review.

c) Consultant Report – none
d) Committee Report

· MRA – they met and have questions about moving of the Greek Revival structure.  Does the county need to be notified of the move since it is on Clay Street?  Cami will check.   
· PZ met and talked about having each city subdivision look at the comprehensive plan as far as their area is concerned and bring back any recommended changes.  They continue to work on the trailer park ordinance,  
· Relief – the insurance on the motorcycle has been taken care of.
e) Council Member Report

· Member Bradford – reminded Members about the Business Expo on March 27.  A couple weeks ago he and others went up to the capital to lobby for the Trail.  No trails statewide got funded.

· Member Reding – None

· Member Brannan – request street closures for the Stagecoach Ride on August 14.  On 4th Street from Highway 57 to Clay Street and close off part of Clay from 4th – 5th. Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the street closures for the Stagecoach Ride as listed.  Motion passed unanimously.  The City Emergency Plan should be reviewed again and she would like to see some of the supplies bought for this.  Is the council on board to allow the money to be spent when we finish the plan?  We shouldn’t waste time working on something that we aren’t going to enforce.  Mayor Nash noted that the emergency commander, who is JJ Williams, should have the required NIMS classes.  He knows that the 300/400 are coming to his area soon.    
· Member Schmidt – has heard from some concerned citizens who asked when we do the muster in the park can there be something published that there will be noise due to firing cannons?  She also questioned about when the garbage cans will go on the trail?

f) Mayor Report 
Asked about the Casey’s plans and do we have a time frame?  Do we have a list of activities and planned dates of all the activities taking place this summer?  How is the rip rap holding up for the dam committee?
9. Executive Session - None
10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Schmidt to adjourn the meeting at 9:20.pm.  Motion passed unanimously.
