MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, JULY 28, 2008

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

Members Present:
Tom Gall




Annie Brannan




Bill Reding




James Jencks




Luke Nash

Others Present:  Gretta Becay – DC Star, Dave Dripps, Jim Mitchell, Cresta Melcher, Bernita Reding, Dale Brannan, Lynette Dahms, Ron Ballstadt, Paul Larsen, Randy Carlsen – DCI, Don Swanson, Randy Demmer – State Representative, Jane Olive, Karen DuCharme, Joe Wheeler, Marvin Myers and Cami Reber – City Clerk Treasurer.

2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda
MRA request for a one-day Bingo event.
3. Consent agenda

Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to approve the Consent Agenda and Correspondence as listed with changes as noted by Member Brannan to the Council Meeting Minutes of July 14, 2008.  Motion passed unanimously.
4. Correspondence

Approved above

5. Public Concerns

Dave Dripps asked if the Council will be taking public input during the Tower Land property discussion.  He was informed that they will be.

6. Old Business/New Business

a) Small Cities Development Plan

Joe Wheeler and Carrie DuCharme were present to represent the SEMMCHRA and the Small Cities Development Program.  The program is a partial grant assistance program for low to moderate income to help fund certain fix ups to their homes.  The program will include residential, rental and commercial properties.  Each type of property would have different requirements.  The grant that is being sought would involve monies for those cities in Dodge County.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to pass RESOLUTION 2008-09, A RESOLTUION DECLARING THE CITY OF MANTORVILLE AS A WILLING PARTICIPANT AND PARTNER FOR THE PROPOSED DODGE COUNTY JOINT CITY SCHP COMPREHENSIVE REHABILITIATION PORJECTS CONTAINED IN THE BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION.  Motion passed unanimously.  

b) Citizen Sign Request, Marvin Meyers

Marvin Meyers was present to discuss his request for an Autistic Child sign by his home.  He has decided to change the word child to person as his son is not quite a child anymore.  He will cover all expenses related to the sign.  He is asking for two signs to be placed on West and 6th Street.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Jencks to approve two signs as requested by Marvin Meyers.  A friendly amendment by Mayor Gall that we incorporate the permit that the City of Rochester uses and let Matt work with Marvin on the placement of the signs.  A friendly amendment by Member Brannan that we include in the permit wording to state that all expenses are to be paid by the requestor of the signs.  Motion passed unanimously.

c) Zumbro Bend Rendezvous Sign Request

Lynette Dahms presented the Council with a request to put up a sign that would advertise the yearly Zumbro Bend Rendezvous event.  The sign would be located next to the brush dump where there is currently a Marigold Days sign.  The Dahms would bear all of the expense of having the sign made and put in.  It would be about the same size as the Marigold Sign that is currently there.  The Council was in favor of the idea.  Lynette Dahms is to work with Cami and Matt on this.  The City reserves the right to have the sign removed at any time should the Council choose.

d) Water Tower Land/EDA Lots

Cresta Melcher presented a joint recommendation from EDA and Park Board to the Council regarding the water tower land.  In regards to the two lots across from Riverside Park owned by the EDA, the Park Board recommended to the EDA that the East lot was become some sort of trail head.  There had been some very informal discussions on this with members of the EDA and the Dodge County Trails Committee.    
Regarding that area south of 9th Street between Jefferson and Chestnut; it is being jointly recommended that the area stay designated as park space and part of Mantor Field.  Public input overwhelmingly wants this area to stay as Park.  Documents regarding grants that were filed for in the past point out that this area is designated as Park space.  

Regarding the property North of Ninth Street – for just that area lining 9th Street; it is being recommended that this area be deeded to the EDA for development of housing.  Not a lot of public input was received in that but those that did respond were not as concerned with that area.

That area North of Ninth Street beyond the recommended developable area; it is a joint recommendation that the area stay as City owned until further studies and city utility becomes  available for this.

It was the consensus of the Council that 9th Street stays as become designated as a street.  Cami is to draw up a resolution that specifically calls out that Mantor Field is the entire area between 7th and 9th  Street and it remains as park land.  A legal description needs to be done for those lots just north of 9th so the council can officially vote on it.  It was asked that the EDA take a look at the area and bring back a proposal to the Council as to how they would like to see that area laid out for development.   
It was asked that staff clarify where city utility lines run for access in that area.  Dave Dripps spoke about the use of city owned property from the perspective of a tax paying citizen.  

e) City Signs, EDA

Jane Olive, on behalf of the EDA, submitted the plans for the new Mantorville Signs.  The signs will go on the North and South end of the City.  Both signs will be located on county property.  The south sign will be inside of City limits.  The county and MNDot has approved the placement of these signs.  The signs are 8 x 12 in size and once complete they will be given to the City by the EDA.  The goal is to have them up by Marigold Days.  The plan is to include limestone planters in front about two feet deep.  The EDA is asking that the fees for the permits be waived.  The City is being asked to pay for the power to light the signs.  Any mowing will be coordinated with the County and City.  The costs for the two signs are approximately $9,000.  Including the planters the entire budget for the signs is less than $15,000. Member Reding is concerned that the cost quoted is too high.  Motion made by Member Jencks, second by Member Brannan for the acceptance of these signs and the responsibility that the EDA complete.  Also waiving of the building permit fees that will be required as part of the inspection process.  Motion passed with Mayor Gall and Members Brannan, Jencks and Nash voting for and Member Reding voting against.  
f) LMNC Recommendation for signage along the dam

The City’s LMNC Loss Control Consultant, Josh Fitch, visited the City previously and looked at the area in and around the City Dam.  He made recommendations regarding lowering the liability the city could entail should someone get hurt at the dam.  The items listed consist of installing a railing and installing signage.  It was recommended that this information be passed on to the Dam Committee for review and recommendation.  Cami will review previous minutes to verify who makes up this committee and get a meeting date set up.
g) Sign Ordinance, Chapter 150.085 Mantorville City Code – Recommendation for approval by PZ

The Planning and Zoning Commission recommended to the Council that they repeal the old section 150.085, Signs, and adopt the new Chapter 150.085 Signs of the City Code.  There were some questions regarding the new ordinance.  Permitted all Districts; there is nothing in regards to Election Signs.  Because this is listed in State Statutes, it was felt it did not need to be included.  The ordinance does not reference State Statutes.  It was recommended to add the wording “as provided for by State Statute”.  There are some areas where the wordage with regards to business and profit/non profit needs to be clarified.  There was some other area’s where the wordage needs to be clarified.  Mayor Gall will make the changes and bring it back to Council.
h) Resolution 2008-08, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION JUDGES FOR THE PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTION OF 2008.

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Nash to approve A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION JUDGES FOR THE PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTION OF 2008.  Motion passed 4-0 with Member Jencks abstaining from the vote.  

i) Joint Venture Agreement with City of Kasson and KM School District

This document came from a League workshop.  Both Kasson and the School District have passed their agreement.  It was asked who the make up of the board is and that it should be included in the agreement.  We have already set aside $5,000 for this.
j) Approval for a one day bingo permit as requested by the MRA

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve Resolution 2008-10, A RESOLUTION APPROVING A ONE DAY COMMUNITY NON-PROFIT GAMBLING EVENT.  The MRA will be holding a one day bingo event on September 6 from approximately 1:30 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. at the Welcome Center.  Motion passed with 4-0 with Member Jencks abstaining. 
7. TBD

a) Public Works Report

Matt was not present but did submit a report to the Council.  There was a question on the chlorinating pump and why it broke, was it covered by insurance, how much it cost, and which well house did it happen in.  Cami will ask Matt to follow up on.
b) City Clerk Report

Cami updated the Council on items; 

· Working in National Night out, 

· There was a work comp claim in the FD, 

· Spoke with Sally Schleeter and Linda Schmidt and the trial has been postponed, 

· The workshop scheduled for August 23 from 9a.m. until 1p.m. will be for council work at this time but the intent is to invite the public in the future, 

· Dance permit approval for Saloon.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Mayor Gall.  Motion passed 4-0 with Member Jencks abstaining.

· Bid opening for Fire Truck will take place on September 10 @ 3:00 p.m.  Member Reding and Member Jencks will be Council reps present. 
c) Consultant Report - None
d) Committee Report - None
e) Council Member Report

Member Brannan – request to the budget committee for dollars in regards to the emergency plan.  What is the update on the status of Kevin Lubahn attending the Council meeting?  He did not have any information for the Council at this time.  Cami will request he come to the next meeting as requested by Council.  We need to revisit the dance permit process and clarify the intent of the permit process and when it is required.

Member Reding – None

Member Nash – None

Member Jencks – None

f) Mayor Report

Received a couple of calls regarding the post office closing.  Do we want to defend our Post Office and keep it in Mantorville?  Council Members agree that we need to be a bit vocal on this issue in regards to keeping our Post Office here.  
Council closed the regular session at 9:55 p.m. to discuss some personnel letters.

Council reopened the regular meeting at 10:04 p.m.  An executive Session summary was given as written below.

8. Discussion - None
9. Executive Session

Council went into Executive Session at 9:56 p.m.  Discussion and update on the personnel meeting with the Fire Board and the decision and letters that were mailed.

Adjourn – Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Reding to adjourn the meeting at 10:05 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.
