MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, JANUARY 26TH, 2004

7:30 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Diane Carlson, Julie Larsen, Luke Nash, Bob More and Annie Brannan

ALSO PRESENT:  Dale Brannan, Roger Nolte, Roger Petersen, Lee Bjorndal, Dick Swenke and Gary Thompson

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:  delete Bill Angerman

MINUTES – January 12th regular and special meetings:  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Mayor Carlson to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Nash to approve payment of the Warrant list minus check #15209 to LMC because of Member Nash’s unavailability to attend the Experienced Officials conference.  Motion carried unanimously.
DELINQUENT UTILITY ACCOUNTS:  Staff is to follow procedure

BAUDLER BAUDLER MAUS & BLAHNIK LLP – Lee Bjorndal:  Interview for the position of City Attorney:  Mr. Bjorndal explained that he enjoys working with cities and currently works for Spring Valley, the City of Austin, several townships and Mower County.  Mayor Carlson inquired as to the resources used – he said the internet, West Law, state courts web page, MN Statutes and fellow attorneys.  Member Nash asked if there would be any scheduling conflicts and he said no but that he might have an associate handle some of the criminal cases from time to time.  Mayor Carlson asked about the transition and he replied that he will set up a meeting with the City Clerk to discuss issues that might be raised in the near future.  All in all, he does not foresee having to attend many Council meetings.  Member Brannan asked if his paralegal would be able to answer questions if Mr. Bjorndal was not available.  He replied that she may be able to do some research and the City would only be billed for her time, not both.  He says that he sends out very detailed billing statements.
CITY CLERK’S REPORT: 
∙ Discussion about the RFP for garbage haulers and the associated Ordinance.  Council Members suggested several changes before moving forward.  
∙ reported that Bill Angerman had received the plans and specs form Scott Melder and Southeast Engineering for the water line extension in Block 7 of the Original Plat.  In order to expedite the project, Mr. Angerman requested authorization to submit the plans to the Health Department for review prior to Council reviewing and approving the plans.  Motion by Mayor Carlson and second by Member Brannan to authorize Mr. Angerman to submit the plans to the Health Department.  Motion carried unanimously.

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS: 
∙ Member Nash reported that the joint powers for the Four Season’s arena had met and set their budget for 2004.  He said that the City’s portion of the 2003 deficit should be closer to $4,000 than the $5,300 budgeted.  

∙ Motion by Member Brannan and second by Member Larsen to donate $125.00 to the Sesquicentennial birthday fund to help cover expenses. The question was asked about the legality of City’s donating money for such causes, Mayor Carlson clarified by saying that state statute allows cities to appropriate money for historical events.  Motion carried unanimously.
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  Referencing a letter he had received from Mayor Carlson, Mr. Petersen questioned why he had been “fired” by the mayor when it was not legal for her to do that on her own.  He mentioned that secret meetings must have been held to make that decision.  Mayor Carlson replied that her letter did not say that he had been “fired”, it stated that he was to bring all City files to the Council meeting in order to ease the transition for a “new” city attorney and that there had been no secret meetings to discuss the legal services.  Mr. Petersen reserved further comments until later in the meeting.
LEGAL SERVICES DISCUSSION & DECISION:  Member More opened discussion by saying that all three (3) candidates interviewed were higher priced than current counsel and that one (1) doesn’t meet the criteria because he’s not interested in the prosecution part of the job.  Motion by Member More to retain present counsel.  Motion died for lack of a second.  Member Brannan added that the per hour prices may be higher but in the long run, annual charges might be less.  Member Nash said that he’s not sure if having two (2) separate firms would be the best idea for Mantorville so is leaning away from Thomas Canan.  There was discussion as to the length of a contract and to attendance at Council meetings.  Mayor Carlson suggested that the new attorney attend more meetings in the beginning to get to know each other.  Dick Swenke asked to speak as a concerned taxpayer.  He said that Mr. Petersen has a wealth of knowledge and feels that the Council should take a hard look a what they’re doing.  Mr. Swenke then thanked Mr. Petersen for his years of service to the City.  Member Nash reminded everyone that this decision was not done strictly for financial reasons and that Mr. Petersen had the same opportunity to submit an application as any other firm.  After more discussion, there was a motion by Member Nash and second by Mayor Carlson to retain Lee Bjorndal of Baudler Baudler Maus & Blahnik, LLP for a minimum period of two (2) years.  Motion carried with Mayor Carlson, Members Larsen, Nash and Brannan voting aye.  Member More abstained with the explanation that after being in business for over twenty (20) years, he has never let an employee go without an explanation, especially a competent one.  

LAW ENFORCEMENT – Sheriff Gary Thompson:  updated Council on several happenings in the Sheriff’s department.  Several deputies have left but new ones will be added soon.  Mayor Carlson said that she appreciates that the deputies are now more visible than in the past and that she hasn’t been receiving as many traffic complaints from residents.
SESQUICENTENNIAL:  Member Brannan updated everyone on the opening ceremony events and the upcoming Snow Day. 

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Mayor Carlson to adjourn at 8:35 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

