MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, OCTOBER 8TH, 2001

7:30 P.M.

Members present: Mark Lamphere, Julie Larsen, Diane Wilke and Bob More.  Absent: Diane Carlson.

Also present:  Jim Robinson (Mediacom), Jay Kruger (CMS), Roger Petersen, John & Pollie Goodman, Mark Stevens and Wes Nelson (RaMar)

Acting Mayor Lamphere called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

AGENDA:  Approved with the addition of John Goodman

MINUTES – September 24th Meeting:  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member More to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member Larsen to approve payment of the warrant list in the amount of $26,878.79.  Motion carried unanimously.

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT REPORT – Mark Stevens:  

• Mark introduced Wes Nelson from Ramar, a company that sells water meters.  Mr. Nelson explained that the meters, readers and handtrack receivers work in conjunction with the computer software.  Estimated price would be $45,850 for the total package, which includes 282 meters, readers, receiver, programmer, software, and training.  This presentation was informational only, no action taken by the Council.

• Bill Angerman and Mark Stevens had conducted a review of the construction of Chestnut Street between 9th Street and the City limits.   From the inspection, a “punch” list was created of items that need to be completed or redone before the City accepts that portion of the Street.  The Council will receive periodic updates of the progress.

MEDIACOM – Jim Robinson, District Manager for Mediacom, reported on the recent progress being made in Mantorville to areas of the City that have recently received cable service.  He also mentioned that within two (2) years, the City should expect to see upgrades including digital transmission, high speed internet and expanded channels.  In December Mediacom plans to present Mantorville with equipment to activate its own local cable channel again.  Mr. Robinson also asked that any residents with reception problems on their cable channels contact him directly.  

Mr. Robinson reminded the Council of the Southeast MN cable commission with the cities of Blooming Prairie, Kenyon, West Concord and Dodge Center.  The commission has asked Mantorville to join, more discussion at a future meeting.

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT SERVICE – Jay Kruger was present to discuss changes in the permits that are required for home repairs.  As of October 1st, residents who plan to re-roof MUST have a permit issued from the City.   Mr. Kruger also presented the 2002 rate structure that will be billed to the City for plan review and inspections.

Mr. Kruger reported that he had inspected the inside of the house located at 516 Clay Street.  His only suggestion was that secure locks be installed to deter any vandalism.

JOHN GOODMAN – 421 Chestnut Street:  Mr. Goodman inquired about the complaints made against the condition of his property, specifically the “demo” cars in the yard.  Member Lamphere suggested that the cars be either stored inside the garage or take them out of the City limits.  Mr. Goodman said “Give me a ticket, I’ll fight it!!”.  Current pictures of the property will be taken and discussed at a future meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:  
• Member Wilke asked that a “special” savings account be set up to accept donations for park playground equipment.  The Byron Women of Today are sending a donation along with the money received by recent residential developments in the City will be deposited in that account.  Motion by Member Larsen and second by Member More to approve opening the bank account.  Motion carried unanimously.

• Member Larsen reported that she did a ride-along with Deputy Luke Nash for the entire length of the shift, 6 p.m. to 4 a.m.  She hopes to do another one again soon.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Roger Petersen: 

• Mr. Petersen reported on the number of citations issued for underage consumption during the recent Johnny Holmes concert;

• Finley annexation progress – the next step is for the Council to order a public hearing;

• Member Larsen inquired about the status of the property located at 607 Stagecoach Road.  Mr. Petersen reported that the Sheriff’s Department was asked to issue a citation for violation of the Debris Ordinance.

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:  
• Council agreed that the water service to 16 5th Street West should be shut-off to avoid any complications from the cold weather;

• 21st Century Wireless’ 5-year lease agreement for antenna space on our water tower is due to expire on January 1st, 2002.  Currently the City receives $30 per month for providing the space, the going rate seems to be over $200/month.  Mr. Hutt will be invited to attend a Council meeting to discuss continuation of the agreement.

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Larsen to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

