
MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

MONDAY, MAY 14, 2007

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:36 PM.


Members Present:
Tom Gall, 





Nancy Bauman





Annie Brannan





Sarah Leitzen





Bill Reding

Others Present:  Rog Nolte, Ron Schraefel, Dale Brannan, Bill McH, Rich Balcome, Lisa Foxen, Randy Carlson, Tim Hruska of WHKS and City Attorney Lee Bjorndal.

2. Additions/Deletions to agenda – 7c. Delete, Add Resolution 2007-08, Comprehensive Plan discussion involving legal opinion of City Attorney, City Hall Fire Hall discussion.

3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the consent agenda including the park board minutes of April 24, 2007 contingent on their final approval.  Make a change to the Council meeting minutes of April 23, 2007 6.a) restated as follows: 25% of the water leak went down the sewer and 75% did not enter the sewer system.  Motion passed unanimously.

4. Correspondence – FYI only.  Member Brannan suggested that the City do a follow up letter to MNDOT in support of the letter the County sent in regards to the crumbling of the brick wall along highway 57 next to the court house.

5. Public Hearing scheduled for 6:45 PM regarding amended Ordinance No.50.03 Water and Sewer – Mayor Gall opened the public hearing at 6:45 PM.  City Attorney Bjorndal reviewed the amendment to the Council and answered any questions.  The amendment was made to clean up the prior ordinance and to address a citizen request to change the way apartment buildings are billed.  No comments made by the audience.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to close the public hearing at 6:48 PM.  Attorney Bjorndal reiterated the grammatical changes that were made to the rough draft after members received their packets.  Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Member Reding to adopt the amended 50.03 WATER AND SEWER SERVICE BILLS AND RATES; TERMINATIN OF SERVICE; RECONNECTION CHARGES AND REPEALING EXISTING SECTION 50.05 IN ITS ENTIRETY OF THE MANTORVILLE CITY CODE.  Motion passed unanimously.

6. Public Concerns – Rich Balcome handed out pictures to the Council, as a refresher, of his yard 19 months after the start of the NW W/S Project.  He would like to know when this will finally be done.  Tim Hruska, WHKS, said that the contractor had been in town and met with WHKS to go over the punch list and review what items need to be finished.  They are due back at the end of week into next week depending on the weather.  Mayor Gall asked Rich to submit a list of items, in writing as previously requested, to the City so they can compare the punch list with Rich’s list.  The Mayor asked to get the contact name for SJ Louis so he could send them some sort of correspondence as to when the project will be complete or receive some sort of time line.  


Ron Schrafel – asked what to do to get anything done in regards to the grass, rocks etc., in the 
project area.  Do any of the property owners have a say in what needs to be done up there?  The 
Mayor 
reiterated that the City does not make the final pay cut to them until everything has been completed and 
put back in original condition.  Member Leitzen asked if this is something that the 
infrastructure 
committee should be involved in.  Member Brannan and 
Reding said they could.  A punch list will 
be provided to all council members.  Any citizen that wants to see this can and if they want to add to it 
they should.  All comments will be forwarded on to WHKS.

7. New Business 

a)
Lisa Foxen, Rolling Hills Manor Townhomes, 7th Street Drainage – Ms. Foxen addressed the Council in regards to the drainage issue at the townhomes.  The way the water is draining during a rain is washing out her driveway and goes down into the neighbor’s driveway and garage.  Member Bauman stated that she had looked at it and it appears that the garages were not built to code.  The drainage issue is a problem in that area and the Council will look at it in reference to the CIP plan list and address it with Matt.

b)
Donation Request from SEMCAC – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bauman to table the request until Cami can let them know how much they donated in the past and how many residents utilize it.  Motion passed unanimously.

c)
Pulled

d)
Brooks Excavating Company Approval – NW Connection Contractor – Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to approve with the contingency that all paperwork is received as required.  Motion passed unanimously.

e)
C & C Excavating Approval – Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to approve with the contingency that all paperwork is received as required.   Motion passed unanimously.

f)
Relief Association Lawful Gambling Permit – Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Gall to approve the Relief Association Gambling Permit.  Motion passed unanimously.

g)
Storm Water Utility – The council reviewed the implementation of a storm water utility fee.  Tim of WHKS briefly spoke about this and said that implementing this could be tied into the storm water study.  Council had no further comment.

h)
Resolution 2007-10 – RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A SCHOOL BEING LOCATED IN MANTORVILLE – An addition by Member Bauman is as follows; and if further resolved that the City of Mantorville work with KM School district to secure an appropriate site within the City limits of the City of Mantorville.  Member Bauman made the motion, second by Member Leitzen to approve the resolution with the amendment made by Member Bauman.  Member Reding stated that he has been involved in the talks with the school and it has been stated and known that there is not enough green space with in the City to build a school and the only way to consider it would be if the City annexed land.  Member Bauman reiterated that her amendment does include possibly annexing land.  Member Reding stated that if we spoke to the citizens who have children in the school district, they would state that it would be nice to have their kids all at one campus instead of in 3 different locations.  Member Brannan felt that this is not the time to put a resolution like this in place.  We need to hear from the citizens and have just started early discussions with the school.  Motion passed with Mayor Gall, Member Bauman and Member Leitzen voting for and Member Brannan and Member Reding voting against.

I)  
Resolution 2007-11, A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF FACILITATING THE FUTURE OF THE CURRENT MANTORVILLE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL - Mayor Gall read and explained reasoning behind the resolution.  He feel’s it is important for the City to have a plan in place if the City should become the owner of the intermediate school.  Member Bauman asked that the resolution be separated out with the following wording as its own resolution:  Whereas the Mantorville City Council recognizes the historic value of the intermediate school and old normal school and ruins of the old stone brewery.  Be it resolved that the Mantorville City Council direct Planning and Zoning to expand the historical district with in the City of Mantorville to include the above historical buildings.  Member Bauman made the motion to accept the above resolution as its own separate resolution apart from the previously submitted 2007-11.  Motion was seconded by Mayor Gall. Discussion among the Members in regards to the future of the school and the expansion of the historical district.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to table the above stated motion until printed copies of the separate resolutions can be done and submitted to each council member.  Motion passed with Members Brannan, Reding and Leitzen voting in favor of tabling the resolution and Mayor Gall and Member Bauman voting against.  


Motion made by Mayor Gall, second by Member Bauman to accept Resolution 2007-11, with the exception of the first paragraph and by adding to the last paragraph, “contingent upon City Council’s agreement to take ownership of the building”.  Motion passed with Mayor Gall, Member Bauman and Member Leitzen voting for and Member Brannan and Member Reding voting against.  Member Brannan asked that she be taken off of the School Committee.  Member Bauman will take her spot.

j)
Resolution 2007-12, A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR STATE BOND FUNDING FOR PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE STATE AUTHORIZED STAGECOACH TRAIL.  Motion made by Mayor Gall second by Member Bauman to accept Resolution 2007-12.  Motion passed unanimously.

k)
Resolution 2007-08, A RESOLUTION FOR DETERMINATION OF CONNECTION CHARGES FOR 809 HICKORY LANE, MANTORVILLE MINNESOTA.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to accept Resolution 2007-08.  Motion passed unanimously.

8.  Old Business

a)  Oath of Office, Jeff Mehnke, Planning and Zoning Commissioner - Mayor Gall presented the oath of office to Jeff Mehnke.

b)  5th Street East Project - Tim Hruska of WHKS was present to discuss the project.  He started off by explaining that the original report was to not disturb the existing roadway, but to widen the roadway to the 29’ width, add curb and gutter and the bike path.  They would not be touching the existing pavement but adding on to it.  He handed out the new report to each council member showing the bike path on the south side of the road.  Member Brannan asked that they amend this report by calling it option 3 so they can keep discussion clear.  Option 1 is the first report submitted which has the bike path on the north side of the road but only to Mantor Drive.  Option 2 extends that report to Bergmann Drive.  Option 3 shows the path on the South side of the road all the way to Bergmann Drive.  If option 2 was chosen and the bituminous price reflected correctly, the increase would be about $6,600.  The pricing of bituminous reflects last years pricing.  The difference between 2 and 3 is about 25k.  If the Council wanted to move forward with assessing property, they would need to direct WHKS to move forward with a feasibility study to prove benefit.


420 Mantor Drive resident is questioning why we would put the trail on the south side of the road.  What sort of benefit does it provide to him when assessed?  There is some question as to how far the survey work was done.  It was only done to Mantor Drive.  The Council agreed that that the additional survey work to Bergmann Drive should be done.  They gave direction to WHKS to proceed with the additional survey work to be done.  A public information meeting would be done prior to any work being done.  

c)  Water and Sewer Funds - Discussion on the water and sewer funds and the cash position of the City.  The finance committee will be meeting with the City Auditor to review all the funds.  If staff works as much overtime in 2007 as they did in 2006, the salaries will go over budget.  There is not a plan as of now to how to cover any deficit in the water and sewer fund.  The finance committee has not made a decision to bring back to council yet.  They hope to provide something by the first meeting in June after meeting with the Auditor and Mike Bubany.  

d)
City Hall Fire Hall - Dale Brannan spoke in regards to a memo that Cami had sent him.  The Council had previously asked that TSP be approached on an estimated cost to do a study on the current site and what sort of cost for remodeling to the Fire Hall and City Hall.  TSP submitted a rough cost of $3,000 - $3,500.  That would include 3 meetings with the 3rd one being the proposal to the City Council.  Discussion on what the amount would actually include.  The Council would like to see a better breakdown of the cost before making a decision.  Cami will bring that back to the next council. 

9.  Consultant, Staff and Council Reports

a)  Consultants Report - None

b)  Public Works Report - None

c) City Clerks Report 


1.  June Newsletter Editor - Member Leitzen


2.  Comp Plan Survey - fill out by council members


3.  Reschedule May 28 meeting - Dale Brannan offered the use of the Fire Hall for the next City Council meeting.  Due to the Memorial weekend, the original scheduled meeting needs to be rescheduled.  The Council agreed to reschedule their meeting to May 29, 2007.  The Council agreed to use the Fire Hall as the Park Board will be meeting in the Chambers at 7:00 pm.

d)  Committee Reports - 



1.  Personnel Report – Mayor Gall and Member Brannan are reviewing the Personnel Policy.  They hope to have the rough draft with changes to the Council at the second meeting in June.  Personnel Committee would like to get the process started on staff reviews.  What the personnel committee is looking for is input from council on improvement needs by staff.  They would like to put a plan in place for those employees between August and November so the employee is aware of changes and/or concerns and has time to address them prior to their review.  Assessments/reviews will be done on the Fire fighters also.  A Special meeting will be posted for May 22 for public input regarding the Mantorville School.  



2.  EDA - The EDA has decided to put off the RFP process on the two park lots off until the first part of 2008.

e)  Council Member Reports 


1.  Meeting with Custom Alarm in regards to a better tape recording and/or video recording estimates.  Looking at a second quote as well.  

2.  Potentially thinking about getting development into the City to help bring in more revenue to the City.  Discussion by Council on how to move forward with this.

3.  The status of the dam; don’t want to lose the thought on the options available.  Bring it back when Matt comes back.


Member Leitzen - Nothing


Member Bauman - Nothing


Member Reding - Nothing


Mayor Gall - update on the movers and shakers meeting that was scheduled and sent out to the City email but not forwarded on to each council member.  Does the council want to put together a policy in regards to city email messages being forwarded on to each Council Member.  It was the consensus of the Council that when an email is sent to the City which would involve Council Members, Cami is to check to make sure the email went to all members and if not she is to contact them by telephone.  Input to the Council in regards to the Mayors conference he attended.  He came away with some good ideas on things.

10.  Discussion - none

Motion made by Mayor Gall, second by Member Brannan to adjourn.  Motion passed unanimously.   


