MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2008

6:30 PM

1. Call To Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Members Present:

Tom Gall





Annie Brannan





Bill Reding





Sarah Leitzen

Others Present: Gretta Becay – DC Star Record, Randy Carlson – DCI, Ron Schrafel, Dale Brannan – MFD Chief, Don Swanson, Jim Welch, Robert Lermon, James Jencks, Luke Nash, Gary Wallin, Paul Larsen, John Holtaus, Lee Bjorndal – City Attorney and Cami Reber – Clerk Treasurer.

2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda – A change to the consent agenda on the warrant list dated January 14, 2008 s/b January 28, 2008.  The addition of the meeting notice for the DC Board of Commissioners.
3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the consent agenda as follows;

a) Council Meeting Minutes of January 14, 2008

b) Warrant list of January 28, 2008

c) Planning and Zoning Meeting minutes of December 5, 2008.

Member Brannan asked for a request of the EDA to submit the evaluation numbers on the criteria that were set in the RFP process.  Member Brannan asked that due to the rate increase on the City Attorney staff do a comparison of last year’s versus this year’s budget and bring those numbers back to the Council.  Member Brannan clarified with Randy Carlson of the DCI if he was going to publish the legal notices in both sections of the paper will the City be charged twice?  Randy replied that he would put legal notices in both sections of the paper and that he would not charge us twice.  Member Reding asked if the Planning and Zoning seats had been advertised for?  Cami replied that they had been.  Motion passed unanimously.
4. Correspondence – FYI only.

5. Public Concerns – Ron Schrafel presented the council with a petition of 65 signatures in support of Luke Nash as being appointed to the open council seat.  
6. Old Business/New Business

a) Appointment of new Council Member – City Attorney, Lee Bjorndal, reviewed the process of appointing a vacancy on the Council.  The City received three applications for the vacant council seat; Luke Nash, Don Swanson, and Jamie Jencks.  Council Members were given ten minutes each to ask questions and gather input from each applicant.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to appoint Luke Nash to the open council position.  The motion did not pass with Members Reding and Brannan voting for and Mayor Gall and Member Leitzen voting against.  Motion made by Member Leitzen, second by Mayor Gall to appoint Jamie Jencks to the open council position.  Motion did not pass with Mayor Gall and Member Leitzen voting for and Members Reding and Brannan voting against.  The Mayor has the authority to make the appointment in case of a tie vote.  City Attorney Lee Bjorndal verified the statute that gives the Mayor that authority if the Council cannot come to a consensus vote.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to appoint Don Swanson to the open council seat.  Motion did not pass with Members Reding and Brannan voting for and Mayor Gall and Member Leitzen voting against.  Due to the Council unable to reach a consensus, Mayor Gall appointed Jamie Jencks to the open council position.  Mr. Jencks was sworn in immediately and took his seat on the council.         

b) Dangerous Dog Determination – John Holtaus, 601 Monroe Court, was given notice on August 15, 2007 of owning a potentially dangerous dog as defined by state statute.  The notice was given to him by the Dodge County Sheriffs Department.  The dog in question is a brown boxer which responds to the name of Baxter.  On November 26, 2007, due to incidents, the Sheriff’s Department notified Mr. Holtaus that the dog has now been declared as a dangerous dog.  He was given 14 days to comply with the provisions of the state statute and city ordinance.  The dog was seized by the Dodge County Sheriff’s office on January 1, 2008 because the dog was found to be running at large and Mr. Holtaus did not comply with the requirements of keeping a dangerous dog.  Mr.Holtaus requested a hearing in front of the City Council for a request that he be given time to comply with the ordinance and that the City allow the $100,000 insurance policy he has in place instead of the required $300,000 that the City has as a requirement in its ordinance.  Mr. Holtaus is also to pay the bill at the animal shelter in which the dog is currently being held before the animal can be released.  Mr. Holtaus does not feel that his dog is dangerous.  He feels that the dog was cornered by officers and provoked and he acted in his own defense.  Member Brannan asked City Attorney Bjorndal if the City is allowed to give the extended time to have Mr. Holtaus be in compliance with State and City laws.  Attorney Bjorndal stated that they could only do that if they find he did not violate any laws.  Although no ones wants to put someone else’s dog to death, Member Reding made the motion that the dog is declared dangerous and a potential threat and should be put down.  Mayor Gall regrettably made the second.  Motion passed unanimously.  Sheriff Thompson will have the Carriage House contacted to have the dog put down.  Mr. Holtaus is responsible for all costs incurred in the boarding, euthanasia and disposing of the dog.  
c) Direction to Proceed with Survey on Water Tower Land – Motion made by Mayor Gall, second by Member Leitzen that the City proceed with the survey of the city owned land by the water tower.  City Attorney Bjorndal is requesting a survey be done in order to properly transfer this land.  Member Reding made a friendly amendment that the cost of everything involved with the survey, title transfer and what not be reimbursed to the City by the EDA when the funds from the lot sales take place.  Motion passed with the friendly amendment with Mayor Gall and Members Reding, Letizen and Jencks voting for and Member Brannan voting against.

d) 2008 Dodge County Assessment Agreement – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the assessment agreement with the Dodge County Assessors office for 2008 in the amount of $4,301.  Motion passed unanimously.

e) Liquor License Approval, Mantorville Saloon, new owner application – Steve Williams is the new owner of the Mantorville Saloon.  He was present and introduced himself to the Council.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Mayor Gall to approve the new application and liquor license for the Mantorville Saloon.  Motion passed unanimously with Member Jencks abstaining from the vote.  

f) Joint Ventures Agreement – Mayor Gall explained the Joint Ventures Agreement with Council Members.  This is currently in draft form with the City of Kasson, KM School district and the City of Mantorville.  The three units have set aside dollars in order to set up a relationship where we will be sharing park related programs such as baseball programs.  It is a beginning of having everyone work together and having a pot of money that they can use to draw to for things such as upkeep of the soccer fields, baseball fields, etc.  It was asked if all three parties need to agree on something in order to move forward with the project.  Mayor Gall stated that he is sure a board of some kind will be set up to make those decisions.  Member Reding asked that something be added that states what makes up the board. Member Brannan would like to see what the powers of the board are.  There are stronger documents available that could be done up that would unify the park system and the intent of this draft is not to do that.  It’s a beginning to work together.  It can be reviewed at a later date to see if it is working or not.  Member Jencks asked that the approval of a project not made unanimously be looked at.  That maybe only those that approve pay for the project from their funds and if one doesn’t agree, they don’t pay for it.  
g) Approval of new Planning and Zoning Commissioners – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve Jodie Starch and Dave Dripps to Planning and Zoning.  They are reapplying as their terms expired.  No other applicants were received and it was advertised in the DCI and on the cable channel.  Motion passed unanimously. 
h) Approval of Staff Secretary, Planning and Zoning – Discussion on the position of secretary for Planning and Zoning.  It was asked to get input from the Planning and Zoning Commission as to their interpretation of rules, responsibilities and level of effort for the secretary position.  It was also stated that this should be something that the personnel committee could add to staff job descriptions when they are working on that.  There was discussion that the secretary should be one of the planning and zoning commissioner’s because that is what is stated in the ordinance.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Mayor Gall to appoint Karen as support staff for the Planning and Zoning Commission.  It is up to her to use her judgment and work with the Planning and Zoning Board in regards to them needing her there in attendance.  This needs to come back to Council in May to assess the time that has been spent in her attending the meetings.  The expectation between now and May is that Karen will reduce her in office hours to offset those spent at Planning and Zoning Meetings.  If that is not working when they assess it in May, they go back to the drawing board to try something different.  Motion passed unanimously.  
i) Meeting Day Policy, Planning and Zoning – Motion made by Member Reding, second by  Member Leitzen to approve the 3rd Monday as the meeting day for Planning and Zoning.  If the 3rd Monday falls on a holiday, the following day will be the meeting date.  Motion passed unanimously.

j) Approval of Access Control Policy – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the Dodge County Access Control Policy as submitted by Planning and Zoning.  Motion passed unanimously.

k) Approval of Planning Zoning Education – Council needs to know what the Commissioners have attended and what is in the budget.  This will come back to the Council.
7.  TBD

a) Public Works Report/Utility Supervisor Report – Information Only.  Council thanked all staff for their report of activity.  It is nice to know what it is they do on a day to day basis.

b) City Clerk Report/Assistant City Clerk Report – Cami handed out the financial reports for the month of January.  There isn’t a lot to report but she noted that the water fund is in the red due to the February bond payment being made.  She updated that the newsletter went out and the surveys are being returned.  She asked the Council about the sign ordinance being brought back.  The Council tabled the amended ordinance in September and Cami is recommending that we get ours updated and passed due to the age of it and all the new recommendations being done.  Due to the time lapse, it is recommended that there be a public hearing done again.  The council would like to be the one to hold the public hearing and give the businesses and the MRA the chance to give their input.  There was a question on the sandwich boards that are being put out in several area’s of town.  Staff is to check with Lee on how those will be affected by the new ordinance.  Staff will set up the public hearing and get things going.  An update was given on the meeting with the Historical Society and the work session on February 20 @ 2008.  The April newsletter is looking for a Council Member article if anyone is interested.  Mayor Gall said he would write up something.  The agreement on the copier was to pay it off in 2008 and not do another partial payment.  To lease the machine for 3 years, we would end up paying out a lot more than if we just bought it now.  Because there is money available, the recommendation was to pay off the balance now, approximately $4,500.  Motion made by Member Jencks, second by Member Leitzen that we pay off the balance now out of CIP.  The 2007 surplus will be transferred to cover that cost.  Motion passed unanimously.
c) Consultant Report – None

d) Committee Report – None

e) Council Member Report

· Member Brannan – asked about the new speakers which Mayor Gall brought along just to try out.  Update on the Hubbell House handicap parking.  Cami will bring the answer to the next meeting.  She would like to see an update on the discussion at the last executive session.  She asked about the status of the stone walls along highway 57 and what the plan for DOT was in the spring.  Does a letter need to be written to DOT?  She would like to look at Council member salaries changed to a flat rate and not by each meeting and special meeting.  A new ordinance would need to be passed.    

· Member Leitzen – Turned in her resignation to the Council due to her increasing workload.  Motion made by Mayor Gall, second by Member Brannan accepting her resignation.  Motion passed unanimously.  Applications will be accepted until Friday, February 22 at 4:00.  Staff will get it in the paper and on the Cable Channel.  The appointment will take place at the Council Meeting scheduled for February 25, 2008.

· Member Reding – asked about calling residents on the survey.  Sometime after the 15th they will review what they have received so far.  Member Reding offered to help with the calling.  Member Reding asked about updating NIMS training.  Cami will get the required courses to Council Members for the next meeting.  The status of the County Emergency Plan was asked.  Last staff knew the County went out for RFP to get this put together.  Cami will contact Ryan from the County to get an update. 
· Mayor Gall – updated on the DC Trails Association and their trip to the State and their presentation.  Member Brannan asked that an acting Mayor be appointed until the committee appointments have been made just in case something should happen to the Mayor.  Member Brannan was asked if she would do it and she agreed.

8. Discussion – None

Adjourn - Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Jencks to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 PM.  Motion passed unanimously. 
