MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2005

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Carlson called the meeting to order at 6:34 PM.

Members Present:
Diane Carlson





Annie Brannan





Luke Nash





Ross Abel


Members Absent:
Nate Nord


Others Present:  Rog Nolte, Bill Reding, Marilyn and Robert Lermon, Jim and Linda Welch, Randy Carlsen, Milton and Heidi Unnasch, Scott Larsen, Diane Richards, George Eicke, Don Meyer, Jeffrey Gruber, Gary Reihl, Curt and Deb Harlow, Kevin and Barb Lentz, Brent Bulow, David Worstman, Bob Zeller, Ell and Susie Heusinkveld, Caryl Dohrman, Leroy and Erika Wohlfiel, Dan Ryan, Mischelle Hrstka, Dave Gilbertson, Rich Balcome and Michon Smith, Brad and Amy Handevidt, Mike Skjeie, Ted Bulaga, Jim O’Marro, Dale Brannan, City Engineer Bill Angerman, City Attorney Lee Bjorndal, City Finance Consultant Mike Bubany, Public Works Supervisor Matt Brekke, Assistant City Clerk Karen Khavari, City Clerk-Treasurer Cami Reber.

2.  Additions/Deletions to Agenda – Council Resignation; Resolution 17-2005.  Motion was made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Brannan to accept the resignation of council member Nate Nord effective immediately.    Resolution 17-2005 was there by adopted declaring that a vacancy exists on the City Council.  Motion passed unanimously.  The City will begin to accept applications for the position until Friday November 11, 2005 at 5:00 PM.  The applications will be reviewed by the City Council at the November 14, 2005 meeting.
3. Consent Agenda – 
a. City Council Minutes October 10, 2005 – Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Abel to approve the Council Minutes of October 10, 2005 as written.  Motion passed unanimously.
b. Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Nash to approve the remaining consent agenda items:  b. Fire Department Minutes of September 14, 2005, c. Park Board Minutes of August 30, 2005, EDA minutes of September 7, 2005, d. EDA minutes of September 7, 2005 e. Warrant List.  Motion passed unanimously.

4. Old Business – None

5. New Business – 

a. Roger Nolte – Fire Department Contracts – Rog Nolte was present from the Fire Department to remind Council that they need to set up a time to meet with the Township Supervisors to go over the Fire Contracts.  A date should be set sometime in November to do this.  Cami will get the meeting organized and notify all parties.  The City Attorney will be sent copies of the current contract the City uses.  It is an older form and probably needs to be revised.  The attorney will recommend any changes that should be made. 
b. Public Hearing – 7:00 PM NW W/S Project Assessment Hearing – The Mayor opened the public hearing at 7:00 PM.  City Financial Consultant, Mike Bubany, talked about how we got to where we are.  He explained the process and how the connection fees got to where they are. The City is covering 40% of the project cost.  The property owners will be charged a connection fee that in total will pay for the other 60% of the project.  That connection fee can either be paid up front in full or the property owners can choose to have it assessed against their property for 15 years.  If they choose to have it assessed, it won’t be charged on their property taxes until 2007.  The City is offering a 7 year deferment so nothing has to be done for 7 years.  The property owner may choose to do nothing for the first seven years. After that period they will be required to connect.  The project is to be completed by June of 2006.  The contractor is responsible for putting things back to the prior condition at the completion of the project.  Some things will be replaced on a lesser level such as trees and bushes.  Retaining walls will be replaced in full.  The City received 27 signed petitions requesting the connection charge be assessed to their property.  

Several residents attended the meeting and made comments.  Comments made were as follows:

· What is the status of the activity as there has been no movement recently?
· If you are unable to hook up in 2005, due to the lines not being physically there, why are you being penalized to pay more in 2006?  Can the City change it so that the 2005 and 2006 levels are the same for connection?
· What is the property value increase of the project?

· Where are the 15 extra lots the City included in the project?

· Where did the City come up with the extra $180,000 for the overages on the project?


· Will the Water and Sewer rates increase or will there be an increase in the tax levy?

· Is the Sewer plant at its capacity now and what impacts will this have on the life of the plant?

· What does the term “back to normal” mean when referring to the digging up of driveways, landscaping, etc.  Who pays to replace a retaining wall that is taken down?

· What is the total dollar amount the City is paying for the overruns and the 15 empty lots?

· What is the assessment process?

· Who will be paying to water the new grass when it is seeded?

· When will the project be done?

· Is it a connection charge or an assessment charge?

· How can they come in and tear up some ones front yard without having obtained a right of entry signature?

· Are all the proper permits in place?

Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Nash to close the public hearing at 8:20 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

Council discussed the connection fee in 2005 and 2006.  The Council agreed to keep the connection fee for 2006 at the 2005 charge.  Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Nash to adopt Resolution 16-2005, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MANTORVILLE MINNESOTA RELATING TO THE SETTING OF CONNECTION FEES FOR THE SERVICE AREA OF THE NORTHWEST PART OF MANTORVILLE MINNESOTA.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Abel to continue individual public hearings at a later date.  The City did receive one objection to the amount of the assessment.  The property owner did sign the petition to have the connection fee assessed to their property.  Motion passed unanimously.  The date for the continuation will be determined at a later date.

The Council took a ten minute recess.

Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Brannan to adopt the proposed assessments for those properties that signed a petition to have their connection fee assessed to there properties.  The Assessment roll is on file at City Hall.  Motion passed unanimously.
6. TBD

a. Mayors Report – Reminder about the SMLM meeting that takes place in Rochester on December 1-3.  Contact Cami to get registered.

b. City Clerks Report – The sump pump contract that the City signed with WHKS involved inspections of 120 homes.  The contract that was drafted was one that was presented to the Council in 2004.  The actual numbers for sewer hookups is about 300 connections.  That will increase the amount of the contract which is currently at $8,500.  The extra increase could be about $1,000 more.  Motion made by Member Nash, second by Member Abel to allow the increase over the original estimate by no more than $1,000.  If the amount should increase past that, the amount should be brought back to Council for review.  Motion passed unanimously.

c. Council Members Report – None

7. Correspondence – Sheriff’s Department Report.  No discussion.

8. Executive Session – Personnel Review, pulled.

9. Discussion – None

Adjourn – Motion made by Mayor Carlson, second by Member Abel to adjourn the meeting at 8:44 PM.   Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Camille C. Reber

City Clerk Treasurer

