MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY DECEMBER 14, 2009
6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Nash called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Members Present:  Luke Nash, Annie Brannan, Bill Reding, Chuck Bradford, Linda Schmidt

Others Present:  Dale Brannan, Gretta Becay, Henry Blair and Cami Reber

2. Pledge of Allegiance - Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda 
Addition:  Dale Brannan, FD request as item 7. (a)

4. Consent Agenda 

Motion made by Bradford, second by Reding to approve the consent agenda as follows:
a) City Council Meeting Minutes November 23, 2009

b) Warrant List December 14, 2009
c) 2008 Four Seasons Operational Deficit Payment

d) EDA Resignations 
e) Park Board Meeting Minutes 11/24/09 – unofficial
f) 2010 Membership Dues for MN Mayors Association

Cami noted that on the warrant list, the MAOSC item should be deleted.  Council had previously denied membership in this.  Mayor Nash asked that 4.d) be pulled and acted on separately.  Motion passed to approve the consent agenda as written except for item d).   
Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bradford to accept Don Swanson’s letter of resignation from the EDA.  Motion passed unanimously.  Cami to send a thank you letter regarding his service.  
5. Public Concerns – Mayor Nash, on behalf of the Council, thanked Dale Brannan for his years of service on the FD as Chief.
6. Public Hearing 
a) Sign Regulations Ordinance Amendment 7:00 PM
Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Reding to close the regular council meeting and open the public hearing for the sign ordinance at 7:00 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Mayor Nash noted that the purpose of the public hearing is to address the final draft of the sign ordinance.  There was no public input.  Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Reding to close the public hearing at 7:01 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Schmidt to go back into open session at 7:01 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Member Brannan noted the following change to item C) 3. The written out “eight” should be changed to “twenty four”.  There was also discussion on how to correctly address that all signs in the historic district, even those permitted, need to have MRA approval.  After discussion, it was agreed to add in section (C) Note: special situations exist for the Historic District – see section (H).

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Bradford to approve the final draft of the sign ordinance with the changes noted above.  Motion passed unanimously.  

b) Truth in Taxation – Budget Levy Public Input 7:30

This was not an official public hearing but a chance for anyone in the audience to comment on the proposed 2010 budget.  There were no public comments.
7. Old Business/New Business

a)  Dale Brannan FD
Next year’s FD budget includes a laptop computer.  The new secretary does not have a computer at home.  The laptop would be used by the Fire Department for notes and things.  They want to order it now but pay for it next year.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Schmidt to allow the FD to spend up to $1,000 to buy the laptop.  Motion passed unanimously.  Cami will check with the auditor on receiving it in 2009 but paying for it in 2010.

b) Water Fund Budget 2010 
Council reviewed the submitted water fund budget for 2010.  No changes were made.

c) Sewer Fund Budget 2010

Council reviewed the submitted sewer fund budget for 2010.  No changes were made.

d) 2010 Budget 
Discussed under item e).
e) RESOLUTION 2009-23, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE FINAL TAX LEVY COLLECTIBLE IN THE YEAR 2010 
Council discussed the budget as presented.  The preliminary budget levy was set at 6%.  Council was able to cut it down to a 2% levy.  The Park Board had requested to carry over their balance in the CIP for 2009.  Mayor Nash is requesting that we not do that this year but put that back into the general fund.  No dollars will be transferred out of the RV Fund to the CIP fund.  That will be left alone.  
Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Reding to donate his Council Member salary back to the City.  Mayor Nash asked him if he would like to designate this for something special.  Member noted to help balance the budget.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion made by Member Bradford that going forward at a councilman’s discretion and approval of the full council that he can opt to take a one dollar salary for the year.  Procedurally, this would not take effect until after the next elections.  Motion died for lack of a second.  Check into the legalities of doing this.  Council will take a look at this before the end of 2010.  This item is tabled until further information is brought forward. 
$1,130 is designated for the EDA contribution to Marigold Days.  That amount will be added to the EDA budget.  The Council is planning to continue to put into affect the same caveats in 2010 as in 2009 such as no overtime, monitor spending, however, they will allow the departments to spend within their budget without the $250 dollar approval limit.  This will be reviewed during the year and the council could at any time put that restriction back.  

The Fire Department was told that the balance left in those two line items, Tools and Capital Improvement, could be carried over and put into the truck and equipment fund.  There is $12,000 left in the transfers under the Fire Department and Mayor Nash is requesting that that amount be set aside to start the storm water fund.  Council did not formally approve those two items but can always do this once the final numbers for all revenue and expenditures are in.  
Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve RESOLUTION 2009-23, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE FINAL TAX LEVY COLLECTIBLE IN THE YEAR 2010.  The 2010 budget levy is set at $414,743.  This would be an increase of 2% from 2009.  Motion passed unanimously.       
f) Amended Chapter 31 of the Mantorville City Code Titled Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department

The amendment addresses the difference in number of Fire Department members between the personnel policy and the City Code.  The maximum number of Fire Department members allowed is 30.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bradford to approve the amendment to Chapter 31 of the Mantorville City Code titled Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department.  Motion passed unanimously.

g) RESOLUTION 2009-22 A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE FUND TRANSFERS FOR THE YEAR 2009

Mayor Nash discussed the transfers that need to be made for 2009 per the budget.  Included in the resolution that was not previously budgeted for is the transfer from the General Fund to the Chestnut Bond Fund.  The city will run short in 2015 when the final payment is due because the original assessments were all paid in full up front.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to approve RESOLUTION 2009-22, A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE FUND TRANSFERS FOR THE YEAR 2009.  Motion passed unanimously.  .

8. TBD

a) Public Works Report - none
b) City Clerk Report - none
c) Consultant Report - none
d) Committee Report 
· Chamber - a thank you from Member Schmidt for the volunteers who worked during the Old Fashioned Christmas festivities.
· EDA – both Don Swanson and Jane Olive turned in resignations.  Member Brannan is temporarily taking over the treasurer duties.  The EDA is currently sitting at 4 members.  EDA Members are soliciting for new members.  The flags were taken down on the Mantorville signs by Adam per the request of Member Brannan. Some are frayed and we are not sure if they will be usable next year. 
· Parks – Adam and Dave are working on getting the ice rink ready.  There will not be a warming house this year and they will monitor the usage to see if it would be feasible to put one in next year.  The Finance Committee brought up the idea that the Park Board look at having shower/bathrooms installed in the RV Park and the money to pay for it come out of the RV Fund.  Member Reding noted that this had been brought up before.  Mayor Nash asked that this be looked at for 2010.  
e) Council Member Report  
· Member Brannan – is requesting that when doing the electronic packets, that they be done in two files, one containing just the agenda and the other containing the information for the packet.  Council members like the electronic format for the council packets.  
· Member Reding – none

· Member Bradford – none

· Member Schmidt – none

f) Mayor Report
Mayor Nash noted that the governor did not do any additional LGA unallotment for 2009.
9. Executive Session - None
10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding at 8:00 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.  
