MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, MARCH 12, 2007

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.


Members Present;
Tom Gall





Annie Brannan





Bill Reding





Sarah Leitzen


Members Absent;
Nancy Bauman


Others Present; Rog Nolte, Dale Brannan, Ann Tuma, Elizabeth Oolman, Rich Balcome, Robert Lurman, Thor & Jodi 
Starch, James Jencks, City Engineer Bill Angerman and Clerk Treasurer Cami Reber.

2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda – Addition to 7. Old Business b) Doug Schmidt, old schoolhouse project.

3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the consent agenda as written.  Member Brannan clarified that in the Park Board minutes of February 27, 2007, it was noted that the City needs to look at possible budget cuts to the 2007 budget in order to make up for lost revenue in the water and sewer department due to the NW W/S Project.  Member Brannan stated that the Council has not concluded as to how and why the water and sewer funds are losing money at this time.  Motion passed unanimously.
4. Correspondence – FYI only.

5. Public Concerns – Levi Zelinske of 404 Mantor Drive approached the Council regarding the drainage of water when the snow melts into his backyard.  He stated this has been a problem for a number of years but more so this year with the amount of snow fall we had and the current melting of it.  He is asking if there is anything the City can do about this.  City Engineer Bill Angerman asked if there is a drainage easement in the backyard?  Mr. Zelinski was unsure.  Bill Angerman will meet with Matt and they will check this out to see if anything can be done.  Member Reding and Member Leitzen are to do a follow up on this issue as part of the infrastructure committee.
6. New Business – 

a) Jessica Bradford, Special Animal Request – No information was brought to the Council and Ms. Bradford did not show up to present any information.  The matter will be tabled until the next meeting when further information can be brought forward.

b) Oath of Office for Jodie Starch, Planning & Zoning Commissioner – Mayor Gall presented the Oath of Office to the new Planning & Zoning Commissioner, Jodie Starch.

c) Donation request from Chamber of Commerce, Easter Egg Hunt – The Chamber of Commerce is requesting a $200 donation from the City to go towards the annual Easter Egg Hunt which will be taking place on April 7, 2006.  Member Leitzen stated that it is good to see area vendors being used for some of the supplies and that it is a good promotion for the EDA, Chamber and the area as a whole.  The Chamber submitted a good detailed list of the expenses being incurred.  Motion made by Member Leitzen to approve the donation of $200 to the Mantorville Chamber of Commerce.  Member Reding asked if any other organizations had been approached regarding a donation such as the MRA?  No one was sure if that had been done.  Motion was seconded by Member Reding.  Motion passed 3 to 1 with Mayor Gall, Member Reding and Member Leitzen voting in favor of the donation and Member Brannan voting against.
7. Old Business – 

a) CIP, Approval of 2007 Slated Projects – A preliminary list of projects and/or purchases the Council addressed are as follows;
1. 5th Street Road Project/ 5th Street Bike Path/5th Street Sewer

2. Hubbell Water Line

3. WWTP Study

4. John Deere Loader 

5. 7th Street/West Chestnut/Walnut

6. City Hall/Fire Hall

7. WWTP Upgrade

8. Fire Truck

9. Annual Street Maintenance budget increase

10. Shoreline and Dam

11. Downtown Revitalization

12. School Building

13. City wide trails in general

Member Brannan initially made a motion which was withdrawn in order to restate the wording.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to instruct City Engineer Bill Angerman to proceed with writing up the Scope of Services for the repairs to the water line that runs in front of the Hubbell House.  Jamie Jencks asked that the MRA be contacted regarding the repairs and when the work will be done.  He doesn’t want anything to interfere with the tourism of the City and any of the MRA owned buildings.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve City Engineer Bill Angerman to proceed with and submit a Scope of Services to the City Council for the WWTP Study.  The Scope of Services will include the work that will be done and included in the study, the time frame and cost.  This will be brought to the Council at the March 26, 2007 meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  Jamie Jencks commented that as a citizen he is concerned that we may be thinking too narrow.  That there are other creative engineering services out there that think outside the box.  He asked the Council to recruit some creative firms to submit bids; to get a diverse response to the bid process.  City Engineer Bill Angerman stated that the scope is narrowly defined by the State.  It is defined by the funding source you think you will go after.  Motion passed unanimously.

5th Street East project – This project consists of road repairs for safety, a bike path/trail and potential sewer lines.  There was a study done years ago that staff is unable to locate related to running sewer lines East of the City.  Member Brannan has saved reports over the years.  She will look and see if she can find any information on this.  The city will discuss further how they want to approach this project at a later council meeting.

7th Street/Walnut/West Chestnut – The Infrastructure committee, Member Reding and Member Leitzen, along with Matt Brekke will get together to look at the whole area and come up with a scope and idea of the project.  They will make their recommendation to the Council at a later date.

WWTP Upgrade – the facility plan could take six to nine months to complete.  There are certain requirements that need to be followed in the feasibility study and then a review time.  It was suggested by the City Engineer to keep the 5th Street East sewer line extension separate from the facility study.  The City cannot do anything with the facility plan until the study on the plant is complete.  This will be held off until a later date.

City Hall/Fire Hall upgrade – Fire Chief Dale Brannan commented that they need to do something soon.  This has been an ongoing discussion with no progress made.  He suggested the Council give him a dollar amount to work with and then he can see what he can do with that.  Member Reding agreed that the Fire Department is in need of upgrades one of which being a hose tower.  Currently the hoses lay on the floor to dry and that is not acceptable.  The Council needs to look at what Dale and the Fire Department want and/or need.  Mayor Gall directed Dale to come up with some plans and submit them to the Council by the end of March, first part of April for further discussion.  

Member Leitzen offered to put together a scope of the CIP items and timelines for discussion etc. at the next meeting.

Shoreline and Dam – The DNR needs to be contacted for any further information about what can and cannot be done.  They need to tell us how to get the renovations and fixes done.  

Intermediate School Building – Staff is still waiting for further meeting dates to discuss the future of the building.

Member Brannan suggested that these CIP items continue to be on each agenda until all are completed.  That way if any new information comes forward they can be addressed at that time instead of waiting for the next meeting.  These should be ongoing discussions.

b) Doug Schmidt, Old Schoolhouse project – Mr. Schmidt presented his building plans and a survey for the schoolhouse project.  The survey he submitted shows the new lot lines that should be included as part of the variance.  He wants to keep the required handicap parking in the rear as previously stated instead of in the front of the building as Jay Kruger of CMS said he could do.  Mayor Gall reiterated the variance process.  The public hearing cannot be held until after ten days of the notice being published.  Mr. Schmidt asked the Council if he could dig the foundation for the basement prior to the variance being approved.  The Council said that staff should get a hold of Jay Kruger of CMS and ask him if there is anything that can be done to get things moving along prior to the public hearing for the variance.  If he says yes, staff is to set up a special council meeting yet this week to discuss those contingencies.  

Update from City Attorney, Lee Bjorndal; Attorney Bjorndal updated the Council that information regarding the appraisals of two properties in the NW W/S project will be completed soon by the appraiser.  He will discuss further information requested of the Mayor during the closed session of the meeting.

8. Staff and Council Reports – 

a) Public Works Report – None given

b) City Clerk Report – Clerk Cami Reber updated the Council and assigned committee members of the rescheduling of the KM Summit Group Meeting for March 21, 2007 from 5-6:30 PM.  Because Member Leitzen will be out of town on work travel that week, Mayor Gall will attend the meeting along with Member Reding.  She also inquired with the Infrastructure Committee a meeting date and time to meet with Rich Massey, a potential developer for East of the City, Bill Angerman and staff.  The consensus of those members was for Friday, March 23rd at 4:00 PM.  Member Brannan will be taking the place of Member Leitzen for that meeting.  Cami asked the council for clarification on the direction of updating the water and sewer ordinance at the previous meeting.  The Council directed the P/Z Commission to work on that ordinance.  Because it is part of the City’s general ordinances, it is typical for City staff and the City Attorney to make the recommended changes and then present that to the Council for adoption.  The Council redirected staff to make the changes, submit those to the City Attorney and then bring the final draft to the Council for approval and scheduling of the public hearing.

c) Committee Reports -  
· EDA - Member Brannan updated the Council on the past EDA meeting.  The EDA approved a 10% budget cut as requested by the Council to consider.  They also approved a $3,000 donation to the Welcome Center. 
· Infrastructure – No Updates

· Park Board – No Updates   
· Personnel/Finance – Mayor Gall requested that members of all committee’s including the MRA and DC Trail Group attend the Council Meeting on the 26th for Welcome Center donation discussion.  

d) Council Members Report – 

· Member Reding – informed the Council that he had asked Karen to contact Matt regarding the eroding away of the road in front of friends and company.

· Member Letizen – informed the Council that she is able to attend the EDA meeting later in the week.

· Member Brannan – informed Mayor Gall that she had emailed the personnel policy to him and Nancy again.  She included the current one and the copy that was being worked on by the previous personnel committee.  She commented that if Mayor Gall and Member Bauman had any questions about what was being worked on, to let her know.  Member Brannan commented about the length of the City Council Minutes stating that although it is nice to have such detail, the minutes should only be a summary of the meeting.  The other members agreed that there would be too much staff time involved if they were written with such detail.  That is the reason for the taping of the meetings.  Member Brannan met with Staff on the City newsletter to determine what should and should not be included.  There will be standard items each month such as the calendar of events, contact names and numbers etc.  Member Reding asked that a list of the Committee Members such as Infrastructure, Finance etc. also be added so if a citizen has a problem with a street, water or something else they can contact the right person.  The Mayor or another Council person will write a monthly article for the paper.  Member Brannan gave her input regarding the donation of $200 to the Easter Egg Hunt.  She said the reason she did not agree with the donation request is because we are considering making budget cuts in all departments in order to help fund the water and sewer department and we do not have extra funds to donate.  Member Brannan asked the Council for their input on addressing members missing Council meetings.  She is not aware of anything currently in the by-laws and maybe it should be added?  City Attorney Bjorndal stated that that is governed by State Statutes and that the City should follow those Statutes.
Anna Brooks, a resident of Mantorville, was present.  The Mayor promised her time to address the Council when she could get to the meeting.  Ms. Brooks received a bill from the Mantorville Fire Department for $250 for a fire call when her smoke detector went off in her newly purchased residence. Because she is new to the community, she did not realize that she would be charged for this call.  She is asking the Council to reimburse her for this charge as she was unaware of the rules and new to the community.  Member Brannan asked Roger Nolte and Dale Brannan questions regarding the charges the City implements.  Member Reding noted that if we start making concessions now all residents will want the same thing.  Member Leitzen agreed with Member Reding and asked Ms. Brooks what the City could do to help out new residents.  Mayor Gall agreed with all comments made by the Council members and the Fire Department.  Ms. Brooks asked the Council if there were any other laws she should be aware of before she gets charged for them.  Clerk Reber informed her that she is welcome to come to City Hall and review the ordinance book at any time.
e) Mayors Report – Mayor Gall has been in contact with the Dodge County Engineer, Guy Kohlenhofer.  Mr. Kohlenhofer spoke to the Mayor regarding a traffic study that was done a couple years ago.  Staff and the City Engineer were not aware of the study actually being done, but that it was only discussed. Does the City want to look at a traffic study being done which looks at thorough and arterial streets and the location of stop signs?  The consensus of the Council was to add it to a list of things to do at a later date.  The Mayor updated the Council on the Legislative conference being held on March 28th and March 29th in St. Paul.  He asked if anyone was interested in attending.  He is interested in attending and feels it is a good opportunity to learn about things going on and be able to respond with the current projects going on in the City especially in regards to the trails.  He asked the Council if they agreed with him attending and spending the $125 fee.  It was the consensus of the Council that he attend.
f) Engineers Report – City Engineer, Bill Angerman – WHKS, was present to give the Council an update.  With the increased snow fall recently and fast melting of it, there have been drainage problems in the Hickory Lane area.  That is currently being handled.  Copies of all contract items regarding SJ Louis were given to Member Reding as requested.  WHKS is still working with SJ Louis on the final pay numbers for the project.  The final numbers are being refuted so and we do not know when the final numbers will come forward.  Bill or another member of WHKS will get together with Matt to work on the water drainage complaint by Levi Zelinzki.  
The Council took a break from 8:47 PM and continued discussion at 8:50 PM.
9. Discussion – The previously requested date for the Council retreat of March 31 is not going to work for all Council and Staff.  Consensus of the Council was for April 14th.  No specific time has been given on this yet.

The Council closed the public portion of the meeting to go into executive session.


At 9:47 PM, the Council reopened the regular meeting.  A pending litigation item was 
discussed during the executive session.  City Attorney Lee Bjorndal will confer with the 
League of Minnesota Cities as to the opinion that has been reached.  No further action 
will be taken at this time.

Adjourn – Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to adjourn the meeting at 9:48 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

