
MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

MONDAY, JULY 23, 2007

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Gall called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Members present:
Tom Gall





Nancy Bauman





Annie Brannan





Bill Reding





Sarah Leitzen

Others present; Kevin Lubahn, Rog Nolte, James Jencks, Cathy Adams, Luke Nash, Tom and Kim Pingel, Jodie Starch, Marlyn Schroeder, Brad and Sue Lohrbach, Jim Kirmse, JJ Williams, Dale Brannan, Rich Balcome, Dave Dripps, Steve Schroeder, Lloyd Meyer, Barb Hackenmiller, John and LaVon Bishop, Mike Bubany – David Drown and Associates, Tim Hruska – WHKS, Matt Brekke – Public Works Supervisor and Cami Reber – City Clerk Treasurer.

2. Additions/Deletions to the Agenda – 9. Executive Session has been taken off the agenda.  Member Bauman asked that she be able to make some comments prior to Mike Bubany giving his presentation on water and sewer rates.

3. Consent Agenda – Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Member Leitzen to accept the consent agenda as written with corrections stated made to the Council Meeting Minutes of July 9, 2007.  Motion passed unanimously.

4. Correspondence – Information only.

5. Public Comments – 

1 Rich Balcome asked about the watering of the new grass in the NW W/S project area.  It has been dry and no one has been there to water.

2 Jamie Jencks – Gave his input on the forgiveness policy.  He knows other cities do this and that we need to find ways to be friendly with our citizens.  He also commented that the MRA did not give their input on the amended sign ordinance.  Besides fixing the grammatical errors, he would like to see the ordinance not be too constricting on the historical district.

6. Old Business/New Business – 

a)
JJ Williams, Fire Department Request for Dance – A request from the Fire Department to close off 5th Street all the way to the parking fence in front of the Hubbell House parking lot.  The time would be from 6pm – 2am.  Discussion


from the Council on how they would divert traffic for that period of time.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Leitzen to approve the closure but to have a test run done first.  Motion passed with Members Reding, Leitzen and Bauman voting for, Mayor Gall voting against and Member Brannan abstaining.  

b)
Kevin Lubahn, 4 Seasons Arena – Kevin answered the Council’s questions regarding the amount of money the Arena is asking from the City in 2008.  The bonds have been paid on the arena but they would like to move forward with the paving of the parking lot.  They do not have the funds available to do this.  Although they are applying for grants for this, there is no guarantee they will receive anything.  By paving the parking lot, it will help on the wear and tear of the inside of the Arena.  The joint powers agreement states a 4% donation from Mantorville.  The Council will discuss the donation during the budget talks.

c)
WHKS, 5th Street and Trail update – Several concerns were brought up regarding putting the bike path/trail on the south side of 5th Street East.  Several residents were at the meeting and expressed their concerns.  Safety is a big issue for everyone and they want to see it done right the first time and all at once.  The citizens want to see the path go on the North side of the road versus the south side.  People and kids like to walk along 5th street but the way it is now there are too many close calls to people getting hit.  There is a visibility issue on the North side of the road and it was asked if the tree’s could be cut back along the S in the road.  Member of the Council agree the path should go along the north side of the road, the path should be separate from the road and the path should go all the way to City limits.  Discussion on straightening of the road.  Will it cause more of a speeding problem?  The sheriff’s department can’t get accurate speed readings on a curve road.  The next step will be to have a meeting with the two property owners along the north side of the road.  The rest of the project will be determined on the outcome of that meeting.  The project could be done in phases and that can be determined later.  It is too late in the year for anything to be done in 2007.  The Council will continue discussions after the meeting with the land owners.

d)
Water and Sewer Rates, Mike Bubany – Mike Bubany, David Drown and Associates, the City Financial Consultant, presented the Council with the current conditions of the water and sewer funds.  The funds should have enough cash to operate for two years.  Currently there is not.  Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Member Leitzen to increase the sewer fee by 15%.  Two comments made by the public were to only increase at 7.5% instead of the full 15% and that it is prudent to increase the rate now to get us out of the hole rather than go into the hole even further.  Motion passed with Mayor Gall and Member Bauman and Leitzen voting for, Member Reding voting against and Member Brannan abstaining.

e)
Forgiveness Policy – Council discussed the forgiveness policy and how they would like to get that written.  Member Brannan would like things to stay the way they are.  Member Reding agreed that it should be done on a case by case basis.  Member Bauman is not in favor of a case by case basis.  She would like to see a policy put in place.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to state the following as a forgiveness policy; allow forgiveness of the late charges, allow minimum payments each month, forgive the sewer charge either in full or based on a percentage of the amount that goes down the sewer.  The requester must submit documentation from their insurance company showing denial of the claim before the City will proceed with any type of forgiveness on the bill.  Motion died with Member Brannan and Reding voting for and Mayor Gall, Member Bauman and Leitzen voting against.  Member Leitzen will work on and bring a draft forgiveness policy to the next Council meeting for review.

f)  Second Water meter for residential properties - Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Mayor Gall to allow the installation of second water meter’s for lawn watering purposes.  Motion passed with Mayor Gall, Members Brannan, Reding and Leitzen voting for and Member Bauman voting against.  The people who request a second meter will pay the meter cost of $300 and the cost for installation by a licenses plumber.  Once installed, the property owner will need to notify the City for inspection.

g)  P/Z Sign Ordinance Recommendation - Discussion on the draft policy and recommendation from Planning and Zoning.  There was no public input at the hearing of planning and zoning.  Motion made by Member Bauman, second by Member Leitzen to postpone any action on the ordinance until the business owners are able to respond.  Something will be put into the next issue of the City News to alert the businesses of the new ordinance and give them a chance to respond.  The Council will postpone any action on the ordinance and bring it back at the first meeting in September.  Motion passed unanimously.  

h)  Fire Department Transfer of Funds - Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to allow the transfer of the Fire Department CIP money, $25,000, to the Fire Truck Investment Fund.  Motion died with Members Leitzen, Bauman and Mayor Gall voting against.  Motion made by Mayor Gall, second by Member Bauman to schedule the transfer to be done twice a year instead of all at once.  $12,500 will be transferred now and the remaining in December.  Motion passed with Mayor Gall and Members Leitzen and Bauman voting for and Members Brannan and Reding voting against.

I)  Update on the Mantorville School - Mayor Gall discussed the status of the Mantorville School.  Mayor Gall asked staff to be sure that the City attorney received the documents that the Council were reviewing.

j)  Resolution 2007-20, A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE JOUNAL ENTRIES OF THE 2006 AUDIT OF THE CITY OF MANTORVILLE FINANCIAL RECORDS - Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to accept Resolution 2007-20.  Motion passed unanimously.  A copy of the approved 2006 Audit and journal entries made should be distributed to all Council Members.  

k)  Semcac Donation - Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the donation request to Semcac for $200.  Motion passed unanimously.

l) Approval of Dues for SMLM - Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Gall to approve the dues.  Motion passed unanimously.

Added Items – 

m) Tree Trimming along 5th Street East – Matt will add it to his list of things to do.

n) Hubbell House Parking lot fence – As part of the 5th Street East Plans, a survey will be done that starts at the beginning of 5th Street at Mantorville Avenue and go East all the way to the City limits.  This will ensure the property lines and right of way issues when the project moves forward.  Staff is to contact Tim Hruska of WHKS to notify him of this addition to the project.

7. TBD

a) Public Works Report – Matt update the Council on the dam project.  GGG is in town doing the initial land surveys and hope to have something in place as soon as possible.  Matt updated the Council on the crosswalk request between 4th Street and Hwy.57.  MnDot would not allow another crossing due to the ones we have already.  Motion made by Member Leitzen, second by Member Bauman to approve the purchase of the commercial water meter for the Hubbell House at a rough cost of $1,200.  Motion passed unanimously.
b) Clerks Report – Cami updated the Council on the following items:

· Annual LMCIT liability coverage presentation from Joe Waugh will take place at the next council meeting.

· The City has never been a member of the MN Association of Small Cities

· Clarification on National Night Out and donation requests

· Update on the Hoaglund project and the scheduling of the public hearing

c) Committee Reports – 
· Comp Plan – N/A

· EDA – The EDA is reviewing their budget for 2008 and preparing to present that to the Council.

· Finance Committee – Larson Allen will be coming in on Tuesday at 9:00 am and ABDO, Wednesday at 10:00 am.

· Fire Department – N/A

· Infrastructure – update on the walnut street drainage and a storm water study should be considered as part of the 2008 budget.

· Park and Rec Joint Powers Agreement – Mayor Gall has been talking with the Mayor of Kasson regarding this agreement for 2008.

· KM Summit – N/A

· Park Board – N/A

· Personnel Committee – inform staff that they can choose to have their pre evaluation reviews open or closed at the next meeting.  A rough draft of the personnel policy has been handed out to Council and Staff and the personnel committee will be meeting with staff to discuss and take input.  The final draft will come to Council in September.
· Planning and Zoning – N/A

d) Council Member Reports – 

· Bill Reding – N/A

· Sarah Leitzen – N/A

· Nancy Bauman – N/A

· Annie Brannan – update on recording equipment quotes, looking at obtaining a 3rd quote as the two that were received are so far off in the dollar value.

· Tom Gall – updated the Council that the stairs across from the courthouse have been fixed

8. Discussion – None

9. Executive Session – cancelled

10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bauman to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.


