MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, MARCH 25TH, 2002

7:30 P.M.

Members present: Mark Lamphere, Julie Larsen, Diane Wilke, Bob More & Diane Carlson (8:23)

Also present:  Elizabeth Oolman, Roger Petersen, Rick Engstrom, Dale & Annie Brannan, Todd McNiff, Randy Carlsen, Scott Stedman, Rich Coan, Paul Larson, Ponnereay Peng and Vy Peng

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA:  Add Fire Chief Dale Brannan

MINUTES – March 11th meeting:  Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to approve the Minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously.

WARRANT LIST:  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member More to approve payment of the Warrant list in the amount of $13,150.28.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT – Rick Engstrom from WHKS & Co.

• Mr. Engstrom distributed current estimates for the cost of a 200,000 gallon water storage tower.  Total guesstimate is $558,000, which includes the storage tank, demolition of the existing tank, the bond council fees, engineering, legal, administration, etc. Mr. Engstrom said that construction costs go up about 3% each year. The applications to reapply for the Drinking Water Revolving Loan fund must be submitted by May 24th.  Further discussion will be at the April 22nd meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS:  
• Member Wilke reported that residents and businesses have donated or pledged over $15,000 in cash plus almost $10,000 of in-kind donations so far.  Fundraising will continue until their goal has been met.  A pancake breakfast is planned for April 27th at the VFW in Mantorville.  Member Wilke reminded the Council that the State looks favorably upon Cities that put in at least 20% of the total cost of the project.  Motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to donate an additional $4,113.17 from the Park Department Capital Outlay budget.  

• Member Wilke asked for clarification on the fire hall building…would any improvements or repairs come out of the General Government Building budget or from the Fire Department budget?  Consensus of the Council was that the monies would come from the General Government Building budget.  After reviewing a list of items the Fire Department would like done to the Fire Hall, Council suggested that Street Maintenance Supervisor, Mark Stevens go through the list and provide an estimate of the costs of each line item.

• Member Wilke also asked about the status of an ATV Ordinance that had been discussed at previous Council meetings.  Member Lamphere will research the information.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT – Dale Brannan, Chief:  
• Mr. Brannan reported that the Fire Department had applied for a $3,000 grant from the DNR and also are in the process of applying for a FEMA grant.

• Also said that the “new” cube van is in service now so the old one is available to sell.  Council agreed to offer the old one for sale with a minimum bid of $2,500.  Ads will be placed in the Smokeeater magazine and also the LMC’s Cities Bulletin.   The light bar and radio from the cube van will have to be removed if the vehicle is not bought by another public safety entity.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Roger Petersen:  Mr. Petersen reviewed the photos of several properties in the City that still have “junk” vehicles on them.   The City Clerk will send out Warning Notices to two (2) of the property owners.

PUBLIC HEARING – Variance to create an oversized garage as requested by Todd McNiff:  Mr McNiff wishes to add a 28’ X 28’ addition onto his current workshop at 520 County Road 12.  There being no one present to speak against granting the Variance, there was a motion by Member More and second by Member Wilke to close the Public Hearing.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Member More and second by Member Larsen to grant the Variance for expansion of an accessory structure being that all existing criteria listed in the Zoning Ordinance had been met.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITY CLERK’S REPORT:


• Reminded the Council that several smaller cities in the State had strip clubs open recently because there was no Ordinance in place to regulate their locations.  Cities can not decide to keep these types of businesses out of their communities, but they can restrict where such businesses are located.  Council will continue discussion at a later meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER’S REPORTS, con’t:  
• Member Larsen passed around a colored drawing of a proposed new Mantorville sign which would be placed at the south entrance into the City.   She will review the plans and costs with the Restoration Association.  

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 142 – hours of operation for Sunday liquor sales, con’t from March 11th meeting:    Mr. Petersen said that according to the MN Clean Air Act definitions, the Mantorville Saloon would be considered a bar, not a restaurant but that according to the liquor license laws, the Saloon would be classified as a restaurant because of the food service.  Changes such as proper signage, designated smoking areas, etc. would be required in order to comply with the MCIAA.  Mr. Swenke will be invited to attend the April 8th Council meeting.  

RENEWAL OF ANNUAL NON-INTOXICATING MALT LIQUOR LICENSE AND ANNUAL DANCE LICENSE – Mantorville Social Club, con’t from March 11th meeting:  Owners Ponnereay Peng and Vy Peng were present to address the littering problem around town after a Johnny Holmes concert.  Mr. Peng said that the clean-up crew gets to Mantorville around 10 a.m. on Sunday mornings and also that they don’t want to trespass onto private properties.  Council suggested that they get to Mantorville earlier in the morning to clean up the neighborhoods before the residents have to do it.  Mr. Peng said that they promise to do a better job.  They also mentioned that the Social Club is up for sale.  Member More stated that their licenses to operate could be in jeopardy.

Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Mayor Carlson to approve renewal of the Annual Dance license.  Motion carried with Mayor Carlson and Members Lamphere, Larsen and More voting aye and Member Wilke voting nay.  

Motion by Member Lamphere and second by Mayor Carlson to approve renewal of the Annual Non-Intoxicating Malt Liquor license.  Motion carried unanimously.

MAYOR’S REPORT – Diane Carlson:  
• Reported that the EDA has invited all members from the Chamber of Commerce, the Restoration Association, the Citizen’s Group and the Council to attend a joint meeting on Wednesday, April 3rd at 5:30 at City Hall.  Purpose is to discuss joint projects, a comprehensive plan and common goals.

• Reminded Members of the informational meeting on April 1st at the Mantorville Township Hall to discuss a proposed feedlot.

• Reported that the Fire Chief from Centennial Fire District will attend a Summit meeting on April 25th at 6:30 p.m. at the Courthouse to discuss pros and cons of merging fire departments.

• Reported that the Summit group recently met with several groups from the K/M High School and will be meeting with them again soon to discuss ways to work together.

ADJOURN:  Motion by Member Wilke and second by Member Larsen to adjourn at 9:10 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cheryll Selle

