MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA

MONDAY JULY 27, 2009

6:30 PM

1. Call to Order – Mayor Nash called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Members Present; Luke Nash, Annie Brannan, Bill Reding, Chuck Bradford and Linda Schmidt

Others Present; Kevin Dohrmann, Andy Buckwalter, Mike Langan, Joseph Weisinger, Kathy Weisinger, Arlys Cranstan, Larry Tripp, Evelyn Suhr, Helen Tripp, Jan Smith, Bonnie Miller, Koreen Seim, Celeste Fritsch, Renee Ranvek, Shane Ranvek, Donnie Zweifel, John McNamara, David McKnight, Jim Mitchell, Jim Trihey, Lawren Castner, Gretta Beccay, Joe Waugh, Dale Brannan, Adam Hovden and Cami Reber.

2. Pledge of Allegiance - Done
3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda - None
4. Consent Agenda

Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Schmidt to approve the consent agenda as follows;

a) City Council Meeting  Minutes July 13, 2009

b) Warrant List July 27, 2009

c) Park Board Meeting Minutes June 2009 – unapproved

d) Application for Off Site Gambling – MRA

e) 2009 LGA Unallotment Notice

f) Approval of Delinquent W/S Accounts

g) Notice of DC Planning Commission Meeting August 5, 2009

h) Riverside Park Covered Bridge FEMA Project – Final Pay Request

i) Dodge County Board of Commissioners Meeting July 28, 2009

Member Bradford noted a change to the City Council Meeting Minutes of July 13, 2009; under 7 (f) the motion made by and seconded states the same council member. 

 Motion to approve the consent agenda passed with the change to the City Council Meeting Minutes of    

 July 13, 2009 as noted above.  Cami will make that change.

5. Public Concerns

Several citizens were present for the City Council action on the CUP request for the Dodge County parking lot.  The concerns or input received included; they don’t want the parking lot period, they don’t want a parking lot next to their home, it will decrease property values, it will take away tax revenue, by adding the parking lot there it won’t fix the county’s parking problem, concerns that water drainage will be a big issue and runoff will flood the Hubbell House, there has been no foresight in the County’s planning if they are even considering the purchase of the school property, there is plenty of property available in the commercial district that could be better utilized for a parking lot, there are six spots that are being taken up by county vehicle parking that could be put at the county shop to free up those spots, the parking lot is not addressed in the city code under R-2 district and we might want to check into that and why can’t cars park on the courthouse hill like they do at Marigold Days?
6. Public Hearing - None

7. Old Business/New Business

a)  Jim Trihey – Introduction

Jim Trihey, Dodge County Sheriff as of July 1, 2009 to fill the remaining term, introduced himself and asked that if the Council has any questions or input to please contact him. 
He requested on behalf of the Sheriff’s Posse Ride on August 23, 2009, to have 4th Street blocked off between Clay and Highway 57 from 3 – 6 pm.  They are expecting between 400-500 motorcycles to park there, take pictures and have lunch.  
He is aware that some Council Members are concerned with budget numbers this year and are looking contract hours and possibly cutting contract hours with public safety or terminating the contract with Dodge County.  He is encouraging Council members that any of those issues be brought to him for discussion.  
Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bradford to close 4th Street from Highway 57 to Clay Street.  Member Brannan asked if we are closing the parking lot in the park.  The Parking lot will also be utilized by the Posse Ride.  Motion passed unanimously.

b) PZ Recommendation for Conditional Use request for Dodge County

Mayor Nash asked that Council Members review the information that was enclosed on the recommendation from PZ for the CUP request from Dodge County for the parking lot.  He addressed some of the questions that the public had given previously during public comments.  
· The input about water storm water drainage being an issue – our city engineer reviewed the drainage study and the material supplied by the architects and they feel that drainage is not an issue.  

· Concerns about devaluation of property – the county appraiser noted that it should not affect property values either adverse or positive; neutral impact.

· Concerns that the property will be taken out of the tax base – it already has been taken out of the tax base.

· R-2 zoning issue – the R-2 zoning piece applies to certain things in our ordinance, Not everything is listed that is specifically allowed.  It is an accepted use in that district according to the City attorney.

The opinion from the City Attorney is that the Council can review the information given and either send it back to PZ or approve or deny the CUP.  How does the Council want to proceed?
Member Bradford - would like to send this back to PZ so they can present some more solid findings as to why they denied it.
Member Reding – PZ needs to be able to review all the information that Council has and back up their findings 

Brannan – agrees that PZ needs to review things and also look into the lighting issue- will it be lit and what is the plan and how does it affect things; understand how many cars it will take off the street; parking lot must have a means to handle the snow removal; understand how it will reduce congestion specifically to the two entrances/exits – will we post no parking signs by those entrances and will it really decrease congestion; what kind of buffer exactly will be going in to make this palatable.
Member Schmidt – would like more concrete evidence from PZ.  She feels it would be safer for getting in and out of vehicles rather than on street parking; keep it up and landscape; parking in front of homes on a daily basis would make it easier for getting in and out of driveways; and plowing issues would become less on the street.

Mayor Nash asked what we are looking at for a time frame.  We have to follow the 60 day rule and there may need to be another public hearing.  We do have the right to do an extension if needed by sending notice to the County.

Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Reding to send the recommendation for the county parking lot back to PZ for further work.  Send them the specific list of items that were brought up from both the public and the council and make sure that they have the communication from the City attorney about what the requirements are for approval or denial of a CUP. 

c) Demolition permit approval – Dodge County

Member Brannan requested that this be tabled until the determination on the CUP.  Dave McKnight, County administrator, informed the Council that regardless of the outcome of the CUP, the County plans to demolish the house.  Member Brannan withdrew her request.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Schmidt to grant approval of the demolition permit contingent that all paperwork that is needed by the City is done.  Motion passed unanimously.

d) Mantorville Township – Fire Contracts 

Lawren Caster, Andy Buckwalter and Kevin Dohrman were present to discuss Mantorville Township Fire Contracts.  The Township would like to see a 3 year contract worked out instead of doing this each and every year.  The township did not pass on a levy increase this year yet they received an increase in township fire contracts.  The finance committee will take a look at the numbers and see if they can reasonably come up with numbers for the next 3 years but they cannot guarantee it.  The township has to set their budgets ten months in advance of the City and the City cannot necessarily determine each year what the FD budget is going to be.  The letter the township was sent in March gave the rates for the next three years.  This is worst case scenario and it is possible that if the Fire Department budget comes in less, then the contract rate will also go down.  Past rates have amounted to the townships, all of them, paying 47% of the Fire Department budget even though the covered area amounts to 60% of all fire coverage addresses.  The Township would like to be involved in the budget process.  The City will notify them when these talks are taking place so they can participate.

e) Joe Waugh, Safeway Insurance – City Property Insurance

Joe Waugh presented the city property and liability insurance premiums for the 2009/2010 period.  Rates stayed close to the same as last year.  Member Brannan asked if we can change the deductible amount to a higher amount to save some money.  Joe stated that it wouldn’t pay to do this.  The cost savings wouldn’t be enough especially with the dividend check we get each year.  Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Reding to accept the proposal as presented, with no access amount and with acceptance of the tort limit.
f) Saloon request for liquor license amendment for patio area

Council was given the site plan of the area for the patio and Cami did receive the certificate of insurance covering the patio area.  The Council has several questions for the Saloon and would like to have someone present.  Some concerns expressed are why the saloon is allowing alcohol outside of the licensed premises now when they know they aren’t suppose to.  Another concern is that the fenced in area allows alcohol to leave the patio area without going through the main building.  The Council wants to know how this is going to be monitored.  Whatever they decide to do with the Saloon needs to be consistent with the Hubbell House.   Motion made by Member Bradford, second by Member Brannan to table this item until the next Council Meeting.  Member Brannan questioned that she feels they need to treat the licenses the same and that there should be some real strict changes come the end of the year whether its roping off or railings and that neither the Saloon or Hubbell should be allowed to use the patio area until they have those strict policies in place.  Motion passed unanimously. 
g) Balcome Meyers Drainage

Adam collected two bids for the tiling of the drainage area on the Balcome and the Meyers property.  The Swenke bid came in at approximately $20,000 and the Rochester Service bid came in at approximately $12,000.  Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve the bid for Rochester Service Company for the tiling of the drainage issues on the Balcome and Meyers property.  Motion passed unanimously.
h) Resolution for TMDL Grant Application

Motion made by Member Brannan, second by Member Reding to approve Resolution 2009-10, MINNESOTA PUBLIC FACILITIES AUTHORITY GRANT APPLICATION RESOLUTION.  Motion passed unanimously.
i) Dave Wilcox General Development Plan

The council received a concept plan as submitted by Dave Wilcox for the area located just north of the City limits and East of Highway 57.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bradford to accept the concept plan and move on to the next stage.  Motion passed unanimously.

j) Draft Orderly Annexation Agreement with Mantorville Township

The Council received a draft of the orderly annexation agreement between the City of Mantorville and Mantorville Township.  The area the agreement covers is north of the city limits and west of highway 57.  The agreement has been sent to the City Attorney for review.  The agreement was worked on with members of the City Council and the Mantorville Township.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to approve the Orderly Annexation Agreement contingent on attorney input.  Motion passed unanimously. 
k) Draft Agreement to Terminate Joint Powers Agreement for Ice Arena

Council reviewed the draft agreement to terminate the joint powers agreement for the Ice Arena.  This agreement would dissolve the joint powers and the City of Kasson would take over the Arena.  Per the agreement, the City would be required to pay their share of the parking lot project.  That amounts to 4% of the estimated $200,000 cost.  The City is still on the hook to pay any deficit for 2009 which is in addition to the parking lot cost.  It is the consensus of the Council to contact Kasson to have an understanding that there are no further purchases for the year that we are liable for and that we will contribute up to $8,000 for our piece of the lot pending a current bid/price for that lot.  Member Brannan asked for an estimate of where they are today as far as a shortage.  Cami will being contact the county for that information.  
8. TBD

a) Public Works Report

Adam reported that there was no additional clean up needed by staff after the Ronald McDonald Ride.  He was very happy with the cleanup efforts of the joint group.  He was contacted by Tim Hruska of WHKS and they will be meeting soon with SHPO on the 5th Street Culvert FEMA project.  The MRA will be involved in the meeting.  
b) City Clerk Report

Cami reminded the Council of several meeting dates coming up.  The woman’s bathroom in the hall between the Clerk’s Office and Fire Hall needs to have the toilet replaced.  The cost will exceed the $250 spending limit so she is asking for approval.  Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Brannan to approve the replacement of the toilet.  Motion passed unanimously.  The roof is leaking still over the Council Chambers.  Mayor Nash asked that Adam contact a roofer to take a look at it and give us an estimate of what needs to be done.  The status of the EAW is that it was sent to Robert Vogel for review.  It is considered incomplete as it is missing the piece that involves how it is going to retain its historical significance.  As soon as the City gets Mr. Vogels complete report on the missing items and review this with the MRA, we should be able to put together a better timeline.   
c) Consultant Report – None
d) Committee Report 
· Chamber – Member Brannan asked the status of the sign ordinance review.  Input has been received by Jeff Kritzer on what we need to have in an ordinance.  Member Bradford and Schmidt and Cami are to get together to review this input and come up with a recommendation to Council.  
· Finance/Budget – they met to discuss the official unallotments.  The amounts of cuts to LGA have been accounted for in 2009 and we have a proposal for 2010.  The draft will come to Council in August.  We need to set the levy by September 15.

· Fire Department – working on getting the new fire truck up to speed with supplies and the First Responders is now up and running.

· MRA – the main discussion is on the Greek Revival House.  Marigold Days will be requesting street closures from the City in August.

· Personnel – Staff reviews will be handed out in the packets in August.

e) Council Member Report

· Member Bradford – none

· Member Reding – None

· Member Brannan – Don’t forget to bring your bars for NNO and commented on the great outcome of the Ronald McDonald Ride.

· Member Schmidt – None

f) Mayor Report
Mayor Nash felt the Ronald McDonald Ride was a positive thing for the City.  He did speak with one person who did not feel that way, though. 
9. Executive Session - None

10. Adjourn – Motion made by Member Reding, second by Member Bradford to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.
