MANTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, August 14, 2006
6:30 PM

Anyone can attend a Council meeting. The Mantorville City Council encourages attendance and participation.  Citizens that attend Council meetings share information for the Council to consider. Discussions or debates between Council member and citizens should be avoided. The Mayor or designated presiding officer will maintain order.  Public input will be considered, however, the presiding officer needs to recognize an individual before there can be public input.

1. Call to Order:  Mayor Carlson called the Council Meeting to order at 6:32 PM.
Members Present:  Diane Carlson, Annie Brannan, Luke Nash and Bill Reding

Members Absent:  Ross Abel

Others Present:  Pete Engstrom (WHKS), Rich Balcome, Tom Gall, Jamie Jencks, Ben Stevens, Kent Keller, Rog Nolte, Bob Lermon, Dan Ryan and City Clerk Cami Reber
2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda:  
a) Delete No. 7A – Dave Wilcox

b) Addition to No. 6 – Dan Ryan
3. Consent Agenda:  Motion made by Member Brannan and seconded by Member Nash to approve the Consent Agenda including the City Council Meeting Minutes: July 24, 2006 and July 29, 2006, Warrant List: August 14, 2006, Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting Minutes: July 17, 2006 and the Park Board Minutes: July 25, 2006
Discussion:  Member Reding stated that section 5 from the July 24th minutes is not complete and that might affect Mr. Balcome tonight.  He was concerned that the City had discussed that if S. J. Louis could not do the work for Mr. Balcome in a timely manner that the City would have John Olive complete the work and the amount would be deducted from S.J. Louis’s final payment.
Member Nash asked Pete Engstrom of WHKS the status of the issue.  Pete stated that S.J. Louis had agreed to pay Mr. Balcome $1,000.00. At a previous Council meeting it was asked that S.J. Louis be approached about the idea of having someone else do the work versus S.J. Louis bringing down all the equipment to do the repairs to Mr. Balcomes driveway.  It was noted that it may be cheaper for S.J. Louis to have an area contractor do the work to Mr. Balcomes satisfaction and it would be a more cost effective alternative.  S.J. Louis agreed to pay Mr. Balcome $1,000.00 for the work to be completed by another contractor.



Motion passed unanimously.
4. Correspondence:  No action needed. FYI only.
a) Letter from Happy RVer
b) Zumbro Valley Estates Annexation – FYI
c) Dodge County Board of Commissioners Committee Agenda

d) Apathetic Citizens? Not When They Make A Difference

e) Livestock Cap Limits – FYI

f) Marigold Days Sign update - FYI

5. Public Concerns:  
Tom Gall:  Mr. Gall addressed the Council regarding the preliminary plat of River Vista subdivision. Mr. Gall has concerns about the findings of fact not being complete with regard to the issue of the private driveway. It would be in the best interest of the town not to approve the preliminary plat. He has heard of issues from other communities regarding upkeep of private driveways and the City currently does not have any type of procedures in the current Subdivision Ordinance.  
Rich Balcome: Mr. Balcome approached the Council regarding the additional $100.00 to be paid for the driveway to be fixed at his house.  The driveway work had just been completed that day.  S.J. Louis did give Mr. Balcome a check for $1,000 for another contractor to repair his driveway to his satisfaction.  Member Brannan made a motion for the City to pay Mr. Balcome $100.00 to cover the additional cost associated with his driveway repairs. Seconded by Mayor Carlson.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Jamie Jencks:  Mr. Jencks is concerned because he did not see his recommendation for a resolution for MRA gambling during Marigold Days on the Agenda.  Mr. Jencks was advised it was item no. 7 D.  Member Reding 
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made a motion to approve Resolution 2006-05, for a community non-profit gambling event during Marigold Days. Seconded by Mayor Carlson. Motion passed unanimously.
6. Old Business:
WAC/SAC Fees:  Discussion resumed on the WAC and SAC Fees the Council passed in December 2005.  The Council questioned the fees for “infill” development in the City and how WAC and SAC would affect them.  WAC and SAC fees are collected for newly platted areas or new developments.  Connection fees are paid for by new construction at the time of the building permit.  Those are the fees and intent of the Council.  The wording “new construction” needs to be omitted from Ordinance No.180 and No.181.  Motion made by Member Nash and seconded by Member Brannan to send the amended WAC and SAC ordinances to Planning & Zoning for the proper public hearing procedures for amending the ordinances and then send their recommendation to the Council for final approval. Motion passed unanimously.
Water & Sewer Connection Fees: Regarding Ken Hill and the connection fees, the fees were passed by the Council and are effective.  Mr. Hill is to pay the required water and sewer connection fees associated with his building permit.

Approval of the amended Ordinance No. 101 -  Planning & Zoning Commission: 
Approval of the Ordinance for Non-Domestic Animals – Chapter 90.40, 90.41 and 90.42:
Motion made by Member Brannan seconded by Mayor Carlson to approve amended Ordinance No. 101 Planning & Zoning Commission and the Ordinance for Non-Domestic Animals – Chapter 90.40, 90.41 and 90.42. Motion passed unanimously.

Dan Ryan – Grinder Pump:  Mr. Ryan approached the Council on the status of his grinder pump and asked when it will be finished because he would like to finish the landscaping on his yard.  Pete Engstrom, WHKS, stated that as of this date, everything was hooked up temporarily until Mr. Ryan decides to connect to the City’s water and sewer. When Mr. Ryan decides to connect to City water and sewer the City will make arrangements for the permanent electrical connection to the grinder pump.  Mr. Ryan asked why we don’t just have it done now, isn’t that what the plans called for?  Pete responded by stating that the initial plans are to run a 50’ electrical line from the grinder pump to a pole which would be located in the middle of his yard.  Mr. Ryan would like to see it installed differently which will require more than the 50’ line.  It will cost less to have the City wait and contract out the work when Mr. Ryan decides to hook up to City utilities instead of paying the extra cost to the contractor right now.
7. New Business
City Contractor’s License – C & C Excavating, Inc.  Motion made by Member Brannan, seconded by Member Reding to approve C & C Excavating, Inc. as a licensed contractor for the City of Mantorville. Motion passed unanimously. 
Finding of Facts - River Vista Preliminary Plat Recommendation from Planning & Zoning:  Discussion took place regarding the preliminary plat and the private drive access.  Council has questions regarding emergency access and if emergency vehicles will be able to safely utilize the access.  Member Brannan would like to see Madison Street opened up as the drive access and not have the private drive as shown on the preliminary plat.  A motion was made by Member Nash and seconded by Mayor Carlson. After further extensive discussion the vote was 2 ayes and 2 nays. The motion to approve the preliminary plat for River Vista subdivision failed.
Street Closure for Scouts during Marigold Days: Cami to contact for clarification.
Amended Resolution 2006-04 Approving Appointment of Election Judges for Primary & General Elections:  A motion was made by Member Brannan and seconded by Member Nash.
Discussion:  Member Reding has concerns on how the names were picked for the election judges. Cami stated the names were taken from the previous year's list of election judges and from lists provided from the County.  People were contacted from the previous year's list and the County list would be looked at for additional judges.  The Council adopted the previous resolution, 2006-05, approving the election judges on July 24th, 2006 with no questions asked.  A few days after adoption of the resolution, one of the election judges had to decline due to personnel reasons.  Due to the timing of the trainings, Cami felt that having the Assistant Clerk attend the trainings would be more feasible as there are very few trainings left and she is required to help out with elections.  The City is required to have 4 election judges.  Currently the City adopted the resolution stating 6 election judges.  Mr. Reding stated the selection of election judges was not done properly. Member Reding stated those persons attending precinct caucus have first choice at becoming an election judge. Member Reding also stated that the EDA had a meeting at City Hall on the day of a precinct caucus and that is against state law. No vote was taken and a special meeting will be held in order to review the issue and if necessary prepare another amended resolution.
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8. TBD

Mayors Report: The Mayor will be out of town from September 17 –  October 4, 2006.  However, will be available for the September 25th Council Meeting as Member Brannan will be out of town.
City Clerks Report:  None of the Council Members responded to a request from the Funday Committee to participate in their dump tank. Mr. Zwiefel’s building is for sale and would offer his building to the City at a lower price than what it will be listed for within 30 days. 
       Council Members Report:

  Member Abel:  Not Present


  Member Brannan: The session with Dick Friar was beneficial and will be followed up on at the EDA   
  meeting tomorrow.   Member Brannan will be out of town next Monday and Tuesday, returning late 
  Wednesday evening.  She will be available by cell phone and email. She will also be out of town 
  

  September 13-15 and September 25-29.  
               
Member Nash: Member Nash would like to know the price Mr. Zwiefel will offer his building to the

 
City for. The Arena has a meeting at the end of the month.                 


Member Reding: Nothing
 Engineers Update:  Pete Engstrom, WHKS, was present to give the Council an update on the NW W/S project.  The only major issue with the NW project is the low patches in the roads which is causing damage to vehicles.  As of today, they have patched all the dips in the road. They will finish up tomorrow.  More signage has been brought in to place at those spots in the road that have significant bumps.  The final walk through of the project will be next week in developing a punch list.  City Hall will receive a copy of the punch list. S.J. Louis is beyond their completion date. There is still talk of a supplement agreement for the utilities.  These are two separate issues.  Once we know their final completion date we will have to negotiate the end results. WHKS will negotiate on the City’s behalf and bring the final offer to the City.
9. Executive Session:  None
10. Discussion - 2007 Budget: 
Mayor Carlson called for a five minute recess.  City Council meeting resumed. 

Cami made some changes to the current budget line items for 2007 by adding the Planning & Zoning line items and getting rid of the general government line item and redistributing those budgeted amounts among those departments directly responsible for expenses. A certified budget must be submitted to the County by September 15, 2006.  That leaves two Council meetings. Everyone should review the budget and prepare for further discussions at the next Council meeting.  Cami questioned the amounts for salary expenses and wanted to know what to allocate for staff for 2007.  Per the Council retreat, Council stated that they would like to see the employee evaluation process changed and for staff to receive their evaluations later in the year to take effect for January 1 of each new year.  If that is the case, current staff would not receive any type of pay increase until January 1, 2008.  Cami wanted to reiterate if that is the Councils intention.  Member Brannan stated that an additional 3% should be included in each employee’s wage in order to compensate for any changes being made for 2007.  Cami also noted that she had not received actual numbers for health insurance but was being told to allocate up to a 10% increase in rates.  Cami will adjust employee wages to allow for minimum overtime and additional 3%.  She will also put in the numbers for the benefit amounts.
Motion made by Member Reding and seconded by Member Nash to adjourn. Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted by:
Karen Khavari

Assistant City Clerk

/ksk
